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This talk explores the interplay between creativity and productivity in the diachronic
development of Spanish aspectual periphrastic constructions, with a focus on terminative and
inchoative meanings. Compared to other Romance languages, Spanish displays an unusually
high degree of periphrastic productivity—understood here in the sense of Aronoff (1976),
Barddal (2008), and Bybee (2010)—especially in its aspectual system. These multi-word
constructions typically consist of an auxiliary verb and a non-finite verb form, sometimes linked
by a preposition or conjunction. Different mechanisms, interacting in complex ways, can be
identified as explanatory factors for the large and growing family of verbal periphrases. Our
central research question is: What roles do different types of linguistic creativity play in the
historical expansion of the periphrastic constructional network in Spanish? Creativity has
indeed been defined as a driving force of innovation and thus also of productivity and
extensibility of periphrastic constructions, specifically as concerns the auxiliary slot, and of the
periphrastic constructional network overall (cf. Hoffmann 2019, in press).



