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Abstract: This paper undertakes a survey on the Ph. D. theses written by Chinese students at German
universities to give a brief review of the overall situation of Chinese students receiving legal education
in Germany since the implementation of reform and opening-up policy in China. In the last four dec—
ades the number of Chinese students in Germany has been steadily increasing. In addition certain
patterns have emerged concerning the distribution of the fields and topics of law covered by their
Ph. D. theses. Furthermore this paper identifies the trend of concentration of universities and super—
visors chosen by Chinese Ph. D. candidates. Chinese lawyers holding German Ph. D. degree in law
are important messengers in the exchange between Chinese and German law circles. On the one hand
their research findings are originally published in German and have contributed to the enrichment of
German-speaking readers and on the other hand they may also be disseminated in Chinese if these
Chinese students pursue an academic career upon returning to China. In the latter case the research
of Chinese returnees serves to a certain degree to promote the broadening of horizons as well as the de—
velopment of knowledge in the fields of Chinese law involved. The reflections on the difficulties faced
by Chinese students in completing their Ph. D. degrees and in reintegrating themselves into the do-
mestic academic circle after returning to China illustrates the need to explore in more depth the possi—
bility of improving the value of studying law in Germany both at the individual level and at the state
level. This exploration may help to train Chinese legal talents for the future and to enable them to full-
y develop their abilities.

Key Words: studying in Germany as foreign students Ph. D. theses in law German law legal dog—

matics biased affinity towards the foreign country in which one has studied
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