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Dear readers,

Summer is in full swing and the ACT is
also in the midst of celebrating its fifth
anniversary.

Over the past few weeks, four out of
five events from our anniversary series
“5 Years - 5 Perspectives” have
already taken place with great
success! We are delighted that all of
these events received such a positive
response and now look forward to Dr.
Kokou Azamede's upcoming lecture
and other exciting Africa-related events
in July. On this occasion, we would
also like to extend a heartfelt thank you
to all of our partners, supporters,
sponsors and guests!

But that's not all: in addition to the
anniversary, ACT members have
continued to contribute very actively to
the international debate on restitution,
be it in the form of an academic

workshop or the publication of a policy

Liebe Leserinnen und Leser,

der Sommer hat mit aller Macht Einzug
gehalten und das ACT steckt mitten in
den Feierlichkeiten  zu
funfjahrigen Jubilaum.

seinem

In den vergangen Wochen durften wir
bereits vier der funf Jubildums-
veranstaltungen aus unserer Reihe ,5
Jahre — 5 Perspektiven zusammen
mit lhnen erfolgreich feiern. Wir freuen
uns sehr, dass alle Veranstaltungen
auf viel positive Resonanz stiel3en und

blicken nun mit ebenso groller
Vorfreude auf den Vortrag von Dr.
Kokou Azamede sowie weitere

spannende Events mit Afrika-Bezug im
Juli. An dieser Stelle auch ein ganz
herzliches Dankeschon an alle unsere
Partner,
Forderer*innen und Gaste!

Unterstitzer*innen,

Doch das ist noch langst nicht alles:
Neben dem Jubildum waren ACT-
Mitglieder weiterhin sehr aktiv in der

17.03.2026, 15:18


https://mailchi.mp/f11c3eabdf8a/act-newsletter-may-12883499?e=a37beac3ff
https://mailchi.mp/f11c3eabdf8a/act-newsletter-may-12883499?e=a37beac3ff
https://mailchi.mp/f11c3eabdf8a/act-newsletter-may-12883499?e=a37beac3ff
https://mailchi.mp/f11c3eabdf8a/act-newsletter-may-12883499?e=a37beac3ff

ACT Newsletter Issue #6 July 2025

2 von 13

paper.

So before the summer break, here
comes, as usual, a brief review of the
latest developments at the Africa
Center for Transregional Research.

Yours sincerely,

Prof. Dr. Andreas Mehler

Director

Africa Centre for Transregional Research (ACT)

Keep me updated about ACTs work!

https://mailchi.mp/f11c3eabdf8a/act-newsletter-may-12883499?e=a37b...

internationalen Debatte um Restitution,
eines
Workshop sowie der Publikation eines

unter anderem in Form

Policy Papers.

Bevor es also in die Sommerpause
geht, kommt hier wie immer ein kleiner
Ruckblick auf die
Entwicklungen am Africa Centre for

neuesten

Transregional Research.

Ich winsche |hnen viel Spald beim
Lesen und einen schonen Sommer!

Mit freundlichen GriufRen,

Recap Anniversary Events: 5 Years, 5 Perspectives

Book Reading & Discussion with

Mirrianne Mahn
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On 14 May, we kicked off our anniversary event series with the visit of German-
Cameroonian author and activist Mirrianne Mahn who read from her debut novel
“Issa”.

Prof. Dr. Weertje Willms and master’s student Lena Kicherer from the German
Department of the University of Freiburg moderated the discussion with the author,
diving into the writing process, narrative techniques, the transmission of
intergenerational trauma and memory but also the role of literature and stories for

Black female empowerment.

It was a wonderful evening, generously hosted by the jos fritz bookshop, and we
could not have wished for a more fitting opening celebration!

Find out more about the event and book here!

Vernissage: The Currency Lab
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What do African utopias look like? What role could currencies and other value
systems play for an alternative, self-determined, and sustainable future on this
planet? These are questions that the artists, filmmakers, musicians, and scientists
Elom 20ce, Musquiqui Chihying, Gregor Kasper, Kwamou Eva Feukeu, Onesa
Oruoghor, Olumide Adebowale, Kelechi Delight Anyanwu, ljabiken Moyosoreoluwa,
Omoteniola Oyefeso, and Dodji Efoui explored in their multimedia project “The
Currency Lab”.

The exhibition, which will be on display in the E-Werk until July 6, was opened on
May 15 with a keynote on Afrofuturism by Dr. Abosede Priscilla Ipadeola and followed
by a discussion with the artists. Together, they questioned established notions of
value in our societies and revealed the underlying, often extractive structures.

More information here!
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Off to Europe. Migration - One of the Major
Challenges of the 21st Century

Picture: © Angelina Schiilke

The third event in our anniversary series was dedicated to the topic of migration within
and from Africa. Bartholomaus Grill, who has reported from Africa for several decades
as a journalist, opened the event with a reading from his book “Africa! A Look Back at
the Future of the Continent”. Afterwards, he joined the panel discussion alongside
Daniela Evers MdL, Yahya Sonko, Dr. Laura Lambert, and Dr. Franzisca Zanker
(moderation). The nuanced conversation ranged from current political dynamics on the
continent to personal stories of migrants to possible solutions and Europe’s
responsibility in this matter.

Thank you to the panelists for sharing their insights as well as to the Arnold-

Bergstraesser-Institute, the Heinrich-Boll-Foundation and the Catholic Academy of the
Archdiocese Freiburg for the cooperation!
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Lead me to the website

Freiburg Africa Talk with
Prof. Dr. Edwin Etieyibo

Picture: © Anika Becher

Our most recent anniversary event was the Freiburg Africa Talk delivered by Prof. Dr.
Edwin Etieyibo from the University of Witwatersrand (South Africa) on the rule of law
and democracy.
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In his talk, Etieyibo asked what distinguishes the different forms of democracy or
democratic practices (the many democracies) as truly democratic? He elaborated on
the rule of law which according to him allows to draw a line between regimes that are
actually democratic and those that are not.

Find more information here!

People

Three Questions to ... Kokou Azamede

What are your research plans for your
stay in Freiburg?

During my stay in Freiburg, | will
organize a workshop on the use of
colonial photography in postcolonial
approaches, give a lecture on “colonial
violence and postcolonial identity” and
lead a cinema discussion on the film
Dahomey. In addition, | will exchange
ideas with doctoral students from the
Graduiertenkolleg  “Imperien” about
their respective doctoral projects on
German colonialism.

You have been researching German
colonialism in West Africa for a long
time. What has drawn you to this
topic?

The name Togo is a colonial construct

Picture: © Kokou Azamede

Dr. Kokou Azamede is a lecturer at the
University of Lomé, Department of
German Studies/Cultural Studies. His
research focuses on transcultural
studies, German missions and German
colonialism as well as German colonial
photography from West Africa. He is
the 2022 winner of the Jakob and
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of the
Consequently,

German colonial empire.
the effects of the
German presence in West Africa
remain visible in both material and
immaterial dimensions. These realities
are a particular motivation for me to
research and analyze this shared past.

Why should everyone come and listen
to your talk on July 8?

Since German colonialism in West
Africa is seen as a common past of
both societies, which is unfortunately
little known today on both sides, it is an
opportunity for me to share with the
Freiburg community the realities of this
past in order to achieve a better
intercultural understanding between

our peoples.

News
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Wilhelm Grimm Prize of the DAAD.

At the moment, he is a Mercator fellow
at the Freiburg Graduate School on
Empires and will give our final
anniversary talk titled “Colonial

Violence and Postcolonial Identity: In

Search of Self-Determination in West

Africa” at the University of Freiburg
(HS 1228) on July 8.

Policy Brief on Restitution

,Menschliche Uberreste*
/ in Universititssammlungen

ein dringend zu bearbeitendes Erbe kolonialer Gewalt

herausgegeben vom
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BMBF-Netzwerk
Postcolonial Hierarchies in

Peace & Conflict
verdffentlicht am
25. April 2025

in Kooperation
mit dem Afrika-Zentrum fur
Transregionale Forschung
(ACT) an der Universitit
Freiburg

. 1 EFF]] Richard Tsogang Fossi
— = & Andreas Mehler

On April 25, ACT Director Prof. Dr. Andreas Mehler and Dr. Richard Tsogang Fossi
(TU Berlin) published a policy paper on ‘human remains’ in university collections that
was published by the research network Postcolonial Hierarchies in Peace and
Conflict in cooperation with the ACT. The policy paper focuses on the responsibility of
universities to critically engage with their colonial past and to recognize and overcome
persistent relations of violence. Despite growing awareness, there is still a lack of
clear guidelines for university practice and politics, particularly in dealing with colonial
collections and the restitution of human remains. The policy paper shows concrete
ways in which universities can deal with their colonial past. It's available in German
and in French.

Check out the policy paper here!

Closing Workshop of the

“Restitution of Dignity?” Project
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From June 2 to 3, the Arnold Bergstraesser Institute hosted researchers from
Hildesheim, Dschang, Berlin, Yaoundé, and Freiburg to discuss the question of
“Restitution of Dignity?”

The final workshop of the research project “Restitution of Dignity? - Colonialism -
'Human Remains' - Humanity,” funded by the Volkswagen Foundation, provided our
Pls with the space and platform to present and discuss the ideas developed over the
last 20 months. This opportunity stimulated many fruitful discussions and highlighted
the importance of addressing the central research question over the long term to
remain open to different perspectives.

Reading & Discussion with

Bunmi Agusto
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In addition to the Currency Lab Project, the E-Werk currently also exhibits works of
the Nigerian writer and artist Bunmi Agusto, who presented her short story “The
Spiritual Mechanics of Within” in Freiburg on June 24.

After the reading, the former scientific coordinator of ACT and expert on French-
Senegalese literature Dr. Stephanie Boye discussed Agusto's work and its
transcultural references with the audience. It was a very intimate and thoughtful
discussion, diving deep into the complexities of artistic processes and spirituality.

Events

Save the Date(s):
Other Upcoming Events

July 8, 2025, 7.30 pm
Lecture by Dr Kokou Azamede on: “Colonial Violence and Postcolonial Identity: In
Search of Self-Determination in West Africa” (Fifth Anniversary Event)

July 24, 2025
Film Screening at the Kommunales Kino Freiburg: “Dahomey”. More information to be
found on the KoKi website.
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Events

Upcoming Application Deadline

July 15, 2025

Call for Applications: Freiburg Rising Stars Academy. This prestigious program brings

together outstanding PhD candidates, postdocs, and early career researchers from
around the world for collaborative research and international exchange.
September 15, 2025

Call for Applications for MIASA Individual Residential Fellowships for the Academic
Year 2026/2027 at the University of Ghana

All upcoming events are listed on our website!

©00

universitatfreiburg

The ACT newsletter is published once a quarter and provides information on current
developments in ongoing research projects, highlights exciting events and gives an
insight into the people behind the topics.

Yes, | want to receive the ACT newsletter four times a year!

O i i
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