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CURRICULUM VITÆ 

RACHA KIRAKOSIAN 

 

Professor of Medieval Studies (Religious Text Cultures in the Late Middle Ages) 
Deutsches Seminar – Mediävistik, 79085 Freiburg, Germany 
Phone: +49-(0)761/203-3246 
Email address: racha.kirakosian@germanistik.uni-freiburg.de 
https://kirakosian.uni-freiburg.de 
 
Member of the National Young Academy Germany (Junge Akademie), Berlin  
Co-Director of the Center of Medieval Studies, University of Freiburg 
Co-Director of the Digital Humanities-Lab, University of Freiburg 
Steering Committee Member of the Meister Eckhart Gesellschaft 

 

Academic Positions 
University of Freiburg, Professor (Chair) of Medieval German (Hasebrink-Nachfolge)   from 2020 
Harvard University, Associate Professor of German and Religion      2018–2020 
Harvard University, Assistant Professor of German and Religion      2014–2018 
Faculty for Medieval and Modern Languages, University of Oxford, Visiting Professor    2016 
Somerville College, University of Oxford, College Lecturer       2013–2014 
Faculty for Medieval and Modern Languages, University of Oxford, Faculty Lecturer    2013  
Oriel College, University of Oxford, Director of Studies for German     2013 
Exeter, Magdalen, St. John’s, Trinity Colleges et al., University of Oxford, Postgraduate Tutor  2013–2014 
German Historical Institute Paris, Research Assistant        2008 
Georg-August-University Göttingen, Tutor for German      2007–2008 
Georg-August-University Göttingen, Research Assistant to Prof. Wilfried Barner    2006–2008 

Education 
Uppsala University, Course in Biblical Hebrew   2019–2020 
Higher Education Academy UK, Associate Fellow (Developing Teaching & Learning Programme)   2014 
University of Oxford, D.Phil. Medieval German (degree received in Feb. 2014)    2010–2013 
Università del Salento Lecce, History of Philosophy, University of Secondment 2011  
Georg-August-University Göttingen, Magister Artium in History and German Philology  2010–2011 
École nationale des chartes Paris, Master de recherche in History of Art and Digital Humanities  2008–2010 
Georg-August-University Göttingen, Grundstudium (B.A. equivalent)     2005–2007 

Fellowships 
DFG-Kolleg-Forschungsgruppe ‘Imaginarien der Kraft’, Semester Fellow, University of Hamburg  2026–2027 
Wissenschaftskolleg zu Berlin, Full Year’s Fellowship (upon nomination)    2024–2025 
Hamburg Institute for Advanced Study, Full Year’s Fellowship (upon invitation)    2021–2022 
Swedish Collegium for Advanced Study, Uppsala, Full Year’s Fellowship    2019–2020 
Swiss National Fund, Scientific Exchange         2019 
The Huntington Library, Mayers Fellowship        2017 
Dumbarton Oaks, Director’s Visitor        2017 
Gerda Henkel Foundation, Research Scholar        2016 
Fritz Thyssen Foundation, Herzog Ernst Scholar       2015 
University of Oxford, European Commission Marie Curie Fellowship     2010–2013 
Studienstiftung des Deutschen Volkes (German Academic Foundation)     2006–2013 
Conseil régional d’Île-de-France (French governmental postgraduate scholarship)   2008–2010 
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Prizes and Awards 
doxumentale 2025, Berlin. Category: Best Non-fiction Book      2025 
University Prize for Advising PhD students, University of Freiburg     2023 
Winner in Social Sciences & Humanities of Falling Walls 2022, Falling Walls Foundation  2022  
Harvard Medical School, William F. Milton Award        2015–2017 
Jakob-Grimm-Schule Rotenburg a.d. Fulda, Class Prize for highest Abitur marks    2005 

Grants 
Volkswagenstiftung Momentum-Förderung        2025–2029 
Archdiocese Freiburg, Erzbischof Hermann-Stiftung, Conference Publication Funding    2023–2025 
Die Junge Akademie, Ausgesonderte Archive. Nachlässe der Migrationsgesellschaft    2023–2024 
Die Junge Akademie, Traumgeschichte(n)         2022–2023  
Freiburg Institute for Advanced Studies, Project Group on PhD network     2022–2023 
Stiftung Innovation in der Hochschullehre, E-IDA Digital Humanities project     2022–2023 
University of Freiburg, SVB, Hybrid Teaching environment       2023, 2024 
Deutsche Forschungsgemeinschaft, Conference Funding       2022–2023 
Archdiocese Freiburg, Erzbischof Hermann-Stiftung, Conference Funding    2022–2023 
Harvard University, Barajas Deans Innovation Fund for Digital Arts and Humanities   2017–2018 
Harvard University, Anne and Jim Rothenberg Fund for Humanities Research    2015, 2016, 2018 
Harvard University, FAS Tenure-Track Faculty Publication Fund      2015 
Harvard University, Elson Family Arts Initiative Fund       2015 
Harvard University, Provostial Fund for Arts and Humanities       2015, 2018, 2020 
German History Society, Research and Travel Grants       2013, 2014 
Somerville College Oxford, Janet Watson Grant, Margery Fry Fund, Barbara Craig Award  2013 

Academic Boards 
Speculum, Book Reviewer Editor         2025–2028 
Member of the Advisory Board, The Centre for Advanced Studies in Languages and Cultures, Cork 2025–2027 
Member of the Advisory Board, Bibliothèque nationale et universitaire de Strasbourg   2024–2026 
University of Freiburg, Committee Member of presidential group on the “Exzellenzstrategie”  2023–2026 
Transatlantic Studies on Medieval and Early Modern Literature and Culture, V&R unipress. Series editor  Since 2022. 
Verfasser-Datenbank Online, De Gruyter. Co-editor        Since 2021.  
Translatio, Series, Durham University IMEMS Press. Advisory Board Member     2021–2026 
Stanford University, Affiliated Scholar of the Global Medieval Sourcebook     2017–current 
University of Freiburg, Affiliated Scholar of the DFG digital project Erfurt Charterhouse    2017–current 

Academic Mentorship 
Habilitations supervised (current): Dr. Linus Möllenbrink (Heidelberg) 

Dissertation supervised (concluded): Hans Pech (Harvard), Jonas Hermann (Harvard), Philip Liston-Kraft (Harvard) 

Dissertations supervised (current): Lydia Shahan (Harvard), Meret Wüthrich (Freiburg), Lea von Berg (Freiburg) 

Dissertations examined: Mythri B (The English and Foreign Languages University, Hyderabad) 

Medieval Academy of America: Mentor for graduate student members, 2017–2018. 

EIRA Medical Faculty Mentoring for Women Doctors and Postdocs at the University Hospital Freiburg: Keynote-speaker at 
the Alumnae Network meeting “To be excellent – What does that mean?”, March 8, 2024. 

Studienstiftung des deutschen Volkes: Panel and Workshop for students and PhD candidates “Wissenschaft als Beruf”, May 
13, 2023. 

CORA Coaching Women for Research and Academia, University of Freiburg: Keynotre-speaker for the opening day, “Career 
Path to Becoming a Professor”, April 21, 2023. 
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German Scholars Organization e.V.: Panelist in Virtual Conference for young researchers in German academia: “To be 
Honest: Career Real Talk for Researchers”. June 16, 2022. 

Hamburg Research Academy: Advising young female researchers in their career towards a professorship. Q&A: “Wie werde 
ich Professorin? ” February 11, 2022. 

Publications 
Monographs 

Berauscht der Sinne beraubt. Eine Geschichte der Ekstase, Berlin: Ullstein, 2025.  
Received Book Reviews: 

Susanne Billig, in Lesart. Deutschlandfunk Kultur, 11.02.2025.  
Oliver Pfohlmann, in SWR. Kultur am Abend, 07.04.2025. 2025.  
Werner van Bebber, in Der Tagesspiegel, 14.04.2025.   
Marianna Lieder, in Frankfurter Allgemeine Zeitung, 23.04.2025. 
Elisa Primavera-Lévy, in Philosophie.Magazin, 03/2025, 88–89.  
Thomas Saum-Aldehoff, in Psychologie Heute, 08/2025.  
Ursula Gramm, in Ursache\Wirkung, 133/2025, 92. 

Best Non-Fiction Book Lists and Award:  

Best Non-fiction, ZDF, Deutschlandfunk Kultur, DIE ZEIT, Number 3, March 2025.  
Best Non-fiction, Die Literarische Welt, RBB Kultur, Radio Österreich 1, NZZ, Number 10, April 
2025.  
doxumentale 2025 award, Berlin. Category: Best Non-fiction Book.  

Translations:  

  Complex Chinese by Linking Publishing Company, Taiwan (forthcoming).  

Dramatic Wardrobes. The Dynamics of Clothing in Mystical Visions and Religious Plays. Mediävistische Perspektiven 15. 
Zürich: Chronos, 2023. Co-authored with Elisabeth Dutton.  

From the Material to the Mystical in Late Medieval Piety. The Vernacular Transmission of Gertrude of Helfta’s Visions. 
Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2021. 
 Received Book Reviews: 

Dario Bullitta, in The Journal of English and Germanic Philology 123 (2024), 391–392. 
Katherine L. French, in Renaissance Quarterly 77 (2024), 1021–1023.  
Katja Hillebrand, in Das Mittelalter 29 (2024), 241–242. 
Buschbeck, Björn Klaus, in Beiträge zur Geschichte der deutschen Sprache und Literatur 146 

(2024), 704–713. 
Pablo Acosta-García, in Ons Geestelijk Erf 93 (2023), 85–87. 
Luke Penkett, in Medieval Mystical Theology (2023), online. 

   Sarah Glenn DeMaris, in German Quarterly 96 (2023), 437–439. 
Book Endorsments by Hans-Jochen Schiewer, Nigel F. Palmer, Jacqueline E. Jung. 

The Life of Christina of Hane. Introduction and English Translation. New Haven: Yale University Press, 2020. 
 Received Book Reviews: 
   Joshua S. Easterling, in Speculum 98 (2023), 1269–1271. 

Anne Winston-Allen, in The Medieval Review 22.03.19 (2022), online. 
 Kai Hering, in Historische Zeitschrift 316 (2023), 451–452. 

Julie Hotchin, in The Journal of Medieval Religious Cultures 48 (2022), 93–96.  
 Albrecht Classen, in Mediaevistik 34 (2021), 472–473. 
 Linus Ubl, in Medium Ævum 90 (2021), 382–383.  
 Translation of the Month, in Feminae: Medieval Women and Gender Index (Jan. 2022). 

Book Endorsments by Barbara Newman, Nicholas Watson, Claire Taylor Jones, Jeffrey F. Hamburger. 

Die Vita der Christina von Hane. Untersuchung und Edition. Paperback edition. Berlin, Boston: De Gruyter, 2021. 

https://www.cambridge.org/core/books/from-the-material-to-the-mystical-in-late-medieval-piety/D7D00B80F41E6228AF5134A9EAF7C6EC#fndtn-information
https://yalebooks.yale.edu/book/9780300250992/the-life-of-christina-of-hane/
https://www.cambridge.org/core/books/from-the-material-to-the-mystical-in-late-medieval-piety/D7D00B80F41E6228AF5134A9EAF7C6EC#fndtn-information
https://yalebooks.yale.edu/book/9780300250992/the-life-of-christina-of-hane/
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Die Vita der Christina von Hane. Untersuchung und Edition. Hermaea Neue Folge 144. Berlin, Boston: De Gruyter, 2017. 
 Received Book Reviews:  
   Luke Penkett, in Medieval Mystical Theology 31 (2022), online. 
   Barbara Newman, in Speculum 94 (2019), 233–235. 
   Daniel Eder, in Francia-Recensio (2019-1), online. 
   Tanja Mattern, in Germanistik 60 (2019), 208–209. 
   Bruno Krings, in Analecta Premonstratensia 95 (2019), 158–161.  
   Brian Murdoch, in Medium Ævum 87 (2018), 191–192. 

Edited Volumes  

Women Read in the Middle Ages. Differently? Text in Medieval German Women Convents from the 13th to the 15th Centuries, 
TRAST, Göttingen: V&R unipress, 2026. Co-edited with Linus Möllenbrink, Meret Wüthrich (forthcoming).  

Multivocality and Responsiveness. Medieval Literature in Dialogue. Essays by Almut Suerbaum in Context. Festschriften, 
Occasional Papers, and Lectures. Berlin, Boston: De Gruyter, 2025. Co-edited with Linus Ubl (forthcoming).  

Predigt und Bibel in Kloster und Welt. Meister Eckhart im Kontext von Tradition, Rezeption und Produktion im 14. 
Jahrhundert, Jahrbuch der Meister-Eckhart-Gesellschaft 19 (2025). Co-edited with Freimut Löser, Hans-Jochen Schiewer, 
Regina D. Schiewer. 

Edited Special Issue 

The German Middle Ages in the Sixteenth to Eighteenth Centuries. Reception and Transformation, Oxford German Studies 43 
(2014). Co-editor with Nicole Eichenberger, Edmund Wareham. 

Peer Reviewed Journal Articles 

“Schön und schuldig. Kulturgeschichtliche und philologische Betrachtungen zum Körper der Maria Magdalena in ihrer 
spätmittelalterlichen Bekehrungslegende. Mit einer Neuerfassung des Überlieferungszusammenhangs”, Poetica 56 (2025), 1–
45. Co-authored with Linus Möllenbrink.  

“Die Methode des heiligen Bruno”, in Zeitschrift für Ideengeschichte XIX/2 (2025), 42–45. 

“Meister Eckhart digital. Vorstellung eines Projektentwurfs zu den deutschen Predigten Meister Eckharts”, Meister-Eckhart-
Jahrbuch 18 (2024), 245–277. Co-authored with Freimut Löser, Markus Vinzent. 

“Meister Eckhart und Ekstase? Eine alte Frage neu aufgeworfen”, Meister-Eckhart-Jahrbuch 18 (2024), 161–189. 

“Heresy, witchcraft, Jean Gerson, scepticism, and the use of placebo controls”, Royal Society of Medicine 117 (2024), 36–41. 
Co-authored with Linus Möllenbrink, Gustav Zamore, Ted Kaptchuk, Karin Jensen.   

“Medieval Mary: A Kaleidoscope of the Divine”, L’Homme. Europäische Zeitschrift für Feministische Geschichtswissenschaft 
(2022), 107–116. 

“The Real Game of Thrones? Mythical Dimensions of Medieval Tales”, Bohemia 61 (2021), 6–34. 

“The Last Empress. Saint Richgard and the End of the Carolingian Dynasty”, Women’s History Review 30,3 (2021), 375–400.  

“Intertextuelle Textilien. Imaginäre Kleider und Temporalität bei Alanus ab Insulis und Gertrud von Helfta“, Beiträge zur 
Geschichte der deutschen Sprache und Literatur 142,2 (2020), 236–266. 

“The Earliest Transmitted German Legatus. Gotha, Forschungsbibliothek, Chart. B 269”, Analecta Cisterciensa 69 (2019), 
178–197. 

“’Mynne tzeichen und ir don’. The Text and Music of Meister Alexander’s Minneleich in the Jena Songbook”, Speculum 94 
(2019), 385–419. Co-authored with David William Hughes. 

“Bodleian Library MS. Germ. e. 22. The Christ Child in the Host”, Oxford German Studies 46 (2017), 180–184. 

“Das göttliche Herz im ‘Fließenden Licht der Gottheit’ Mechthilds von Magdeburg. Eine motivgeschichtliche Verortung”, 
Euphorion. Zeitschrift für Literaturgeschichte 111 (2017), 257–275.  

“La vision spirituelle dans l’espace corporel et le pouvoir performatif du langage dans la biographie mystique de Christina de 
Hane”, Le Moyen Âge 123 (2017), 589–607. 
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“Musical Heaven and Heavenly Music. At the Crossroads of Liturgical Music and Mystical Texts”, Viator 48 (2017), 121–144. 

“Watermarks and Watersheds. The dating of Ms. Riant 80 and the overlapping production of manuscripts and printed books”, 
Harvard Library Bulletin 25 (2014), 108–119. 

“Rhetorics of Sanctity. Christina of Hane in the Early Modern Period – with a Comparison to a Mary Magdalene Legend”, 
Oxford German Studies 43 (2014), 380–399. 

“The German Middle Ages in the Sixteenth to Eighteenth Centuries. Reception and Transformation”, Oxford German Studies 
43 (2014), 335–344. Co-authored with Nicole Eichenberger, Edmund Wareham. 

“Which is the Greatest – Love, Knowledge, or Enjoyment of God? A Comparison between Christina of Hane and Meister 
Eckhart”, Medieval Mystical Theology 23 (2014), 20–33. 

“Hoc iudicium creavit omnipotens Deus. Über die Ritualität von Gottesurteilen”, Francia. Forschungen zur westeuropäischen 
Geschichte 39 (2012), 263–284. 

Book Chapters 

“Vom epistolarischen Eschaton. Ein Essay zum bernhardschen ‘Netz der Liebe’”, in: Vernetzungen. Festschrift Michael Stolz, 
Münchener Texte und Untersuchungen zur deutschen Literatur des Mittelalters, 2025 (forthcoming).  

“Meister Eckhart’s Theory of Mind. Towards Neuromedievalism”, in: Cognitive Theories and Later Latin. Late Antiquity, the 
Middle Ages and Early Modern Period, Trends in Classics Supplementary Volumes, ed. Anna A. Novokhatko and Stefan Tilg, 
Berlin, Boston: De Gruyter, 2026 (forthcoming).  

 “Reading as a Mode of Attention. Medieval Prayer Practice and the Reader’s Speculation”, in: Close Reading as Attentional 
Practice, ed. Marion Thain and Ewan Jones. Edinburgh: Edinburgh University Press, 2025, 41–62. 

“Gerson in Freiburg – Library Holdings and Reception Histories”, in: Gerson rhénan, Studia humanitatis rhenana, ed. Isabel 
Iribarren, Turnhout: Brepols, 2025. Co-authored with Jonas Hermann, Meret Wüthrich.  

“Fantasy-Medievalism. On the Aesthetics of the Mythical”, in: Medieval Myth and Middle Ages. Paradigms of Pictorial 
Fantasy Aesthetics (1880-2020), ed. Hans Rudolf Velten et al. Bielefeld: transcript Verlag, 2024, 217–238. 

“Daz inner ouge der sêle. Vision und Erkenntnis bei Meister Eckhart”, in: Wahrnehmungskräfte – Kräfte wahrnehmen, 
Imaginiarien der Kraft 5, ed. Frank Fehrenbach, Cornelia Zumbusch, Laura Isengard, Gerd Micheluzzi, Berlin, Boston: De 
Gruyter, 2024, 349–372. 

“Lost in Translation? Hagiographic Redactions Crossing Language Borders”, in: Writing Holiness. Genre and Reception 
across Medieval Hagiography, Cursor 43, ed. by Jessica Barr, Barbara Zimbalist, Turnhout: Brepols, 2023, 199–233. 

Received Book Reviews: 
Meredith Bacola, in The Medieval Review (2025), online. 

“Gräfin Katharina von Württemberg und die oberschwäbischen Prämonstratenserdoppelklöster“, in: Württemberg als 
Kulturlandschaft, Kulturtopographie des alemannischen Raums 12, ed. Nigel F. Palmer, Peter Rückert, Sigrid Hirbodian, 
Berlin, Boston: De Gruyter 2023, 345–384. 
 Received Book Reviews: 
  Klaus Graf, in Archivalia (2023), online.  

“Geistliche Inschriften des Spätmittelalters – visionär und materiell“, in: Literatur und Epigraphik. Phänomene der 
Inschriftlichkeit in Mittelalter und Früher Neuzeit, Philologische Studien und Quellen, ed. Laura Velte, Ludger Lieb, Berlin: 
Schmidt, 2022, 83–112. 

“Katharina von Württemberg – Gräfin und Kanonisse auf der Flucht“, in: Starke Frauen. Adelige Damen im Südwesten des 
spätmittelalterlichen Reiches, ed. Klaus Oschema, Peter Rückert, Anja Thaller, Stuttgart: Kohlhammer 2022, 228–250. 
 Received Book Reviews: 
  Simone Wagner, in H-Soz-Kult (2022), online.  
  Simone Amalie Fößel, in Francia recensio (2023), online. 

“Time in a Text(ile). Gertrude the Great’s Easter Vision”, in: Medieval Temporalities. The Experience of Time in Medieval 
Europe, ed. Almut Suerbaum, Annie Sutherland, London: Brewer, 2021, 185–202.  
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 Received Book Reviews: 
  Enrico Beltramini, in The Journal of Medieval Religious Cultures 50 (2024), 235–238. 

“Predestination and God’s Grace. The Salvific Architecture of the Religious Songs in the Codex Buranus”, in: Revisiting the 
Codex Buranus, Studies in Medieval and Renaissance Music, ed. Henry Hope, Tristan E. Franklinos, London: Boydell & 
Brewer, 2020, 205–226. 
 Received Book Reviews: 
  Joseph W. Mason, in Manuscript Studies: A Journal of the Schoenberg Institute for Manuscript Studies 7  
  (2022), 402–406. 

“’Wie man got verwunden sol mit einem ougen’. Zur passionsmystischen Buchschriftlichkeit und Liebesverwundung durch 
das Auge im ‘botten der götlichen miltekeit’”, in: Verletzungen und Unversehrtheit in der deutschen Literatur des Mittelalters. 
XXIV. Anglo-German Colloquium, ed. Nine Miedema, Stephen Mossman, Sara Bowden, Tübingen: Narr Francke Attempto, 
2020, 81–94. 
 Received Book Reviews: 
  Mareike von Müller, in Das Mittelalter 26 (2021), 511–512. 
  Verena Brunschweiger, in literaturkritik.de (2020), online. 

“Penitential Punishment and Purgatory. A Drama of Purification through Pain”, in: Punishment and Penitential Practices in 
Medieval German Writing, King’s College London Medieval Studies 26, ed. Sarah Bowden, Annette Volfing, London: 
Boydell & Brewer, 2018, 129–154 
 Received Book Reviews: 
  Friederike Neumann, in Speculum 95 (2020), 525–526. 
  Anne Simon, in Monatshefte 112 (2020), 338–340. 
  Bettina Bildhauer, in Modern Language Review 114 (2019), 586–587.  
  John L. Flood, in Journal of English and Germanic Philology 118 (2019), 406–407. 

“Wie eine Legende Geschichte macht. Das Gottesurteil der heiligen Richgard im spätmittelalterlichen Straßburg”, in: 
Literaturbetrieb im spätmittelalterlichen Straßburg, Kulturtopographie des alemannischen Raums 4, ed. Felix Heinzer, 
Stephen Mossman, Nigel F. Palmer, Berlin, Boston: De Gruyter, 2012, 239–276. 
 Received Book Reviews:  
  Erich Kleinschmidt, in Arbitrium 32 (2014), 294–299. 
  Oliver Duntze, in sehepunkte 13 (2013), Nr. 10, online. 
  Klaus Graf, in Zeitschrift für die Geschichte des Oberrheins 161 (2013), 723–725. 

“Kaiserin und Heilige. Der Kult der heiligen Richgard in Andlau”, in: Pilgerheilige und ihre Memoria, Jakobus-Studien 19, ed. 
Klaus Herbers, Peter Rückert, Tübingen: Narr Francke Attempto, 2012, 65–90. 
 Received Book Reviews: 
  Uta Kleine, in Zeitschrift für Historische Forschung 42 (2015), 702–703. 
  Volker Caumanns, in Francia-Recensio (2013-1), online.  

Other Publications 

“Demonen, twijfel en de oorsprong van het placebo” (Demons, Doubt, and the Dawn of the Placebo), in: Skepter (Dutch 
science magazine), 2025. 

“Epilogue”, in: Michael R. Ott, Perplies, Helge, Das romantische Mittelalter der Germanistik. Über Vergangenheit und 
Gegenwart eines populären Fachs, Bielefeld: Transcript, 2023.  
 Received Book Reviews:  
  Andrea Sieber, in H-Soz-Kult, 08.01.2025, online. 

“Performative Zeit. Vom Navigieren & der Nacht”, in: 2023 – one day, one day at a time, ed. Die Junge Akademie. Berlin: K. 
Verlag, 2022. 

“Women Authors. German Texts”, in: Routledge Medieval Encyclopedia Online, 2022. DOI: 10.4324/9780415791182-
RMEO79-1. 

“Gertrude of Helfta”, in: Dictionary of Cistercian Saints, ed. Mirko Breitenstein, Jörg Sonntag, Alkuin Schachenmayr, 
Frankfurt a. M., 2022. DOI: 10.25716/amad-85363. 
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Endorsement for: Richard Kieckhefer, The Mystical Presence of Christ, Ithaka, NY: Cornell University Press, 2022. 

Endorsement for: Ella Johnson, This is My Body. Eucharistic Theology and Anthropology in the Writings of Gertrude of 
Helfta, Cistercian Studies 280, Collegeville, MI: Liturgical Press, 2020. 

Endorsement for: Gertrude the Great of Helfta, The Herald of God‘s Loving Kindness, Book Four, Cistercian Fathers 85, trans. 
Alexandra Barratt, Collegeville, MI: Liturgical Press, 2018. 

“A Riveting Hypothesis. The Recess in a Book’s Cover May Have Contained More than Meets the Eye”, Huntington Frontiers 
(Fall/Winter 2017), 8–9. 

Book Reviews 

Uri Zvi Shachar, A Pious Belligerence: Dialogical Warfare and the Rhetoric of Righteousness in the Crusading Near East. In: 
The Medieval Review (2024), online: https://scholarworks.iu.edu/journals/index.php/tmr/article/view/37968/40374. 

Eduard Glauser, ed. and trans., Das Marienleben des Kartäusers Philipp von Seitz. In: Speculum 98 (2023), 600–602. 

Johanna Thali and Nigel F. Palmer, ed. Raum und Medium. Literatur und Kultur in Basel in Spätmittelalter und Früher 
Neuzeit, Kulturtopographie des alemannischen Raums 9. In: Zeitschrift für Württembergische Landesgeschichte 81 (2022), 
464–465. 

Alexandra Barratt, trans. and ed., Gertrud the Great of Helfta. The Herald of God’s Loving-Kindness. In: The Medieval Review 
(2021), online: https://scholarworks.iu.edu/journals/index.php/tmr/article/view/33693/37210. Co-authored with Meret 
Wüthrich. 

Claire Taylor Jones, Ruling the Spirit. Women, Liturgy, and Dominican Reform in Late Medieval Germany. In: Seminar. A 
Journal of Germanic Studies 55 (2019), 296–298.  

Jeffrey F.Hamburger and Nigel F. Palmer, The Prayer Book of Ursula Begerin. In: Speculum 94 (2019), 214–215. 

Simone Mengis, Schreibende Frauen um 1500. In: Arbitrium. Zeitschrift für Rezensionen zur germanistischen 
Literaturwissenschaft 35 (2017), 322–325. 

Andrea Zech, Spielarten des Gottes-Genusses. In: Francia-Recensio (2016), online: 
http://www.perspectivia.net/publikationen/francia/francia-recensio/2016-4/ma/zech-kirakosian. 

Jörg Gengnagel, Gerald Schwedler, ed., Ritualmacher hinter den Kulissen. In: Francia-Recensio (2015), online: 
http://www.perspectivia.net/publikationen/francia/francia-recensio/2015-1/MA/gengnagel-schwedler_kirakosian. 

Christoph Brachmann, Vorparlerische Architektur im Elsaß, in Lothringen und Südwestdeutschland. In: Francia-Recensio 
(2014), online: http://www.perspectivia.net/publikationen/francia/francia-recensio/2014-3/MA/brachmann-kirakosian. 

Judith M. Bennett, Ruth Mazo Karras, ed., The Oxford Handbook of Women and Gender in Medieval Europe. In: Women's 
History Review 23 (2014), 1023–1024. 

Élise Louviot, ed., La formule au Moyen Âge. In: Francia-Recensio (2014), online: 
http://www.perspectivia.net/publikationen/francia/francia-recensio/2014-1/MA/louviot_kirakosian. 

Franz-Josef Holznagel et al., ed., Text und Normativität im deutschen Mittelalter. In: literaturkritik (2013), online: 
http://literaturkritik.de/public/rezension.php?rez_id=18357. 

Daniel Weidner et al. ed., Sakramentale Repräsentation. In: literaturkritik.de (2013), online: http://literaturkritik.de/id/18561. 

Alastair Minnis, Rosalynn Voaden, ed., Medieval Holy Women in the Christian Tradition. In: Francia-Recensio (2012), online: 
http://www.perspectivia.net/publikationen/francia/francia-recensio/2012-1/MA/minnis-voaden_kirakosian. 

Volkhard Huth, R. Johanna Regnath. ed., Die Baar als Königslandschaft. In: Zeitschrift für Württembergische 
Landesgeschichte 71 (2012), 606–608. 

The Haskins Society Journal. Studies in Medieval History 21 (2009). In: Francia-Recensio (2012), online: 
http://www.perspectivia.net/publikationen/francia/francia-recensio/2012-1/MA/north_kirakosian. 

Sarah Neumann, Der gerichtliche Zweikampf. In: Francia-Recensio (2011), online: 
http://www.perspectivia.net/publikationen/francia/francia-recensio/2011-3/MA/neumann_kirakosian. 
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Public Engagement and Interviews 
TV & Videos 

Sternstunde Religion, SRF: Interview on Swiss national TV, with Olivia Röllin, Feb 23, 2025. 

StarTalk, National Geographic Season 5, Episode 9: Show on American National TV, with Neil deGrasse Tysson, April 16, 
2019. 

National Humanities Center: Webinar: What, When, and Where is the Real Game of Thrones?, Nov 13, 2018. 

St. Gertrude of Helfta – An Introduction by Lawrence Morey: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SyETmMRXvX0&feature=youtu.be. 

Radio & Podcasts 

Bayerischer Rundfunk: Nah dran. Mar 4, 2025. Recast: HR2 Doppelkopf. Apr 16, 2025.  

Radio Bremen Zwei: Gesprächszeit. Feb 21, 2025. 

Deutschlandfunk Kultur: “Mystik, Romantik, Fantasy – Wie das Mittelalter zum Sehnsuchtsort wird”. Jan 19, 2025. 

Swedish Collegium for Advanced Study: SCAS Talks Podcasts: “Researching women’s lives: The story of Katarina of 
Württemberg”. Dec 16, 2022.  

BBC Radio 4, Beyond Belief: Religion in Game of Thrones, roundtable discussion with Earnie Rea, Aug 5, 2019. 

WBUR—Boston’s NPR Station: Boston Today with Callum Borchers. Topic: Game of Thrones, The burning of Notre Dame 
Cathedral (live show), April 15, 2019. 

Harvard University Soundcloud: “A Manuscript’s Never Ending Story” (May 2017), online: 
https://soundcloud.com/harvard/racha-kirakosian-a-manuscripts-never-ending-story.  

Public Events 

Public music concerts with medieval repertoire, Salem 19.9.2025, Freiburg 21.2.2025, Berlin 21.05.2022, Cambridge MA 
06.05.2015, Oxford 30.05.2014, 12.10.2014. 

doxumentale – International Documentary and Media Festival Berlin, „Book Presentation”, June 15, 2025. 

Taz lab, Berlin: Wann ist ein Migra kein Migra mehr?, Conversation with Jan Feddersen and Zerrin Eren, April 26, 2025.  

VHS Wissen, Jahresvortrag am Wissenschaftskolleg, Berlin: Invited public and online talk “Die Vermittlung von 
universitärem Wissen an ein sogenanntes Laienpublikum im Mittelalter”, April 9, 2025. 

Interkulturelle Wochen, Bebra: Invited speaker for public talk “Was steckt hinter dem Begriff Bio-Deutsche(r)? ”, September 
21, 2024. 

Vernissage, Landesmuseum Zurich: Keynote-speaker for exhibition “begehrt. umsorgt. gemartert. Körper im Mittelalter”, 
March 14, 2024.  

Deutsche Vierteljahrsschrift, Berlin Wannsee: Panelist on Anniversary Literary Roundtable, statement: “Gender in times of 
Posthumanism”, June 3, 2023.  

Hamburg Institute for Advanced Study: Host of Book Lauch with author Lorraine Daston (Rules, Princeton University Press 
2022). Jan 18, 2023. 

Hamburg Institute for Advanced Study: Panelist with short talk for the first issue of  “The European Review of Books”. June 
22, 2022. 

Staatsbibliothek Berlin: Panelist for “Faithful Transcriptions and Digital Editing”. July 1, 2021. 

Print 

Philosophie. Magazin. Sonderausgabe 33 Die Kunst des Nichtstuns, Interview with Hendrik Buchholz 105–108. 

taz: „das Gespräch“, Interview, April 26, 2025. 

https://www.podbean.com/media/share/pb-7fkdi-133d7f4?utm_campaign=w_share_ep&utm_medium=dlink&utm_source=w_share
https://www.podbean.com/media/share/pb-7fkdi-133d7f4?utm_campaign=w_share_ep&utm_medium=dlink&utm_source=w_share
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Badische Zeitung: “Eine Stufe weg vom Normalzustande”, Interview, Feb 13, 2025. 

Domradio.de: “Historikerin Racha Kirakosian spricht über Rausch und Sex bei Göttern”, Interview, Feb 1, 2025. 

Die Welt, Feuilleton: “Wie entrückt ist der Protestantismus, Frau Kirakosian?”, Interview, Feb 3, 2025. 

Young Scientists, 30 Forschende & ihre Wege in die Wissenschaft. Die Junge Akademie und Miriam Holzapfel. Hanser 
Verlag 2023. 

Süddeutsche Zeitung: “Hiebe und Triebe”, Interview for article in weekend edition May 25–26, 2019 (No. 121, 2019). 

Harvard Gazette: “Behind the Thrones“ (April 2019), online: https://news.harvard.edu/gazette/story/2019/04/harvard-course-
examines-medieval-history-behind-game-of-thrones/.  

Berliner Zeitung: “Westeros als Wissenschaft” Interview for article in weekend edition April 13–14, 2019. 

The Harvard Crimson: “Teaching the Real Game of Thrones” (September 19, 2017), online: 
http://www.thecrimson.com/article/2017/9/19/the-real-game-of-thrones/.  

SPIEGEL ONLINE: “Eliteuni Harvard. Was lernt man in einem ‘Game of Thrones’-Seminar, Frau Kirakosian?” (June 2017), 
online: http://www.spiegel.de/lebenundlernen/uni/game-of-thrones-uni-harvard-bietet-seminar-zur-serie-an-a-1151682.html. 

TIME: “An Exclusive Look Inside Harvard’s New Game of Thrones-Themed Class” (May 2017), online: 
http://time.com/4798917/harvard-game-of-thrones-class/. 

Dumbarton Oaks Newsletter: “On Mysticism and Materiality. Visiting Scholar Racha Kirakosian Examines the Fabric of 
Medieval Mysticism” (April 2017), online: https://www.doaks.org/newsletter/on-mysticism-and-materiality.  

Harvard Magazine: “An ‘Enchanted Palace’. A humanistic ‘masterclass’ for Houghton Library’s seventy-fifth anniversary” 
(March/April 2017), 36–41; also online: http://harvardmagazine.com/2017/03/an-enchanted-palace. 

Into Practice. Harvard Office of the Vice Provost for Advances in Learning: “Museum collections. Using objects to teach the 
abstract” (May 2016), online: https://vpal.harvard.edu/museumcollections.  

Journal des Arts: French national art journal, “Les nouveaux chartistes geek”, issue 445 (November 2015), 22. 

Harvard Gazette: “Making Medieval German Sing”, (May 2015), online: 
https://news.harvard.edu/gazette/story/2015/05/making-medieval-german-sing/. 

Invited Lectures 
Berlin-Brandenburgische Akademie der Wissenschaften. February 9, 2027. Annual Medieval Lecture. 

University of Lucerne 
“Scientific Discourse in Medieval Vernacular Texts, ca. 1150-1650”. November 4, 2025.  

FRIAS. University of Freiburg 
“Money, Morals, and Merit. A Medieval Take on the (Im)Possibilities of Integrity”. October 9, 2025. Annual Opening 
Lecture. 

University of Potsdam  
“Mary Magdalene and her Sinful Body”. June 26, 2024. Co-held with Linus Möllenbrink.  

Delhi University 
“The Real Game of Thrones? When Fantasy Goes Medieval”. February 29, 2024. 

English and Foreign Languages University Hyderabad 
“Post-Humanism in a Prehumanist-Age”. February 26, 2024. 

Goethe Zentrum Hyderabad 
“The Real Game of Thrones? When Fantasy Goes Medieval”. February 27, 2024. 

University of Graz  
German Department: “Neuromedievalism – Was kann das sein?”. January 10, 2024. 

University of Vienna  
German Department: “Meister Eckhart’s Erkenntnistheorie”. January 11, 2024. 
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St. Norbert College (De Pere, WI) – postponed due to the COVID-19 pandemic 
Center for Norbertine Studies, Seminar: “The Monastic Mysticism of the Premonstratensian Christina of Hane (1269–
1292?)” [initially planned for April 14, 2020].  
Public lecture: “The Fugitive Canoness Countess Katharina of Wurttemberg (07.12.1441–28.06.1497)” [initially planned for 
April 14, 2020]. 

Ruprecht-Karls-University Heidelberg 
Public lecture series in Medieval German Studies “God and the World”: “Gott und die Erkenntnis. Meister Eckhart und die 
menschlichen Wahrnehmungskräfte”. January 26, 2023. 

Hamburg Institute for Advanced Study 
Fellows Talk: “Truth at stake! Heresy, witchcraft, and scientific testing”. June 23, 2022. With Karin Jensen.  
Fellows Talk: “Ecstasy in Medieval Mysticism”. March 10, 2022. 

Stockholm University  
Languages Department: “Sinful Saint – Mary Magdalene in Late Medieval German Legends”. December 7, 2021. 

Eberard-Karls-University Tübingen 
Institute for Local History: “Katharina von Württemberg – Gräfin und Kanonisse auf der Flucht”. July 20, 2021. 

Christian-Albrecht-University Kiel 
German Colloquium: “Der schöne und doch korrupte Körper der Maria Magdalena in mittelalterlichen 
Bekehrungslegenden”. April 29, 2021.  

Stockholm University  
History Department: “The Fugitive Canoness Countess Katharina of Wurttemberg (07.12.1441–28.06.1497)”. February 10, 
2020. 

University of Freiburg  
Studium Generale: “The Real Game of Thrones? Mythische Dimensionen in Narrativen des Mittelalters”. January 22, 2021. 

Swedish Collegium for Advanced Study, Uppsala 
Fellows Talk: “Discrete Archives – Untold Stories of the Past”. February 4, 2020. 

Stockholm University 

Department of Slavic and Baltic Languages, Finnish, Dutch and German: “The Beautiful Yet Corrupt Body of Mary 
Magdalene in Medieval Conversion Legends”. March 12, 2020.  

Lund University 
Theology Department, PhD Seminar: “Mary Magdalene in Conversion Legends”. March 4, 2020. 
Theology Department, Lecture: “Christina of Hane”. March 4, 2020.  

Växjö University 
Interdisciplinary Medieval Studies Series: “Nun on the Run. The Fugitive Canoness Countess Katharina of Wurttemberg 
(07.12.1441–28.06.1497)”. March 5, 2020.  

Tel Aviv University 
Zvi Yavetz School of Historical Studies and The School for Philosophy, Linguistics and Science Studies: “Transformation 
and Mutiliation. Women’s Twisted Medieval History”. December 31, 2019. 

Ben Gurion University 
Department of History: “The Corrupt Yet Beautiful Body of Mary Magdalene in Medieval Conversion Legends”. December 
30, 2019.  

Umeå University 
Literature Department: “The Real Game of Thrones. The Middle Ages Revisited”. December 10, 2019.  
Historiy Department: “The Corrupt Yet Beautiful Body of Mary Magdalene in Medieval Conversion Legends”. December 9, 
2019. 

Collegium Carolinum Praha/Prague 
Insitute for the history of the Czech Republic and Slovakia: “The Real Game of Thrones – Today’s Creative Reception of the 
Medieval World ”. Keynote lecture of public conference on medieval fantasy and gaming industry (“Das Mittelalter in der 
Populärkultur”). November, 30 2019. 
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Karolinska Institutet Stockholm 
Department of Clinical Neuroscience: “Pain in the Medieval Sensorium. Perverse Affects or Placebo Effects?”. September 
24, 2019.  

Humboldt-Universität Berlin 
DAAD Summer School: “Katharina von Württemberg und die prämonstratensischen Doppelklöster Oberschwabens”. July 
16, 2019. 

Université de Fribourg 
English Department: “Christina of Hane”. May 21, 2019. 
Medieval Institute: “Gertrude the Great and Her Easter Dress”. May 20, 2019. 

University of Konstanz 
Mittelalterliche Geschichte: “Premonstratensian Double Monasteries in Wurttemberg”. May 13, 2019. 

University of Zurich  
Mediävistisches Forschungskolloquium: “Editing a Mary Magdalene Legend”. May 15, 2019. 

Boston College 
Medieval Theology Network Conference, Keynote lecture: “Time in a Text(ile)”. Boston, March 3, 2019. 

University of  Freiburg 
Jobtalk for a W-3 professorship in Late Medieval Religious Texts and Digital Humanties: “Schön oder schuldig? Der Körper 
Maria Magdalenas in spätmittelalterlichen Bekehrungslegenden”. February 25, 2019. 

Ruprecht-Karls-University Heidelberg 
Medieval German Research Seminar: “Alanus ab Insulis und Gertrud von Helfta. Intertextualität und Tradition”. July 17, 
2018.  

Harvard University 
Committee on Medieval Studies, Paleography Workshop for Graduate Students: “Medieval Devotional Books and their 
Materiality”. March 27, 2018. 

Cornell University  
German Studies Colloquium Series: “Time in a Text(ile). Gertrude the Great’s Easter Vision”. October 20, 2017. 

University of Bern  
Medieval German Research Seminar: “Religious Manuscripts and Secular Text Studies. The Case of the ‘botte der götlichen 
miltekeit’”. May 30, 2017. 

University of Freiburg 
Public lecture series in Medieval Studies: “Zur Materialität mystischer Bücher im christlichen Spätmittelalter”. May 17, 
2017. 

University of Notre Dame 
Medieval Institute. Keynote lecture graduate student conference “Gender, Sexuality and Performative Identity in the Middle 
Ages”: “Gendered Writing and Reading in Mystical Texts”. April 22, 2017. 

Yale University  
Yale Lectures in Medieval Studies: “The Ontology of the Book. The German Reception of Gertrude of Helfta's ‘Herald of 
Divine Love’”. March 30, 2017. 

Dumbarton Oaks  
Fellows Talk: “Text(ile) Images in Gertrude of Helfta’s Herald”. March 23, 2017. 

University of California Berkeley  
Medieval Studies Seminar: “Carneval and Praying in Gertrude of Helfta”. February 28, 2017. 

Huntington Library  
Fellows Talk: “Material Culture in Huntington Manuscripts”. February 16, 2017. 

Oberlin College  
Department of Religion: “Penitence and Purgatory in 13–14th-century Mysticism”. April 20, 2016. 
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Harvard University  
Mahindra Humanities Center, New Faculty Talk: “Proxy Pain. Penitential Practice and Purgatory in Thirteenth and 
Fourteenth-Century Mysticism”. October 15, 2015. 

University of Erfurt   
Forschungszentrum Gotha, Herzog-Ernst-Forum: “Gertrud die Große in Gotha. Handschrift Cod. Chart. B 269”. July 23, 
2015. 

Ruprecht-Karls-University Heidelberg 
DFG-SFB 933 “Materiale Textkulturen”: “Das Unsagbare in Worte gefasst. Wie die Materialität des Buches das mystische 
Geheimnis manifestiert”. March 19, 2015. 

University of Oxford  
TORCH, Medieval and Early Modern Mysticism Seminar: “A Nun with Musical-Mystical Experiences. The Case Study 
Christina of Hane”. June 17, 2014. 

University of Bern 
Publich lecture series of the Bern Center for Medieval Studies: “Fließende Übergänge. Eine Maria Magdalena-Legende 
überquert den Rhein... und andere Grenzen”. March 27, 2014. 

Harvard University  
Campus Visit Lecture: “What is True Love? Tristan and Isolde in the European Middle Ages”. February 11, 2014. 

Georg-August-University Göttingen 
Forum Junge Mediävistik: “Heiliges Schreiben und Heilig schreiben. Wie Sprache Wirklichkeit schafft. Das Beispiel 
Christina von Hane”. November 16, 2010.  

German Historical Institute Paris 
Forum du Mardi: “Hoc iudicium creavit omnipotens Deus. Über die Ritualität von Gottesurteilen und ihre politische 
Aussagekraft”. October 12, 2010. 

École nationale des chartes Paris  
Public Presentation and Defense: “Étude sur le rituel de l’ordalie. Soutenance publique du mémoire de Master”. July 21, 
2010. 

Conference & Workshop Papers (Invited & Submitted) 
Ludwigs-Maximilians-University Munich (Invited Key-note)  

“Nachträgliche Vorzeichen. Historische Zäsur als dramatische Zuspitzung”. Conference “Epochal entgrenzt?! 
Geschichtswissenschaftliches Forschen und Lehren und die Zäsur um 1500”. November 20, 2026. 

University of Tübingen (Invited)  
“Körperlichkeit als Vehikel des Spekulativen”. Interdisciplinary, international, and interreligious conference “Prekäre 
Ästhetik” of SFB 1391 “Andere Äthetik”. June 4–6, 2025. 

The 61st International Congress on Medieval Studies (Submitted) 
“The Helfta Mysticism as Art Criticism”. Panel “Writing at Helfta”. Western Michigan University Campus, Kalamazoo. May 
14–16, 2026. 

Jawaharlal Nehru University Delhi (Invited)  
Workshops (online and in presence) for Students “Why do the Middle Ages matter when studying German?”. January–
February 2024. 

English and Foreign Languages University Hyderabad (Invited) 
Workshops (online and in presence) for Students “Why do the Middle Ages matter when studying German?”. January–
February 2024. 

Warburg Institute, University of London (Invited) 
“Extremes of Attention and Distraction: Theory, Practice, and Pedagogy”. Interdisciplinary workshop organized by Lorraine 
Daston and Ewan Jones. February 8–9, 2024.  
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Universität Siegen KH Berlin Weißensee (Invited) 
“The Real Game of Thrones? Mythische Dimensionen in Narrativen des Mittelalters”. International Conference of the SFB 
1472 Transformationen des Populären “Mythen und Mittelalter: Paradigmen einer Bildästhetik der Fantasy (1880-2020)”. 
Berlin, March 13–15, 2023. 

International Medieval Congress (Submitted) 
“Premonstratensian Double Monasteries: Ideal, Myth, and Reality”. Panel: “Double Monasteries as Places of Inclusive and 
Exclusive Borders I”. University of Leeds, July 6, 2022. 

Hamburg University (Invited) 
“Daz inner ouge der sêle. Vision bei Meister Eckhart”. International Conference of the Kolleg-Forschungsgruppe 
„Imaginarien der Kraft“: “Wahrnehmungskräfte – Kräfte wahrnehmen. Dynamiken der Sinne in Wissenschaft, Kunst und 
Literatur”. June 9–11, 2022. 

Bibliothèque Nationale et Universitaire de Strasbourg (Invited) 
“Présentation des manuscrits et incunables de l’œuvre de Gerson à Freiburg”. Interregional Conference “Gerson rhénan. 
Réception et transmission de l’œuvre de Jean Gerson dans le Rhin supérieur aux 15e et 16e siècles”. May 12–14, 2022. Co-
authored with Jonas Hermann and Meret Wüthrich.  

Meister-Eckhart-Tagung 2022 (Invited) 
“Meister Eckhart und Ekstase? Eine alte Frage neu aufgeworfen”. International Conference: “Meister Eckhart heute. 
Übersetzen, Übertragen, neu Entdecken”. March 25–27, 2022. 

Uppsala University (Invited) 
History Department Seminar: “Double Monasteries in the Late Middle Ages”. February 26, 2020. 

International Medieval Congress (Invited) 
“Material Culture in Mysticism? Gertrude of Helfta Says Yes”. Panel: “It’s Personal: The Impact of Lived Experience on the 
Conceptualization of the Sacred”. University of Leeds. July 2, 2019. 

Medieval Academy of America (Submitted) 
“’Sing a New Song’. Convention and Innovation in Minnesang”. Panel: “Genius and Originality in Medieval Literature and 
Art. The Undiscovered Artist and Poet”. Philadelphia, PA. March 9–12, 2019. 

American Academy of Religion (Submitted) 
“The 13th-century Premonstratensian Christina of Hane: “Just Another Crazy Nun” or Original Mystical Theology?” The 
History of Christianity Unit, Panel “Traversing Theology: Social Theory and Religious Thought in Community”. Denver, 
CO. November 17–20, 2018. 

German Studies Association (Submitted) 
“Textile Culture and Mysticism”. Seminar “Gender, the Sacred and Materiality”. Pittsburgh, PA. September 27–30, 2018. 

Ludwig-Maximilians-Universität Munich (Invited) 
“Imaginäre Kleider – textile Sprachkritik oder heilsgeschichtliche Visionen? Alanus ab Insulis und Gertrud von Helfta”. 
DFG-FG 1986 “Natur in politischen Ordnungsentwürfen: Antike - Mittelalter - Frühe Neuzeit”. Fraueninsel im Chiemsee. 
July 18–20, 2018. 

Catholic University of Leuven (Submitted) 
“The Mystical Theology of the 13th-c. Premonstratensian Christina of Hane”. Mystical Theology Network Meeting 
“Medieval Mystical Theology in Dialogue with Contemporary Thought”. Leuven, May 30–June 2, 2018. 

The 53rd International Congress on Medieval Studies (Invited) 
“The Earliest German Transmission of Gertrude of Helfta’s ‘Herald’. Gotha, Forschungsbibliothek, Cod. Chart. B 269”. 
Panel organised and funded by the Cistercian Order. Western Michigan University Campus, Kalamazoo. May 10–13, 2018. 

The 53rd International Congress on Medieval Studies (Submitted) 
“The Twenty-First-Century Medievalist: Digital Methods, Career Diversity, and Beyond”. A Round Table Discussion 
organised by CARA, Medieval Academy of America. Western Michigan University Campus, Kalamazoo. May 10–13, 2018. 

University of Tübingen (Invited) 
“Premonstratensians in Wurttemberg”. International Conference on Medieval Wurttemberg. Tübingen. April 12–14, 2018. 
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Harvard University (Submitted) 
“From Manuscript to Textual Copy. The German Rewriting of Gertrude the Great’s Legatus divinae pietatis”. Committee on 
Medieval Studies Conference “Recycling, Revision, and Relocation in the Middle Ages”. Cambridge, MA. February 9, 
2018. 

University of Bonn (Invited) 
“The Last Empress. Feminine Charisma and the End of the Carolingian Dynasty”. DFG-SFB 1167 “Premodern 
Configurations in a Transcultural Perspective”. Bonn. November 30–December 2, 2017. 

German Studies Association (Submitted) 
“Philology. Textual – Material – Digital” Seminar “The Future of the Past. New Approaches to Germanic Studies before 
1750”. Atlanta, GA. October 5–8, 2017. 

International Medieval Congress (Invited) 
“Mysticism and Otherness. Bridging Theoretical Divides – Philosophical and Literary Responses”. A Round Table 
Discussion organised by the Mystical Theology Network. University of Leeds. July 5, 2017. 

University of Oxford (Invited) 
“The Christ Child in the Host. Bodleiana Ms. Germ e.22”. Bodleian Library, Symposium in Honour of Prof. Nigel F. 
Palmer. Oxford. October 29, 2016. 

University of Leipzig (Invited) 
“Das Herz-Jesu-Motiv im ‘Fießenden Licht der Gottheit’ Mechthilds von Magdeburg”. Handschriftenzentrum Leipzig, 
Interdisciplinary Workshop Mauerfälle der Mystik. Leipzig. September 10, 2016. 

Somerville College, University of Oxford (Invited) 
“Material Culture and Temporality in a Visionary Dress.” Somerville College Medieval and Early Modern Research 
Workshop. Oxford, June 24, 2016. 

Harvard University (Invited) 
“Mystical Materiality. A Research Portfolio”. Medieval Studies Collation. Cambridge, MA. February 4, 2016. 

Stanford University (Invited) 
“Material Culture meets Transcendental Claim. Medieval German Mysticism in its Concreteness”. Center for Medieval and 
Early Modern Studies, Symposium “The Phenomenology of the Source”. Paolo Alto, CA. November 13, 2015. 

Anglo-German Colloquium (Submitted) 
“Wie man got verwunden sol mit einem ougen. Schmerzensfreude in Gertruds von Helfta ‘botte der götlichen miltekeit’”. 
Saarbrücken. September 3, 2015. 

International Medieval Congress (Invited) 
“Gertrude the Great in Reception. How Latin Mystical Thought Gets Transformed in Translation”. University of Leeds. July 
8, 2015. 

Somerville College, University of Oxford (Invited) 
“Time and Temporality Woven into a Nun’s Dress. Gertrude of Helfta’s Easter Vision”. Somerville College Medieval and 
Early Modern Research Workshop. Oxford. June 19, 2015. 

Symposium des Mediävistenverbandes (Submitted) 
“Wenn die Seele in Gott mündet. Das Ein- und Ausfließen der göttlichen Natur im mystischen Schrifttum”. University of 
Bern. March 24, 2015. 

International Medieval Congress (Invited) 
“Heavenly Music and Musical Heaven. The Role of Music for Medieval German Mystics”. University of Leeds. July 10, 
2014. 

University of Oxford (Submitted) 
“The Not So Wild Alexander? Leich between Tradition and Innovation”. With David William Hughes. Jena Songbook 
Conference. Oxford. May 31, 2014. 

German History Society (Submitted) 
“A Medieval Saint in the Early Modern Period. Interest and Manipulation”. Royal Holloway London. September 12, 2013. 
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International Medieval Congress (Invited) 
“’Die meyster stryden…’ How the Mystic Christina of Hane Contributes to a Scholastic Discussion on the Priority over 
Knowledge, Love, or Fruitio”. University of Leeds. July 4, 2013. 

Marie Curie Network Public Event (Submitted) 
“Saintly Writing and Writing Saints. The Mystical Account of Christina of Hane”. Respondent Prof. Burkhard Hasebrink. 
University of Freiburg. April 12, 2013. 

Medieval German Seminar, University of Oxford (Invited) 
“Drinking and Gambling in the Carmina Burana”. Oxford. March 6, 2013. 

University of Oxford (Submitted) 
“Visions of the Divine. Between Immateriality and Corporeality”. Master class with Prof. Jeffrey F. Hamburger. January 16, 
2013.  

Université Libre de Bruxelles (Invited) 
“La perception de ‘l'image divine’. Entre vision et corporéité”. Journée d’études du FRS-FNRS (Belgian research centre). 
November 23, 2012. 

University of Oxford (Invited) 
“The Soul as a Frog. Bridget of Sweden’s First Book of Revelations”. Oxford Mystics Reading Group. November 1, 2012.  

University of Oxford (Submitted) 
“The Book as Embodiment of Divine Truth. The Mystical Account of Christina of Hane”. Conference “Medieval Women & 
Their Books”. October 12, 2012. 

International Congress of the Société Internationale pour l’Étude de la Philosophie Médiévale (Submitted) 
“Constituting the Ineffable. Mystical Speech through Performative Language”. Kardinal-Döpfner-Haus Freising. August 20, 
2012. 

University of Oxford (Invited) 
“Meister Alexander and his Minneleich in the Jenaer Liederhandschrift. A Close Reading Considering Musicological 
Aspects”. Medieval German Seminar. May 23, 2012. Co-authored with David William Hughes.  

Université de Fribourg (Invited) 
“Lässt sich das Unsagbare schreiben? Christina von Hane unter Zuhilfenahme von Meister Eckhart gegengelesen”. 
International Graduate Conference. May 17, 2012.  

University of Oxford (Invited) 
“Visions in Mystical Texts with Examples from Mechthild of Magdeburg’s Flowing Light of Godhead”. Medieval German 
Seminar. February 2, 2012.  

University of Antwerp (Invited) 
“Hagiography versus Mysticism? A Critical Approach”. Marie Curie Network Meeting. December 1, 2011. 

University of Manchester (Invited) 
“Das Gottesurteil der Kaiserin Richgard. Wie Geschichtsschreibung Legenden bildet”. International Conference on Late 
Medieval Strasbourg. April 15, 2011. 

University of Freiburg (Invited) 
“The Soul in the Mystical Account of Christina of Hane”. Marie Curie Network Meeting. March 17, 2011. 

University of Oxford (Invited) 
“The Dragon Fight within the Wolfdietrich-Epos”. Medieval German Seminar. February 2, 2011. 

University of Oxford (Invited) 
“Oriental Christians and the Oriental View on Christianity during the Middle Ages”. Medieval German Seminar. November 
10, 2010. 

University of Oxford (Invited) 
“The Biography of Christina of Hane. MS. 324 at the BNU Strasburg”. Marie Curie Network Meeting. October 21, 2010. 
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Musée de Cluny Paris (Invited) 
“Présentation de la tapisserie La délivrance de Saint Pierre (inv. Cl. 1235)”. École nationale des chartes, Medieval Art 
Seminar. May 20, 2009. 

École nationale des chartes Paris (Submitted) 
“Le système bibliothécaire en Allemagne. Une introduction”. Book and Media History Seminar. October 27, 2008.  

Academic Service 
Conference & Panel Organizer 

Co-Organizer of the Conference “Kulturtopographie am Bodensee”. Salem, September 19-20, 2025.  

Co-Organizer of the Anglo-German Colloquium on “Posthumanism”. Oxford, September 3–7, 2025.  

Co-Organizer of the conference “Archäologie der Handschrift”. Freiburg, October 9–11, 2023. 

Co-Organizer of the Memorial Symposium for Nigel F. Palmer. Oxford, May 19–20, 2023.  

Co-Organizer of the Meister Eckhart Annual Conference (“Predigt und Bibel in Kloster und Welt”), Freiburg. March 30–April 
2, 2023.  

Conference Organizer, “’Women Read Differently’ – also in the Middle Ages? Gendered Reading from 1300 to 1500”, 
Freiburg. March 9–11, 2023.  

Interdisciplinary Workshop on Medieval Mental Imagery and Neuroscience, Hamburg Institute for Advanced Study. June 23, 
2022.  

Panel organizer University of Leeds, International Medieval Congress 2022 “Double Monasteries as Places of Inclusive and 
Exclusive Borders I & II”. July 4 –7, 2022.  

Co-Organizer of the 2019 Mystical Theology Network Conference “Metaphor, Making, and Mysticism” at Boston College. 
February 28–March 3, 2019.  

Convenor and Co-Organizer of the “Young Medievalist Germanists in North America” (YMAGINA) panels at the German 
Studies Association Annual Meeting. 2017–2019. 

Convenor and Organizer of a Digital Editing Conference at Harvard University. April 6, 2018. 

Convenor and Organizer of research discussion panel “Medieval Mysticism and Modern Philosophy” and Graduate 
Conference Harvard-Princeton at Harvard University. April 1–2, 2016. 

Co-Organizer of the interdisciplinary conference “Didacticism, Satire, and Song. Understanding the Jena Songbook” at 
University of Oxford. May 30–31, 2014. 

Co-Organizer of the interdisciplinary conference “Medieval Women & Their Books. Manuscript Culture and Devotion in 
Germany and the Low Countries” at University of Oxford. October 12, 2013.  

Conference Panel Commentator & Chair 

Falling Walls Summit, “Volkswagen Foundation Symposium for Breakthroughs in Social Sciences and Humanities”, Host. 
November 8, 2023.  

University of Freibrug, International Workshop “Medieval Identities: (Re)Constructing the Self and the Other”, Panel Chair, 
May 23, 2023.  

University of Leeds, International Medieval Congress, Panel Commentator “Double Monasteries as Places of Inclusive and 
Exclusive Borders II”. July 6, 2022.  

Falling Walls Summit, “Volkswagen Foundation Symposium for Breakthroughs in Social Sciences and Humanities”, Host. 
November 8, 2021.  

University of Leeds, International Medieval Congress, Panel Participant “Mystical Theology Network”. Leeds. July 4, 2017. 

Tagung der Meister Eckhart Gesellschaft, “Der unbekannte Eckhart”, Moderator of session on sermons by Tauler. Munich. 
March 24–26, 2020. 
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Mystical Theology Nerwork Conference “Metaphor, Making, and Mysticism”, Plenary Panel Chair. Boston College. March 1, 
2019. 

German Studies Association Annual Meeting, Panel Chair “Sciences and Specialized Areas of Knowledge”. Pittsburgh, PA. 
September 27–30, 2018. 

German Studies Association, Panel Comentator “German in Latinized Worlds”. Atlanta, GA. October 5–8, 2017 

University of Leeds, International Medieval Congress, Panel Participant “Mysticism and Otherness, Interdisciplinary 
Perspectives – Philosophical and Literary Responses”. Leeds. July 5, 2017. 

Medieval Academy of America, Chair “Dangerous, Deviant, and Disobedient Women”. Boston. February 25, 2016. 

German Studies Association Annual Meeting, Panel Chair “Reading Texts from the Past in New Contexts”. Washington D.C. 
October 2, 2015. 

University of Leeds, International Medieval Congress, Panel Chair “Performing Medieval Text”. Leeds. July 3, 2015. 

Other Academic Activities 

Yale University, Online- Workshop on Medieval German Litereature     2020, 2024 
Speculum: Peer Reviewer for Article Submissions        2022–2025 
Grant reviewer for DAAD, DFG, FWF, Fritz-Thyssen-Foundation,  
Union der deutschen Akademien der Wissenschaften.       2022–current 
Meister-Eckhart-Jahrbuch: Peer Reviewer for Article Submissions      2021–current 
Viator, Harvard Library Bulletin: Peer Reviewer for Article Submissions     2017–current 
Cambridge University Press, Cornell University Press, Bloomsbury: Reviewer for monograph publications 2020–current 
Stanford/Berkeley/Toronto/Princeton/ Harvard Graduate Colloquium: Faculty Member    2017–2021 
Dartmouth Medieval Studies Colloquium Participant       2017 

University Service  

University of Freiburg 

University of Freiburg, Member of the Frankreichzentrum (Centre for France Studies)   Since 2025 
President’s Office, Member of the Committee for the HRK audit on internationalization    2023–2025 
Senat’s Committee on Equality, Faculty Vice-Representative      2023–2025 
Director of Institute, Deutsches Seminar         2023–2024 
Philological Faculty, Member of the Faculty Council        2024–2027 
Philological Faculty, Faculty Vice-Representative, Committee on Grades    2024–2027 
President’s Office, Member of Committee for a New Vision for the University    2022–2023 
Medieval German, Department Chair         2022–current 
Center for Medieval Studies, Organizer of Public Lecture Series      2021–2023 
Center for Medieval Studies, Graduate Admissions Committee      Since 2022 
Faculty Vice-Representative, Student Union         2021–current  
Digital Humanities Steering Committee         2020–2024 
Philological Faculty, Committee Member of Search W3 Professorship in Digital Humanities  2025–2026 
Philological Faculty, Committee Member of Search W3 Professorship in Media Studies    2025–2026 
Law Faculty, Senat Committee Member Search W3 Professorship in Public Law    2023 
Theology Faculty, Committee Member of Search W3 Professorship in New Testament Studies  2024–2025 
Philosophical Faculty, Committee Member Evaluation of T-T Postholder in Byzantine Archeology  2022–2023 
Philological Faculty, Committee Member of Honorary Professorship in Medieval German   2022–2023 
Philological Faculty, Committee Member of Search W3 Professorship in Media Studies    2022–2023 
Philological Faculty, Leading Member of Search W3 Professorship in Medieval German    2021–2022 
Philological Faculty, Gender Equality Officer of Search W3 Professorship in German Linguistics   2020–2021 
Philosophical Facutly, Committee Member Search W1 Tenure-Track in Near Orient Archeology   2020–2021 
Philological Faculty, Committee Member Evaluation of Tenure-Track Postholder in Middle English  2020–2022 

Harvard University 
Memorial Minute Committee for Professor Eckehard Simon      2020 
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Harvard University, FAS Faculty Council interrim member      2018–2019 
Harvard College, Arts and Humanities dinners at the Office of Career Services     2019 
Harvard College, Hoopes Prize Committee         2018, 2019 
Harvard College, Nomination Committee for the Keasbey Scholarship (Oxbridge postgraduate studies)  2017 
Freshmen Conversation on Liberal Arts, Office of Undergraduate Education    2017 
Co-chair of German Studies New Perspectives, Mahindra Humanities Center    2017–2019 
Member of the FAS Standing Committee on Information Technology     2017–2019 
Referee for Houghton Library Manuscript Acquisitions       2016–2020 
Appleton Chapel Morning Prayer Talk. Feburary 1, 2016, online: https://soundcloud.com/harvard  2016 
Contributor to Houghton Library Master Class Exhibition, Exhibit and Audio-Guide    2016 
Member of the Digital Art and Humanities Committee      2015–2016 
Senior Room Faculty Member of Mather House        2014–1026 
 

Medieval German Graduate Colloquium         2019  
Graduate Admissions German          2016, 2018, 2019 
German Professional Development Seminars for graduate students      2015, 2016, 2018 
German Subcomittee for Revising MA and PhD reading lists       2017–2018 
German Walz Price Subcommittee (graduate academic essay)       2015–2019 
German Blume Prize Subcommittee (BA Senior thesis)       2015, 2018, 2019 
German Blume Prize Subcommittee (G1 and G2 academic record)      2019 
Individualised Preparation of German Graduate Students for General Exams     2016, 2018, 2019 
Mock Oral Exams for German Undergraduate Students Period Paper      2015 
 

AB Subcommittee Religion          2014–2018 
Graduate Admissions Religion          2016, 2018, 2019 
Religion Senior Theses Prospectus Defense        2014–2017 
Religion Professional Interviews Training for graduate students      2017–2019 
 

Standing Member of the Committee on Medieval Studies       2014–2020 
Curriculum Subcomitttee Medieval Studies         2014–2015 
Event and Planning Subcomitttee Medieval Studies        2015–2019 
Medieval Studies Senior Thesis Prize Subcommittee        2015, 2016 
Medieval Studies Undergraduate Symposium, Panel Chair      2019 

Membership in Academic Bodies 

American Academy of Religion          2017–2020 
Association des étudiants en Master de l’École des chartes Paris (founding member)    2010–current 
German History Society           2011–2014 
German Studies Association (life member)         Since 2015 
Mediävistenverband e.V.           2017–current 
Medieval Academy of America         2014–current 
Medium Ævum            2013–current 
Meister Eckhart Society          2013–current 
Meister Eckhart Gesellschaft         2019–current 
Modern Language Association of America        2012–2020 
Oswald von Wolkenstein-Gesellschaft        2015–current 
Société de l’École des chartes          2010–current 
Société Internationale pour l’Étude de la Philosophie Médiévale (upon recommendation)    2012–current 
Somerville College, University of Oxford, Medievalist Research Group     2015–current 
Steering Committee Adam von Trott Memorial, Mansfield College, University of Oxford   2010–2014, 2016 
Verband der Historiker und Historikerinnen Deutschlands e.V.      2017–current 
Wolfram von Eschenbach-Gesellschaft         2015–current 
Young Medieval Germanists in North America (organizing member)      2015–2020 
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Courses Taught 

University of Freiburg  

Lecture Courses 
Posthumanismus in der Vormoderne. Co-taught      2023 
Forschungsparadigmen der Germanistischen Mediävistik      2020–2021. 2022–2023 
Einführung in die Sprachgeschichte und mittelalterliche Literatur     2020–2021. 2022–2023 

Colloquia 
Forschungskolloquium          2021. 2022–2023. 2023 
Medieval Studies Kolloquium        2020–2021. 2022–2023 

Graduate Seminars 
Digital Text-Editing         2024 
Writing Nos-Documents. Women Convents in the Upper Rhine region. Co-taught  2023–2024  
The texts of Heinrich Seuse        2020–2021 
Heilige oder Hexe? Frauenspiritualität im Mittelalter      2021 

Undergraduate Seminars 
Human and non-human migration from the Middle Ages to today. Co-taught   2024 
Heinrich Seuse           2023 
Hartmann von Aue, Iwein          2021 
Heilige oder Hexe? Frauenspiritualität im Mittelalter      2020–2021 
Heinrich von Morungen         2020–2021 
Begleitseminar zur Einführung in die Sprachgeschichte und mittelalterliche Literatur  2020–2021, 2022–2023 
Hagiographisches Schreiben/Hagiographic Writing      2021 
Arthus Mythos, Hartmann von Aue, Erec       2021 

Harvard University 

Lecture Courses 
Humanities Colloquium (Great Book’s Class). Co-taught      2015, 2017 
The Real Game of Thrones. Culture, Society, and Religion in the Middle Ages   2017, 2018 

Undergraduate &Freshman Seminars 
Guilty Until Proven Innocent. Justice and Truth in the Middle Ages    2016 
From Saint to Witch. Medieval Female Spirituality      2015, 2019  
Women’s Voices from Medieval Germany       2015 

Graduate Seminars 
Germanic Historical Linguistics        2017 
Digital Text-Editing a Medieval Mary Magdalene Legend     2017–2018, 2019 
Medieval Mysticism and Modern Philosophy. Meister Eckhart and His Legacy   2016 
Middle High German Language and Culture/German Philology    2014, 2015, 2018 

Graduate Tutorials 
Mechthild of Magdeburg’s “Fließendes Licht der Gottheit“     2015 
Meister Eckhart’s Vernacular Writings       2015 
Middle High German Poetry         2015, 2018 
Prologues in Verse Epics         2018 

Undergraduate Tutorials 
Hadewijch of Antwerp in Middle Dutch       2018 

University of Oxford 

Lecture Courses 
Paper IX: Early Prescribed Texts: Minnesang. Heinrich von Morungen    2013, 2016 
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Paper IV: Linguistic Studies: Middle High German up to 1450     2013 
 
Undergraduate Seminars 
Paper I: Translation from Modern English into German     2013, 2014 
Paper II: Translation from Modern German into English     2013, 2014 
Paper III: Translation from unseen Middle High German to English    2013, 2014 
Paper IV: Franz Kafka, Georg Kaiser, Arthur Schnitzler, Bertolt Brecht    2013-2014 
Paper VI: Medieval German Culture to 1450       2013, 2014 
Paper IX: Parzival, Nibelungenlied, Osterspiele, Heinrich von Morungen   2013, 2014 
Paper IX: Translation from Middle High German to English     2012, 2013, 2014 

Georg-August-University Göttingen 

Undergraduate Tutorials 
Literary Theory          2008 
Middle High German Grammar        2007 

Continued Teaching Training 

Bok Center Faculty Seminar Series on Learning 
Curating in the Context of Art Museums, with Soyoung Lee, Landon and Lavinia Clay Chief Curator, Harvard Art Museums. 
April 15, 2019. 

Embodied Learning: Introducing Vocal and Physical Exercises into your Teaching, with Erika Bailey, Head of Voice and 
Speech at American Repertory Theater. March 5, 2019. 

Languages 
Living Languages 

Native German 
Native Modern Standard Arabic 
Near-native command of English  
Near-native command of French 
Basic Italian 
Basic Swedish 
Reading Knowledge: Dutch, Spanish 

Historical Languages 
Classical and Medieval Latin   
Old/Middle/ Early New High German 
Middle Low German and Middle Dutch 
Old French 
Classical Arabic 
Biblical Hebrew 


