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Dear Readers,

As autumn slowly sets in, the Africa
Centre for Transregional Research
(ACT) has resumed its activities
following the summer break — and we
are delighted to welcome new guests
to Freiburg.

Since September 18, Dr. Drissa
Tangara from the Institut des Sciences
Humaines, Bamako, Mali, has joined
us at the UFR through a TWAS/DFG
Fellowship.

Furthermore, we had the pleasure of
welcoming Dr. Lukman Abdulrauf from
the University of llorin, Nigeria, within
the FRIAS Sustainable Governance
Fellowship Programme for
Researchers from Africa, into our
academic community. We are thrilled
that both scholars will be staying with
us for an extended period — Dr.
Tangara for three months, and Dr.
Abdulrauf through to the end of March

Senior

Liebe Leserinnen und Leser,

der Herbst halt langsam Einzug, und
mit ihm beginnt auch am Africa Centre
for Transregional Research (ACT)
nach der Sommerpause wieder eine
lebendige Zeit des Austauschs.

Seit dem 18. September dirfen wir Dr.
Drissa Tangara vom Institut des
Sciences Humaines, Bamako, Mali, im
Rahmen des TWAS/DFG-Fellowships
an der Universitat Freiburg willkommen
heil3en.

Wir begriflen zudem herzlich Dr.
Lukman Abdulrauf von der University
of llorin, Nigeria, als Inhaber des
FRIAS Sustainable Governance Senior
Fellowship for
Africa. Wir freuen uns sehr, dass
beide Gaste flr langere Zeit bei uns
bleiben werden: Dr. Tangara bis Mitte
Dezember, Dr. Abdulrauf sogar bis
einschlieRlich Marz 2026.

Researchers from
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2026.

Additionally, Dr. Peter Narh,
Environmental Social Scientist at the
Institute of African Studies, University
of Ghana, is with us for the coming
month.

But that is far from all: we recently
concluded our fifth  anniversary
celebrations with a lecture by Prof.
Kokou Azamede, and we look back
with great appreciation on our fruitful
collaboration with the Kommunales

Kino Freiburg.
We invite you, as always, to take a
moment and enjoy this brief reflection

on recent developments at the ACT.

Wishing you an enjoyable read.

Dr. Anika Becher

Managing Director

Africa Centre for Transregional Research (ACT)

Keep me updated about ACTs work!

https://mailchi.mp/39f074a065c9/act-newsletter-may-12884061?e=a37...

Dartber hinaus ist Dr. Peter Narh,
Environmental Social Scientist am
Institute of African Studies, University
of Ghana, im kommenden Monat am
ACT zu Gast.

Doch das ist langst nicht alles: Mit
einem inspirierenden Vortrag von Prof.
Kokou Azamede haben wir die
Veranstaltungsreihe zZu unsem
funfjahrigen Jubildaum abgeschlossen
und blicken zugleich auf eine sehr
bereichernde Kooperation mit dem
Kommunalen Kino Freiburg zurtck.

Wir laden Sie herzlich ein, in diesem
kurzen Rulck- und Ausblick die
neuesten Entwicklungen am ACT
mitzuverfolgen.

Ich wiinsche |lhnen viel Freude bei der
Lekture,

Recap Anniversary Events: 5 Years, 5 Perspectives

Lecture by Kokou Azamade: Colonial
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Violence and Postcolonial Identity

Picture © ACT/Balz Andrea Alter

On 8 July, we wrapped up our anniversary event series with a public lecture of Dr.
Kokou Azamade, Mercator Fellow at the DFG GRK 2571 ,Imperien", on ‘Colonial
violence and postcolonial identity: in search of self-determination in West Africa’.

Prof. Dr. Andreas Mehler of the University of Freiburg - the director of the ACT -
moderated the discussion with our guest from the University of Lomé in Togo

after the impressive lecture, diving into the implicit violence in colonial photo archives,
racist mine-en scénes, the transmission of a white supremacist’'s gaze and memory
through photography and the role of taking pictures in the process of legitimizing and
promoting the German colonial project in Togo.

The evening was well attended - also by independent Freiburg based journalists - and
left a lasting impression through the thoughtful interpretation of a select few images.

Find out more about the event and book here!
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African Heritage in Europa: Dahomey, If
Objects Could Speak & Panel

y

Picture: © Mati Diop/Filmstill out of Dahomey

In collaboration with the KoKi (Kommunales Kino Freiburg) and the ABI (Arnold-
Bergstraesser-Institut), we had the pleasure to screen Mati Diop’s Golden-Bear-
winning documentary ‘Dahomey’ on July 24 and to revisit the wonderful German-
Kenyan documentary ‘If Objects could Speak’ from two young filmmakers of the
FILMAKADEMIE BADEN-WUERTTEMBERG, Elena Bauer (previously Schilling) and
Saitabao Kaiyare.

The screening was followed by a panel discussion, moderated by Dr. Richard Legay
(ABI), on the restitution of African cultural heritage with Dr. Kokou Azamede,
Université de Lomé, Togo, and Elena Bauer (previously Schilling). The audience
actively engaged with the topic and had many questions to both guests.

More information here!
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Gala Eevening as Wrap-Up of the African
Weeks Germany

Picture showing the panelists: © GAl e.V.

On Friday, September 26, the Africa Week, initiated and organised by German-African
Insight, opened with public talks, a panel discussion and a photo exhibition under the
theme: ‘Africa: Visible and Indispensable’. Prof. Weertje Willms - a member of ACT’s
director board - gave a welcoming speech. The ACT was one of the cooperation
partners.

On Saturday, September 27, the many guests attended a festive gala to conclude the
Africa Week. Franzisca Zanker, ACT member and Deputy Director of the Arnold
Bergstraesser Institute (ABI), co-moderated the evening’s panel discussion alongside
Thelma Basil. Among the distinguished guests in attendance were Martin Horn (Mayor
of Freiburg), Dr. Siyabulela Mandela (Human Rights Activist), and Auxiliary Bishop Dr.
Peter Birkhofer. The evening was devoted to discussing how the African diaspora in
Germany, but also as a link to their countries of origin, can increase its visibility and
influence in the future.
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Find more information here!

People

Three Questions to .

Why are you in Freiburg?

As a TWAS/DFG fellow, | am
investigating in the transformation of
the political spheres in Mali through the
use of social media. The political
transformation since COVID 19 was
catalyzed through the creation of what
| coined with the term of a third space -
a virtual space of political engagement
and participation reaching out deeply
in the everyday organization of youth
and politically active youth groups - in
the political field and context in Mali.

What was ist that drew you to this
topic?

First of all, it was my own engagement
with social media and since 2013, |
could expand my engagements into a
first research project through the
funding of Friedrich Ebert Stiftung. For
my phd | finally focused on the political
contestation and the political dynamics
in Mali during the general election in
2018.

https://mailchi.mp/39f074a065c9/act-newsletter-may-12884061?e=a37...

.. Drissa Tangara

Picture: © ACT/Balz Andrea Alter
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What surprised you most since you
arrived in Freiburg?

When | attended the final event of the
Africa Weeks Germany on September
27., seeing the eldest of the priests of
the main church here in Freiburg,
together with the youngest major in
side by side with the
Nelson Mandela
surrounded by members out of all the

Germany,
grandson of

different African nationalities living in
the Breisgau region.

Events

https://mailchi.mp/39f074a065c9/act-newsletter-may-12884061?e=a37...

Dr. Drissa Tangara is a researcher at
the Institut des Sciences Humans,
Bamako in Mali, and Lecturer at the
Université des Lettres et des Sciences
Humans de Bamako.

His stay is funded by the TWAS/DFG
Cooperation Visit Programme for three
month facilitated by ACT and the
Arnold-Bergstraesser-Institute offering
him an office and working environment
he knew to appreciate from day one
on.

Public Lecture on Digitalization in Ghana

We warmly invite you to a public lecture
on the topic: 'What and Whose Tenure
Security Does the Digitalization of Land
Administration in Ghana Serve?’, which
is going to be held on Oct 23.

Abstract: Digital processes for land
administration have increasingly become
integral to natural resources

administration and governance in Ghana.
Digitalization is expected to enhance
efficiency in land transactions and tenure
security to facilitate investments and
growth outcomes for the economy. Yet, it

Picture: © ACT/Dr. Peter Narh
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is evident that digitalization processes
and outcomes are mediated by traditional
land ownership and tenure systems.

In this lecture, Dr. Narh will engage with
how these mediating factors affect the
digitalization of land administration in
Ghana, highlighting outcomes for
different groups of people.

more information

Events

Save the Date(s):
Other Upcoming Events

October 23, 2025, 2 pm
Lecture by Dr Peter Narh: “What and whose tenure security does digitalization of land
administration in Ghana serve?” (Fifth Anniversary Event)

November 7th, 2025, 8:30pm
Movie and Discussion: “The Battle for Laikipia” with ACT member Edwin Mutyenyoka (
part of the Greenmotions Festivals at KoKi Freiburg)

December 03, 2025, 8pm
Freiburg Africa Talk: “Africa’s positioning in a geopolitically fragmented world”
with Nneka Okechukwu & Tim Zajontz

Events

Upcoming Application Deadline

October 31, 2025
Call for Applications for an Interdisciplinary Fellow Group (IFG) on the topic of

“Sustainable Governance” (MIASA)
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January 11, 2026

Call for Papers: African Perspectives on "‘Global Transformations” for the joint
conference of the Swiss Society for African Studies (SGAS/SSEA) and the
Association for African Studies in Germany e.V. (VAD)

All upcoming events are listed on our website!

©00

universitatfreiburg

The ACT newsletter is published once a quarter and provides information on current
developments in ongoing research projects, highlights exciting events and gives an
insight into the people behind the topics.

Yes, | want to receive the ACT newsletter four times a year!

A
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