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| General Information

For detailed information on all topics listed below, please consult the LAS Info Board on ILIAS or follow the
links that will take you the relevant entries.

1 Teaching Periods Winter Semester 2026/2027

Teaching Period Dates

Pre-Block 28 September — 9 October

Block | 19 October — 11 December

Block I 14 December — 19 February

University Semester 19 October — 12 February

Re-sit Period 1 - 30 April (re-sit examinations that require students’ presence only)

2 LAS Academic Calendar

Date Dates and Deadlines

10.08. — 05.09. | Pre-Block Course Registration

Wed |[02.09. |Deadline: Application for Admission of Bachelor Thesis

18.09. — 05.10. |LAS Course Registration with consecutive registration periods

28.09. - 09.10. |Pre-Block Courses

01.10. - 31.10. |Resit Period

Mon |05.10. |Application for SLI Language Courses begins (individual courses paid by UCF)

12.10. - 16.10. |LAS Welcome Week
LAS Graduation Ceremony

Fri 16.10. Deadline: Application for Courses of other Degree Programs (University of Freiburg)
Confirmation from Major/Core Coordinators
University Semester and Block | begin

Mon |19.10.
Event: Exam Registration Information (12:15h)

19.10.-01.11. |LAS Exam Registration for Block | and Semester courses

Tue 20.10. |Event: Bachelor Thesis Information (Max-Kade 2)

sun lol11 Deadline: Applicati_on _for Courses _of _other Degree Programs (University of Freiburg)
(for all graded examinations) — Submission on ILIAS

Sat 01.11. |Public Holiday: All Saint’s Day (no shopping)

02.11.-08.11. |Withdrawal from Examination for semester-long courses in HISinOne

Sun 15.11. |Deadline: Round One Application UCF Exchange Programs



https://ilias.uni-freiburg.de/goto.php?target=wiki_2257179
https://ilias.uni-freiburg.de/goto.php?target=wiki_wpage_24309_2257179&client_id=unifreiburg
https://ilias.uni-freiburg.de/goto.php?target=wiki_2257179_Language_Courses_at_SLI
https://ilias.uni-freiburg.de/goto.php?target=wiki_wpage_25446_2257179&client_id=unifreiburg
https://ilias.uni-freiburg.de/goto.php?target=wiki_wpage_25446_2257179&client_id=unifreiburg

Date Dates and Deadlines

Deadline: Application Credit Recognition for Study Abroad

Thu 02.12. |Deadline: Application for Admission of Bachelor Thesis

Mon |14.12. |Block Il begins

14.12. - 27.12. |LAS Exam Registration Block Il courses

Thu 17.12. | Event: UCF Director’s Punch

24.12. - 06.01. | University Christmas Break (no teaching)

Thu 15.01. |Deadline: Round Two Application UCF Exchange Programs

tha Event: Foundational Year: Second Semester Info

Deadline: Declaration of Major in HISinOne

Sun 31.01.
Deadline: Application for Graduation

Tue 14.02. |Deadline: Application for Admission of Bachelor Thesis

End of Febru-

ary Publication of the LAS Course Catalog SS 2027 on the UCF website

3 Course and Exam Registration

LAS students and LAS exchange students can register for courses and exams that appear in the LAS Course
Catalog in HISinOne (unless stated otherwise in the remarks section of individual course descriptions). The
relevant guidelines are available on the ILIAS Info Board (click the boxes below for the specific entries).

Course Registration Exam Registration Languages

Information on taking courses of other degree programs can be found in the Info Board section on Credit
Recognition.

3.1 Course Registration

The LAS course registration procedure ensures that LAS students and LAS exchange students can register
for a sufficient number of courses to keep up with their studies and that they get priority for compulsory
courses they require in order to graduate.

Places are assigned after the registration period. Students from higher years will get priority unless otherwise
noted in the course description. Courses with will less than five participants may be cancelled.

When Thu, 18.09. — Mon, 22.09. (12:00h, noon)

_ . _ Who LAS students who have formally declared their Major
Registration Period I:
LAS Major Modules only What A max of 5 UCF courses to be recognized as Major courses
only

Students whose registration requests were declined or altered can register for
alternative courses on Wednesday, 16.09., 14-18h in HISinOne.



https://ilias.uni-freiburg.de/goto.php?target=wiki_wpage_24309_2257179&client_id=unifreiburg
https://ilias.uni-freiburg.de/goto.php?target=wiki_wpage_24332
https://ilias.uni-freiburg.de/goto.php?target=wiki_wpage_24310
https://ilias.uni-freiburg.de/goto.php?target=wiki_wpage_24309_2257179&client_id=unifreiburg
https://uni-freiburg.de/ucf/las/#handbooks
https://ilias.uni-freiburg.de/goto.php/wiki/wpage_23797_2257179
https://ilias.uni-freiburg.de/goto.php/wiki/wpage_24546_2257179
https://ilias.uni-freiburg.de/goto.php/wiki/wpage_24546_2257179
https://ilias.uni-freiburg.de/goto.php?target=wiki_wpage_24329
https://ilias.uni-freiburg.de/goto.php?target=wiki_wpage_24595
https://ilias.uni-freiburg.de/goto.php/wiki/wpage_26391_2257179

When Thu, 25.09. — Mon, 29.09. (12:00h, noon)

) . ; Who LAS students and LAS incoming exchange students
Registration Period II:

all LAS modules . . .
What A max of 5 UCF courses in the Major, the Core, or the Electives

Students whose registration requests were declined or altered can register for
alternative courses on Wednesday, 23.09., 14-18h in HISinOne.

When Thu, 01.10. — Mon, 05.10. (12:00h, noon)

; . i Who All students of the University of Freiburg
Registration Period IIl:

Allocation of

Remaining Places What Students can register for a maximum of 6 courses that still have

places available.

Places will be assigned throughout the registration period. Regularly check your
registration status. Please de-register from courses that you do not want to take
immediately.

Students can withdraw from courses during the Course Cancellation Period from 10.-14.10. Students from
the waiting list may be assigned to courses during that week.

3.2 Exam Registration

All students who wish to get credits for courses need to register for examinations. The registration periods ap-
ply to all courses offered by UCF (unless otherwise noted in the course details). Please register right at the
beginning of the registration period in case any problems arise.

You are not allowed to take part in the exam or will not be given a grade for any written work if you
have not registered by the deadline specified.

Period Dates Exam Registration and Withdrawal

1 various dates Registration Pre-Block

2 19.10. - 01.11. Registration and withdrawal Block | and semester long courses
02.11.-08.11. Withdrawal semester long courses

3 14.12. - 27.12. Registration and withdrawal Block Il

UCF does not organize exam registration for students of other degree programs and for international ex-
change students from other departments. This is organized at the relevant faculty or by the International Of-
fice for students on international office exchange programs. Students should contact their faculty or the Inter-
national Office.

Pass/fail assessments (Studienleistungen) will appear as REG (Registriert) and graded assessments
(Prufungsleisungen) as ZU (zugelassen) in HSinOne. See My enrollments and registrations or your transcript
of records. Always check your status after registration!

3.3 Problems with Registration?

If course or exam registration in HISinOne does not work, please immediately contact LAS program coordina-
tion on the LAS Info Board Forum or send clearly individual cases to las.consultation@ucf.uni-freiburg.de.
Requests after the given deadline are not considered.

Always provide

= your name, matriculation number, and Major,
= the exact course and module title that you wish to register for,
= information about your problem. Please provide a screenshot whenever possible.


https://ilias.uni-freiburg.de/goto.php/frm/2257152
mailto:las.consultation@ucf.uni-freiburg.de

Course Descriptions

1 Foundational Year Schedule

Bl | Bl Bl | Bl BI | Bl BI | Bl Bl [ Bl

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday
08- Research & Respons. & | Research &
10h Presentation Leadership | Presentation

Sem. 1 WG 1-2 Sem. 1
FY FY
Elective Elective

10- Knowledge in Research & Respons. & | Research & Respons. &
12h Context Presentation Leadership | Presentation Leadership

Lecture Sem. 2-4 WG 3-4 Sem. 2-4 Lecture
oweise | eaw
14h WG 142 WG1
10 | Resd s | fguede | eaw
16h Lecture WG1l+3+4+5 WG 3 + 4 WG3+4+5
16- EAW EAW
18h WG 2 WG 2

Students take the lecture plus one of the seminars/workgroups.

Kollegiengeb&aude
Alte Universitat
Horsaal
Breisacher Tor

Ph
HH
FMF

Peterhof
Hermann-Herder-StralRe
Stefan-Meier-Str. 21




2 Fall Intensive Courses (pre-block)

2.1 Core
Core Fall Intensive
Dr. Erkan Timkaya (erkan.tuemkaya@abi.uni-freiburg.de)
Open to Students Credit Points Max. Enrollment Course Number
Year(s) 2-4 2 20 00LE62S-LAS-CO0100
Module(s) StuPo 2020 Module(s) StuPo 2026
Advanced Academic Skills Advanced Academic Skills
Prerequisites none
Seminar/Workshop (28.-30.09.)
Format, Dates, | \jon, 9-13h, Ph HS 2
Times and
Wed, 9-16h, Ph HS 3
This workshop is designed to empower students to navigate the evolving landscape of
Al technologies in academia. Through interactive sessions, participants will critically
explore the impact of generative Al (GenAl) on academic writing, learning, and critical
thinking. The workshop emphasizes responsible Al use as a supportive tool, not a
replacement for intellectual processes, while addressing ethical concerns, biases, and
limitations. Participants will engage in hands-on activities, reflections, and discussions to
enhance their Al academic skills and develop strategies for integrating Al into their
academic work. This workshop helps students go beyond simply prompting and pasting,
course d instead tive Al in a reflective and ibl
e and instead use generative Al in a reflective and responsible way.
The workshop is divided into three parts:
Part 1: Understanding the role of GenAl in academia: Explore Al’'s evolution, applications,
benefits, and challenges.
Part 2: Towards a responsible and critical application of GenAl: Discuss ethical, critical,
and practical approaches to GenAl.
Part 3: Communication with GenAl responsibly, critical reflection and discussion: Engage
in effective and ethical dialogue and critical discussion on GenAl.
Remarks Course registration: 10.08.-18.09.
Examination SL: Completion of activities in class.
KG Kollegiengebaude Ph Peterhof
AU Alte Universitéat HH Hermann-Herder-StraRe
HS Horsaal FMF  Stefan-Meier-Str. 21

BT Breisacher Tor



mailto:erkan.tuemkaya@abi.uni-freiburg.de

Core Fall Intensive
Holger Witzenleiter, M.A. (kontakt@holger-witzenleiter.de)
Open to Students Credit Points Max. Enrollment Course Number
Year(s) 2-4 2 20 00LE62S-LAS-CO0061
Module(s) StuPo 2020 Module(s) StuPo 2026
Advanced Academic Skills Advanced Academic Skills
Prerequisites none
Format, Dates, Seminar (01.-02.10.)
Times and Thu, 9-17h, AU 01.036a
Rooms Fri, 9-17h, AU 01.036a
Powerful rhetoric and a precise, convincing argumentation will enhance your speeches
or presentations. It is not only the way you structure your argument but also the different
layers of delivery that can take your talks to another level. In this class we will focus on
= short speeches and brief addresses,
= body language, facial expressions and gestures,
= voice pitch, articulation, emphasizing through rhythmic speaking,
Course = dealing with nervousness and fears for public speaking,
Description = presenting: Standard phrases, five picture method, Pecha Kucha method,
= killer phrases and quick-wittedness,
= argumentation.
In this course we will see, what we find impressive, exercise what we will have learnt and
pattern drill what helps us the most. Even if we start with differing previous knowledge,
each student will have the chance to build a stronger and broader competence in these
core skills.
Remarks Course registration: 10.08.-25.09.
Examination SL: Completion of activities in class.
KG Kollegiengebaude Ph Peterhof
AU Alte Universitéat HH Hermann-Herder-StraRe
HS Horsaal FMF  Stefan-Meier-Str. 21

BT Breisacher Tor



mailto:kontakt@holger-witzenleiter.de

2.2 Environmental and Sustainability Sciences

ESS

Fall Intensive

Dr. Hanna Helander (hanna.helander@ucf.uni-freiburg.de)

Open to Students Credit Points Max. Enrollment Course Number

Year(s) 2-4 2 18 00LE62S-LAS-CHEEGOLS0011

Module(s) StuPo 2020 Module(s) StuPo 2026

Electives

Electives

Prerequisites

none

Format, Dates,
Times and
Rooms

Excursion
Wed, 14.10., 8-18h

Course
Description

This year's Black Forest excursion will take us to the northern part of the Black Forest, to
the Kaltenbronn Nature and Forest Reserve. Here, we will explore the region's peatlands
and learn about ongoing efforts to restore these unique ecosystems.

The bog landscape at the Kaltenbronn is one of the largest raised bog landscapes in
southwestern Germany and provides an important habitat for many rare and specialized
plant and animal species. Peatlands are important for biodiversity as they offer valuable
habitats for many rare and highly specialized species. They are also important carbon
sinks and provide numerous other ecosystem services, including retaining sediments and
nutrients, regulating water flows, and offering valuable recreational opportunities for both
wildlife and people. The bogs around the Kaltenbronn were, as most bogs in Europe,
drained through a very dense system of ditches. This caused a deterioration of the water
regime with far reaching consequences for the ecosystem functions of the bog.
Combined with the effects of climate change the bog ecosystem is under threat and
measures are required to counter further deterioration.

As part of the LIFE MooReKa project, sections of the Hohlohmoor are being rewetted to
restore their natural hydrology and ecological functions. How does peatland restoration
work in practice, and what challenges do restoration projects face? During a three-hour
guided tour, we will explore these and other questions with Lars Borrass from the Forest
Research Institute Baden-Wirttemberg (FVA). He will introduce us to the rich flora and
fauna, the ecosystem functions, the restoration measures and the ongoing research in
the area.

In the afternoon, we will also pay a visit to the exhibition "A Future for Peatlands" ("Zukunft
Moor!") at the Kaltenbronn Nature Park Information Centre. The exhibition provides
further insights into the ecology, biodiversity, and restoration of peatlands, allowing us to
deepen our understanding of the unique raised bog landscape of the Kaltenbronn Nature
and Forest Reserve.

Remarks

Registration deadline is 25.09. -- registration for the excursion is binding. Spots are given
in the order registrations are received.

If you need to withdraw your registration for any reason, please do so as early as
possible. You may register for the excursion without taking the 2 ETCS.

Please note that the exhibition is in German. We hope that Al-based translation apps will
enable all participants to fully engage with the exhibition.

Examination

SL: Readings and preparation assignment due 12.10. and 1,000 words reflection paper
due 25.10.

KG Kollegiengebaude Ph Peterhof
AU Alte Universitat HH Hermann-Herder-StralRe

HS Horsaal

FMF  Stefan-Meier-Str. 21

BT Breisacher Tor



mailto:hanna.helander@ucf.uni-freiburg.de

2.3 Life Sciences

Life Sciences Fall Intensive
Dr. Petra Lachmann (lachmannpge@gmail.com)
Open to Students Credit Points Max. Enrollment Course Number
Year(s) 2-4 6 7 O0LE62S-LAS-LS0019
Module(s) StuPo 2020 Module(s) StuPo 2026
Advanced Life Sciences | or Il, Specialization Option | Advanced Life Sciences |, II, or Il
lorll LS: Specialization | or Il
Prerequisites Introduction to Life Sciences, Cell Biology (required)
Seminar (21.-30.9.)
Week 1
Format, Dates, Mon, 9-13h, AU Co-Creation-Room
Times and Tue-Sat (1), 9-15h, lab
Rooms Week 2
Tue, 9-13h, AU Co-Creation-Room
Wed, 9-11h, Ph R 4
What is a drug? What is an active substance? What are biologics? What is an orphan
drug? How are drugs discovered? What are the potential starting points? Who decides
which drug /treatment/disease to follow up? What regulations have to be fulfilled to get
pharmaceuticals approved? Who are the stakeholders involved?
In this interdisciplinary course, we are going to investigate different areas of drug
development. Starting point will be a disease and how it affects the body. The molecules
— receptors, enzymes, genes — that might play a role in the disease will be discussed.
Then we will talk about active substances, how to identify them and how they react with
Course . - - . .
Descrioti the target. The active substance - a chemical-synthetic substance or a biopharmaceutical
escription . . .
- has to be produced in a larger scale and has to be tested in cell cultures, animals and
finally in humans (GLP, GMP, GCP). We will take a closer look at preclinical development
and at clinical trials. We will talk about the Committee of Animal Experimentation as well
as the Ethics Commission and discuss the history behind it.
Emphasis will also be put on legal requirements for drug approval in different countries -
Europe, USA - and the agencies involved. We will spend five days in the lab to learn
more about requirements and the importance of SOPs (Standard Operating Procedures):
how to write them and why they are important; what they should include.
Remarks Life Sciences students only.
Examinati PL: Write a Standard Operating Procedure for the experiments conducted. Due on
Xamination
02.11.2026
KG Kollegiengebaude Ph Peterhof
AU Alte Universitéat HH Hermann-Herder-StraRe
HS Horsaal FMF  Stefan-Meier-Str. 21

BT Breisacher Tor



mailto:lachmannpge@gmail.com

Life Sciences

Fall Intensive

Armin Ardeshirdavani (armindavani@yahoo.com)

Open to Students Credit Points Max. Enrollment Course Number

Year(s) 2-4 6 6 O0LE62S-LAS-LS0047

Module(s) StuPo 2020 Module(s) StuPo 2026

LS: Methods, Advanced Life Sciences I, Il or Il LS: Methods, Advanced Life Sciences I, Il or Il

Prerequisites

Cell Biology

Format, Dates,
Times and
Rooms

Seminar/Practical (21.09.-02.10.)

Mon-Fri, 14-18h, Labs at "Institut fir Biologie 1" (Hauptstrasse 1, 79104 Freiburg, first
floor). Exact room will be announced by email.

Practicals in the second week may require additional presence in the morning.

Course
Description

This course explores how cells make decisions — when to divide, what to become, and
how to organize themselves into tissues and organs. We’ll examine the major signaling
pathways that drive these decisions such as MAPK, PI3K/mTOR, Notch, and Wnt. Rather
than treating each pathway in isolation, we’ll focus on how they interact and how their
disruption connects to disease, from developmental disorders to cancer. Building on this,
we’ll dive into the fundamentals of developmental biology — how the three germ layers
(ectoderm, mesoderm, endoderm) form, and how basic patterning and specifi cation set
the stage for tissue and organ identity. The goal is a solid conceptual foundation, giving
participants a framework for understanding how signaling shapes development.

Theory will be paired with practice: students will spend time in the lab performing a

molecular cloning experiment and a staining protocol followed by fluorescence

microscopy, linking the concepts from lecture directly to laboratory technique. In addition,

students will engage directly with the primary literature: each will present a research

paper related to the course topics, developing their ability to critically read, interpret, and

communicate scientifi ¢ fi ndings to their peers.

By the end of the course, students will:

= have a working knowledge of the major developmental signaling pathways (MAPK,
PI3BK/mTOR, Notch, Wnt, etc.) and their roles in cell fate decisions

= understand the basics of germ layer formation and early tissue specification

= be able to connect signaling pathway dysregulation to developmental and disease
contexts

= have hands-on experience with cloning and staining techniques

= be able to discuss experimental design and interpret basic molecular biology results

Examination

SL: In order to pass the pass/fail exam, students need to participate in all class sessions

PL: a lab protocol (65%), due on 18.10., and a 20-minute presentation (35%) during the
class..

KG Kollegiengebaude Ph Peterhof
AU Alte Universitat HH Hermann-Herder-StralRe

HS Horsaal

FMF  Stefan-Meier-Str. 21

BT Breisacher Tor



mailto:armindavani@yahoo.com

2.4 Multiple Study Areas

Life Sciences, ESS Fall Intensive

Dr. Benoit Louvel (benoit.louvel@ucf.uni-freiburg.de)

Open to Students Credit Points Max. Enrollment Course Number
Year(s) 2-4 0 40 O0LE62S-LAS-LSEE0006
Module(s) StuPo 2020 Module(s) StuPo 2026
none none
p L Introduction to Environmental and Sustainability Sciences or Introduction to Life Sciences
rerequisites .
(required)
Seminar (13.-15.10.)
Format, Dates, | Tye, 10-12h, KG 3117
Times and
Rooms Wed, 10-12h, Ph R 4
Thu, 10-12h, Ph R 4
Optional preparatory course for the semester-long course Maths and Physics.
There is an accompanying course for independent learning on the e-learning platform
kosmic: https://kosmic.uni-freiburg.de/go/crs/3475
Course You can join the course directly by logging into the kosmic platform with your ILIAS
Description account.
The exercises allow students to refresh their Math knowledge and to prepare for the
mandatory UCF “Maths and Physics” course. The exercises are designed to complement
the lectures of the pre-block course. Although the exercises can be used for self-study
alone, we recommend to participate in the lectures of the pre-block course as well.
Examination none
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all Majors, Electives Pre-Block (Fall Intensive)
Dara Shikoh Channa (channa.daral@gmail.com)
Open to Students Credit Points Max. Enrollment Course Number
Year(s) 2-4 3 20 OOLE62S-LAS-
CHEEGOLS0014
Module(s) StuPo 2020 Module(s) StuPo 2026
Senior Profile in any major Senior Profile in any major
Prerequisites none
S Baice Seminar (12.-17.10.)
Times and Mon — Fri, 10-15h, KG 1032
LS Sat, 16-21h, AU Max Kade 1
This intensive workshop introduces students to filmmaking and practical visual
storytelling. Through daily hands-on exercises, participants learn to apply classic camera
shots, build story structures, write working scripts, follow professional set protocols, and
produce a finished short edit using accessible software.
Focus & Scope: This course is designed as a practical, accessible introduction to story
structure, basic camera framing, set protocol, and editing. It is not an in-depth technical
workshop on high-end camera mechanics, advanced lighting, or audio engineering—
though students are welcome and encouraged to engage with these elements
intellectually/ or practically as deeply as they wish during their creative process.
Course Collaborative Work: Students will be expected to work collaboratively in small groups,
Description acting as each other’s crew (actors, directors, operators) where needed and able.
Over the course of 20-25 hours, students will learn about:
= Camera & Composition: The 6 classic film shots (wide, mid, close-up, OTS, POV,
establishing) to convey character emotion and spatial context.
= Pre-Production & Scripting: Developing characters, settings, themes, and story arcs
(3-act) using structured script templates.
= On-Set Protocol & Production: set management, script marking, calling filming
protocols, and executing shot lists.
= Post-Production: Data Management, Importing footage, timeline editing,
pacing/trimming, transitions, sound design, and title/credit creation.
Scheduled Class Filming: Official workshop hours will keep filming to university
premises.
Remarks - . .
Independent Student Filming: Students will have the creative freedom to shoot extra
shots (e.g., at home or on the street) independently during their off-hours if they choose.
Examination 17.10.2026
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3 Coursesin Block |

3.1 Core
Core Block |
Dr. Simon Bichner (buechner@ucf.uni-freiburg.de) Maiara Gongalves, M.Sc. (maiara.gon-
calves@ucf.uni-freiburg.de), Dr. Mila Mikalay (mila.mikalay@ucf.uni-freiburg.de),
Dr. Ryan Plumley (ryan.plumley@ucf.uni-freiburg.de)
Open to Students Credit Points Max. Enrollment Course Number
Year(s) 1 (-2) 6 82 00LE62S-LAS-CO0008
Module(s) StuPo 2020 Module(s) StuPo 2026
Research and Presentation Research and Presentation
Prerequisites none
Lecture
Mon, 14-16h, AU HS 1
Seminars
Format, Dates,
Times and (WG1 RP) Tue, 8-10h, AU 01.036a (WG2 SB) Tue, 10-12h, AU 01.036a
Rooms Thu, 8-10h, AU 01.036a Thu, 10-12h, AU 01.036a
(WG3 MG) Tue, 10-12h, AU 01.065 WG4 MM) Tue, 10-12h, Ph R 3
Thu, 10-12h, AU 01.065 Thu, 10-12h, Universitatstr 5 R 2
“The world has problems while universities have disciplines.” Gordon Wilson (The Open
University, Milton Keynes, UK)
Complex problems require profound thinking from different points of view, sometimes a
combination of methods, and always educated sagacity. This course will introduce
students to different approaches of dealing with complex problems, not only different
scholarly disciplines, but also with respect to the methods used in and across these
Course disciplines. It will face students with questions on different forms of knowledge and will
Descrioti discuss in particular what scholarly knowledge is and how it differs from other forms of
escription
knowledge.
At the same time students will acquire skills of scholarly work such as finding relevant
literature from different sources, reading and understanding scholarly texts, and
managing references. In addition, they will practice the presentation of a topic in a limited
amount of time to a specific audience. It will also provide the starting point for the training
in academic writing, which will be complemented by the course “English Academic
Writing”.
Remarks This course is part of the Foundational Year. First year students receive the seminar
descriptions and register for this course during the Welcome Week.
SL: tha
Examination PL: Annotated bibliography (due date as announced in the seminar) and final
presentation on Dec 10 or 11, 2026 (latest examination date).
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3.2 Life Sciences

Life Sciences Block |
PD Dr. Melanie L. Hart and colleagues (melanie.lynn.hart@uniklinik-freiburg.de)
Open to Students Credit Points Max. Enrollment Course Number
Year(s) 2-4 6 8 00LE62S-LAS-LS0020
Module(s) StuPo 2020 Module(s) StuPo 2026
LS: Specialization | or Il LS: Specialization | or Il
Prerequisites Introduction to Life Sciences and Cell Biology (both required)
Lab Seminar
Format, Dates, | Tue, 8:30-12h, G.E.R.N . (Gewebeersatz, Regeneration & Neogenese) Center —
Times and Engesserstrasse 4 (2nd floor)
Rooms Thu, and first day of class, 9:30-12:00h, G.E.R.N Seminar room, Engesserstrasse 4
(5th floor)
This course will consist of a series of lectures, student-led seminars, journal clubs
(student-led presentation of current research articles) and hand-on laboratory work.
Lectures will introduce you to the topics relevant to the field of tissue engineering and
cellular therapies in regenerative medicine such as Good Manufacturing Practice (GMP)
production of cells for cellular therapies, choosing the right cell type for a specific cell
therapy, the importance of the extracellular matrix in regeneration of tissue, the role of
biomechanical and biophysical stimuli in tissue engineering and creating three-
Course . . - o .
Descriofi dimensional (3D) environments for cells and vital implants. Students will team up to
escription . " ” . . .
present a research article (“Journal Club”), as well as a seminar topic relevant to the this
field of in order to gain knowledge in how to read, present and evaluate scientific research
papers and to become more acquainted with standard and new techniques that can be
used in tissue engineering and regenerative medicine. Hands-on work in the laboratory
will include sterile cell culture techniques, how to isolate and culture mesenchymal stem
cells from tissue, creating and assessing 3D cellular environments and analyzing their
biomechanical properties.
e First course will be taught in the G.E.R.N. Seminar room (5th floor).
Please always be on time: the doors are locked and you will need to call to be let in.
PL: The grade is based on the following: Multiple choice exam (70% of final grade) (date
tba in the first session), Seminar presentation (15% of final grade), Journal club
Examination presentation (15% of final grade).
Note: students who are not registered for the “Priifungsleistung” cannot not receive a
grade.
Recommended | Guraya, S. Y., Sampogna, G., & Forgione, A. (2015). Regenerative medicine: historical
Reading roots and potential strategies in modern medicine.
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Life Sciences, ESS, Electives Block |

Vittorio Lippi, PhD (vittorio_lippi@hotmail.com)

Open to Students Credit Points Max. Enrollment Course Number

Year(s) 2-4 6 15 O0OLE62S-LAS-LS0044

Module(s) StuPo 2020 Module(s) StuPo 2026

GOV: Methods

LS: Methods | or Il (quantitative) LS: Quantitative Methods or Methods
ESS: Methods | or Il (quantitative) ESS: Quantitative Methods or Methods

GOV: Methods

Prerequisites

none

Format, Dates,
Times and
Rooms

Seminar
Tue, 09-12h, BT R 104
Thu, 09-12h, Hermann-Herder-Str 9 R 00 003B

Course
Description

The course introduces the concept of algorithms and programming using the language
Python 3.x. At the end of the course, the students can solve problems by writing
programs, setting up an environment to develop and run Python programs, and learning
how to use Python libraries. To complete this course, students must complete a final
project demonstrating their understanding and application of the concepts learned
throughout the program.

Content:

Fundamentals: Introduction to programming concepts. Setting up a programming
environment. Python basics: math, data structures, string operations, functions, and
execution control. From zero to writing a program. Computing and manipulating text using
Python.

Techniques to be employed into the final project: Python Modules, using libraries.
Accessing and writing files. Python for scientific work and data analysis using dedicated
libraries. Overview of advanced concepts. Programming with the aid of Al.

Remarks

Students need to bring their own computer, i.e. a laptop. A tablet will not suffice.

Participants are requested to install the following software on their laptop before the class
starts, if possible:

Python 3.11

Official release page for Python 3.11.0 (Windows/macOS/Linux installers):
https://www.python.org/downloads/release/python-3110/

Spyder IDE Official Spyder download page (standalone installer or via Anaconda):
https://www.spyder-ide.org/download

Anaconda Distribution. Official Anaconda installer page (Windows/macOS/Linux):
https://www.anaconda.com/download

| propose a configuration that is usually used by scientists and data analysts.

Examination

PL: The final assessment consists of 1) a test with multiple choice and open questions
and 2) a project including a program written in Python to solve a given problem and a
report describing the problem, the approach used, and the solution (both due on
17.01.2027).
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3.3 Multiple Study Areas

ESS, LS

Block I, Intense

Prof. Andreas Matzarakis (andreas.matzarakis@meteo.uni-freiburg.de)

Open to Students Credit Points Max. Enrollment Course Number

Year(s) 3,4 3 20 O0LE62S-LAS-EE0044

Module(s) StuPo 2020 Module(s) StuPo 2026

Senior Profile ESS or LS Senior Profile ESS or LS

Prerequisites

Introduction to Environmental and Sustainability Sciences or Introduction to Life Sciences

Format, Dates,
Times and
Rooms

Seminar

Week 1 (05.-07.11.)

Thu, 9-13h, KG 1224

Fri, 13-18h, Ph HS 3

Sat, 9-13h, Ph HS 3

Week 2 (13.-14.11.)

Fri, 9-13h, AU 01.036a

Sat, 9-13h and 13-18h, Ph HS 3

Course
Description

With the increasing number of urban inhabitants and densification patterns, the risks of
heat related mortality and morbidity in an era of climate change have never been as
prominent. For this reason, the understanding, monitoring, and implementation of means
to mitigate these risk factors must accompany the growing effects of climate change upon
human well-being, safety, and comfort. Such efforts must be escorted by suitable
knowhow on how to appropriately quantify such effects upon the urban climate, human
biometeorology and overall health standards in warming cities. Similar to what was once
the sole reliance on top-down climate mitigation before the turn of the century, climate
change implications can no longer be associated to mere protection that is void of
adaptation measures. The formulation of preparation plans, and their associated actions
as contained in Heat Health Action Plans, have never been as crucial. Heat action plans
launch an integrative approach that combine short, medium, and long-term health
protection measures within a common framework. For the short-term, this embraces the
implementation of warning systems, and well-constructed spatiotemporal heat risk
mapping/action. These solutions must embrace key factors such as effective
interdisciplinary communication with the public, and multi-faceted vulnerability
identification (e.g., towards susceptible population groups and specific urban conditions).
For the long-term in which modification of the urban microclimate is to be undertaken, a
similar interdisciplinary vision is needed across different disciplines. One which is
supported by the common goal to physically shape the urban environment to improve
human living and safety conditions. It is here where blue and green measures can
flourish. This, however, can only take place if microclimatic influences and risks factors
upon humans are embraced in an effective manner in an era of climate change.

Examination

Report/Essay
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Culture & History, ESS, Electives Block |
Lindsay Parkhowell (lindsay.parkhowell@unibas.ch)
Open to Students Credit Points Max. Enrollment Course Number
Year(s) 2-4 6 20 00LE62S-LAS-CHEEO0010
Module(s) StuPo 2020 Module(s) StuPo 2026
Culture: Arts Culture: Arts
Culture & History I, II, or Il Culture & History I, Il, or llI
Human and the Environment | or I, Human and the Environment | or I,
Specialization Option | or Il: ESS Specialization Option | or Il: ESS
Prerequisites none
Seminar
Format, Dates, | Mon, 14-16h, BT R 105
Times and Wed, 14-16h, BT R 107
RO Additional Date: Friday, 11.12., 14-16h, BT 107
Final Symposium on 12.02., 13-17h, AU Co-Creation Room
While extinction may seem like an incontrovertible end, the death of a species is also an
opportunity to mourn and reflect on shared coexistence, environmental stewardship, and
historical responsibility. Taking our lead from seminal figures in this field such as Deborah
Bird Rose and Thom Van Dooren, we will begin the first half of the course by analysing
seven different case studies of extinct or nearly extinct creatures. In this way, we will
learn to pay attention to four crucial entanglements present in an extinction story: the
intersection of biology and culture; how the meaning of extinction is culturally mediated
both before and after the loss has occurred; the ethics of care, accountability, and
Course responsibility proposed by contemporary extinction storytellers over various genres and
Description formats; and the political aims such stories generate or propose. Following this, we will
visit the Basel Natural Historical Museum in order to see first-hand how cultural
institutions choose to narrate extinction. In the second half of the course, we will turn our
attention to major narrative frameworks through which extinction is understood in order
to better understand the politics behind extinction storytelling: not only which species are
being mourned, but also whom these extinction stories are written for (and why). Our
overall aim in the class is to understand that even extinction is not the end of the extinction
process. At the end of the course, students will produce their own extinction story in either
an essayistic or multi-media format.
This course will include an excursion to the Basel Natural History Museum on 04.12.
Remarks In addition to the regular seminar meetings, there will also be a final conference day on
12.02.
Examination 12.02.2027
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ESS, Governance Block |
Dr. Sabine Sané (sabine.sane@ucf.uni-freiburg.de)
Open to Students Credit Points Max. Enrollment Course Number
Year(s) 2-4 6 20 OOLE62S-LAS-GOEEO0012
Module(s) StuPo 2020 Module(s) StuPo 2026
ESS: Humans and the Environment | or Il ESS: Humans and the Environment | or Il
Specialization ESS l or |l Specialization ESS | or Il
Senior profile ESS (3 ECTS) Senior profile ESS (3 ECTS)
Senior Profile Governance (3 ECTS) Senior Profile Governance (3 ECTS)
Adv Governance | and Il Advanced Governance | or Il
L Introduction to ESS, for the senior profile attendance of a previous course with a focus
Prerequisites . . - .
on sustainable city development is required.
Format, Dates, Seminar
Times and Tue, 08-12h, BT R 105
RES Thu, 08-12h, BT R 107
More than half of the world's population lives in urban areas, and cities are responsible
for around 70% of global greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions. At the same time, they offer
great opportunities to address climate change, protect biodiversity, and improve quality
of life. But what makes a city sustainable?
In this course, you will explore the principles of sustainable urban development and
Course examine key environmental, social, and economic challenges as well as potential
Description solutions. Through field visits and discussions with experts from research and practice,
you will gain first-hand insights into sustainable urban development.
Working in small groups in the 2nd part of the course, you will investigate one aspect of
urban sustainability—such as mobility, green infrastructure, circular material flows, or
social inclusion—and conduct a small-scale research project. Applying the concepts
introduced in class, you will assess the sustainability of a selected city, identify strengths
and challenges, and develop recommendations for its future development.
Students majoring in Environmental and Sustainability Sciences have priority, students
that take the course as senior profile only have to attend the 2nd half of the course when
Remarks we focus on group projects. However, they need to have attended a course with a focus
on sustainable city development beforehand. For senior profile (3 ECTS only!) please
write an e-mail to sabine.sane@ucf.uni-freiburg.de for further information and
registration.
Examination Final assignment due 18.12.2026.
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4 Courses in Block Il

4.1 Core
Core Block Il
Prof. Dr. Frieder Vogelmann (frieder.vogelmann@ucf.uni-freiburg.de)
Open to Students Credit Points Max. Enrollment Course Number
Year(s) year 2-4 2 20 00LE62S-LAS-CO0096
Module(s) StuPo 2020 Module(s) StuPo 2026
Advanced Academic Skills Advanced Academic Skills
Prerequisites none
Format, Dates, Seminar
Times and
Rooms Thu, 10-12h, KG 1108
Like children, scholarly work is driven by why-questions—and by giving answers to these
questions. More than that: The structure and content of academic texts should answer
why-questions: it should give arguments for the concepts used or discarded, the positions
defended or attacked, for the interpretations advanced or undermined. The same holds
true of essays, term papers and virtually any text students are asked to write at the
gours_e . university. However, it is surprisingly difficult to give good—sound, easy to understand—
escription arguments. It is even harder to come up with a structure for texts that supports the
arguments given in it.
This class therefore aims to help students with recognizing, reconstructing and crafting
arguments, from the miniscule detail in a sentence to the overall structure of a whole text.
It offers a mixture of (a lot of) exercises and (some) theoretical foundations.
Remarks SL only, no PL
Examination Pass/fail assignments in class
Harvard Writing Center (n.d.): Strategies for Essay Writing,
https://writingcenter.fas.harvard.edu/pages/strategies-essay-writing
Lee, Siu-Fan (2017): Logic. A Complete Introduction. London: Hodder & Stoughton.
sggzmgnended Ernest (2009 [2000]): Meaning and Argument. An Introduction to Logic Through
Language. 2nd ed. Chichester: Wiley-Blackwell.
Kane, Robert (ed.) (2002): The Oxford Handbook of Free Will. Oxford University Press.
Watson, Gary (ed.) (1982): Free Will. Oxford: Oxford University Press.
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4.2 Multiple Study Areas

all Majors Block Il
Dr. Simon Buchner (buechner@ucf.uni-freiburg.de)
Open to Students Credit Points Max. Enrollment Course Number
Year(s) 4 2 unlimited 00LE62S-LAS-CHEEGOLS0007
Module(s) StuPo 2020 Module(s) StuPo 2026
Senior Profile in any major Senior Profile in any major
Prerequisites none
Format, Dates, Conference
Times and Mon, 15.02., 10-16h, Ph HS 1-4
RO Tue, 16.02., 10-16h, Ph HS 1-4
In this student-organized conference, you will be able to present your thesis project at
whatever stage it is and receive valuable feedback from fellow studetns and staff. Many
students start working on their thesis mid-February, so for them it is an opportunity to get
Course feedback right before they start working intensely on it. Others are invited to present early
Description ideas for their project or projects that have already been started or even completed.
Based on an abstract you will be able to present your project in a talk or as a poster to
an audience of peer and other fellow students as well as staff and supervisors. Students
who decide to join the organization team will learn how to organize a small conference.
Please join the ILIAS course room for this event. All announcements will be sent out
Remarks
through ILIAS.
Pass/fail (SL) only. Giving a talk or presenting a poster at the conference plus visiting a
number of academic talks during the semester and writing a report about it due on Feb
23, 2027. The number of talks you need to visit depends on your involvement in the
Examination conference. As a presenter you will need to attend five talks, as a member of the
organization team fewer. The organization team (7-8 students) will be formed in the first
weeks of the semester and will meet for the first time in December. Further details will be
announced at the beginning of the semester.
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ESS, Governance Block Il
Dr. Benoit Sittler (benoit.sittler@nature.uni-freiburg.de)
Open to Students Credit Points Max. Enrollment Course Number
Year(s) 2-4 6 20 OOLE62S-LAS-EE0045
Module(s) StuPo 2020 Module(s) StuPo 2026
Human and the Environment | or I, Human and the Environment | or I,
Specialization Option | or Il: ESS Specialization Option | or Il: ESS
Specialization Option Governance Specialization Option Governance
Prerequisites See requirements for modules, accoridng to the Major.
Format, Dates, Seminar
Times and Tue, 8-12h, AU 01.065
RSl Thu, 8-12h, AU 01.065
Climate change and biodiversity are among the major environmental issues modern
societies face. They call for governance solutions both on global and local levels. In this
course, you will first discover methodological approaches (such as proxies) to the
monitoring and assessment of past and present changes in biodiversity. We will consider
in detail examples illustrating these approaches looking into, namely, an ongoing
longterm project in Greenland, which will provide you with unique insights into effects of
Course . . . . . L .
Description chm_ate change on blqdlye_r3|ty. You Wlll undgrs.tand _the basic principles and dynamics
behind the climate variability and the link to biodiversity. In the second part of the course
we will focus on governance. We will discuss how issues like climate change and loss of
biodiversity find their way onto political agendas. We will explore standard-setting
mechanisms, especially in respect to the measurement of climate change and its effect
on the biodiversity. Furthermore, we will analyze regulatory policies introduced and
implemented on the international, national, and local levels.
Students majoring ESS have priority. The schedule allows students to combine the
Remarks . - -~ -
course with Sustainability Transitions (p. 31).
Examination tba
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Electives Block Il
Janet Bean, PhD (jbean@uakron.edu)
Open to Students Credit Points Max. Enrollment Course Number
Year(s) 1 (-2) 6 20 00LE62S-LAS-CHEEGOLS0010
Module(s) StuPo 2020 Module(s) StuPo 2026
Electives Electives
Prerequisites none
Format, Dates, Seminar
Times and Tue, 09-12h, BT R 206
Rooms Thu, 09-12h, KG 1032
Humans of Freiburg invites students to explore the intersection of academic research,
public storytelling, and visual expression. Inspired by the photo blog Humans of New
York, this course emphasizes the power of images and personal narratives to illuminate
broader social and cultural themes.
Students will learn the fundamentals of interviewing—how to ask thoughtful questions,
listen actively, and ethically represent others’ stories—while also developing visual
Course literacy skills. Assignments include photo essays, short videos, and websites. Alongside
Description these creative works, students will conduct interdisciplinary research to contextualize
their stories and reflect on how public-facing media can bridge academic inquiry and
everyday life.
No prior experience with technology or media production is required. Students can expect
a hands-on, collaborative course that will deepen their understanding of Freiburg—not
just as a place, but as a vibrant community of individuals with diverse experiences and
perspectives.
Remarks First year students will have priority. Advanced students who register during the
registration periods will initially be on the waiting list until the Welcome Week.
Examination Presentation 18.2.2027; Portfolio due two weeks after end of term.
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5 Semester-long Courses

5.1 Core
Core Semester
Dr. Sebastian Gehart (sebastian.gehart@ucf.uni-freiburg.de), Dr. Steven Randall (steven.randall@ucf.uni-
freiburg.de)
Open to Students Credit Points Max. Enrollment Course Number
Year(s) 1 (-2) 6 82 00LE62S-LAS-CO0013
Module(s) StuPo 2020 Module(s) StuPo 2026
English Academic Writing English Academic Writing
Prerequisites
Seminar
WG 1: Tue, 14-16h / Thu, 12-14h, WG2: Tue, 16-18h, Wilhelmst. 26 R 6 /
Format, Dates, AU 01.036a Thu 16-18h, KG 1034
Times and WG3: Tue 14-16h / Thu 14-16h, WGA4:: Tue, 14-16h, BT 107 / Thu 14-
RES KG 1227 16h, BT 105
Group 5: Tue, 14-16h / Thu 14-16h,
BT 206
English for Academic Writing (EAW) is designed to introduce students to the essentials
of English academic writing culture. The objective of this course is to support students in
a regular practice of critically reading and writing academic texts across genres. One
overarching goal of the module is to explore how writing is not a passive medium of
communication, but a social activity that involves many actors and has multiple effects in
the world.
Course In Block | of this course, we will identify academic discourse and the features of academic
Description writing. Students will learn how to write structured paragraphs and how to present their
research — in the form of summary, paraphrase, and quotation — with academic
integrity.
In Block 1l, we will explore critical reading and writing with a focus on the genres review
and essay. Students will extend their recognition of argumentation by examining the
specific anatomy of the persuasive essay. Building on the skills and contents developed
in Research and Presentation, each student will craft an essay aimed at compellingly
convincing the reader of the merits of its claims.
This course is part of the Foundational Year. First year students register for this course
Remarks -
during the Welcome Week.
Examination tba
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Core Semester
Dr. Simone Krais (simone.krais@sli.uni-freiburg.de), Thorsten Leiendecker (thorsten.leiendecker@ucf.uni-
freiburg.de)
Open to Students Credit Points Max. Enrollment Course Number
Year(s) 1 (-2) 4 82 00LE62V-LAS-CO0026
Module(s) StuPo 2020 Module(s) StuPo 2026
Responsibility and Leadership 1 (6 ECTS) Responsibility and Leadership 1 (4 ECTS)
Prerequisites
Lecture
Fri, 10-12h, AUHS 1
Format, Dates,
Times and Workgroups
Rooms WG 1: Wed, 8-10h, AU 01.036a WG 2: Wed, 8-10h, AU 01.065
WG 3: Wed, 10-12h, AU 01.036a WG 4: Wed, 10-12h, AU 01.065
We experience an increasing dynamic and complexity of daily life, a variety of lifestyles
and beliefs about what is right or wrong which make the task of leading responsibly more
difficult, complex, and uncertain. In addition to this, grand challenges like global warming,
rising inequality and global migration put pressure on every one of us to contribute to a
sustainable future for people and the planet.
This foundational course introduces essential principles of responsible leadership,
gours_e i understood broadly as a multifaceted approach to constructive action in professional life
escription and beyond. Our comprehensive treatment of the term is reflected in different parts, each
presenting responsibility and leadership from a different angle.
At the same time, this course will introduce a foundation and practical guideline for
working dynamically and efficently in groups.
Based on this input, students will develop their own project which will be presented at the
end of this first semester.
R This course is part of the Foundational Year. First year students register for this course
emarks -
during the Welcome Week.
Examination Z:_C é_earnlng diary, participation in a group project and presentation at the final confer-
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Core

Semester

Dr. Nicholas Buchanan (nicholas.buchanan@ucf.uni-freiburg.de)

Open to Students Credit Points Max. Enrollment Course Number

Year(s)

84 OOLE62S-LAS-CO0020

Module(s) StuPo 2020 Module(s) StuPo 2026

Knowledge in Context (6 ECTS) Knowledge in Context (8 ECTS)

Prerequisites

none

Format, Dates,
Times and
Rooms

Lecture
Mon, 10-12h, AU Max Kade 1
Workgroups
WG 1: Wed, 12-14h, BT 105 WG 2: Wed, 12-14h, BT 106

WG 3: Wed, 14-16h, BT 105 WG 4: Wed, 14-16h, BT 106

Course
Description

The central part of the course introduces students to a broad consideration of knowledge
in its historical, social, political and practical contexts. This will be the most academic part
of the course, with academic readings and much sociological theory. Drawing on work in
the history, anthropology, and sociology of knowledge, the course addresses knowledge
production, appropriation and circulation beyond academia, in and across (non-
academic) professional fields, educational systems, regions, cultures, individuals, and in
knowledge regimes.

The course aims at fostering reflection about questions such as, How do individuals or
groups approach, appreciate, and determine what knowledge is for them? What counts
as knowledge, why, and on what grounds; where, for whom, and in what context? What
has counted as knowledge in previous centuries, in other places and situations? What is
(or what was) the relationship between scientific knowledge and knowledge that is (or
was) not deemed scientific, as, for example, common sense knowledge, or the
knowledge of non-academic professional fields, or knowledge produced and used by
political entities?

Furthermore, we will discuss different forms of knowledge, such as explicit and tacit
knowledge; how knowledge relates to identity building or to professional ethos; and how
knowledge relates to power.

The course also fosters reflection about epistemic beliefs, or “personal epistemology:”
That is, how humans (including ourselves) use, evaluate, cherish and question
knowledge in their daily lives, how they relate emotionally to specific forms of knowledge,
and how they deal with uncertainties. One specific focus will be “the knower” as an
imagined reality and subjectivity. How do humans understand themselves as subjects of
knowing? What kind of knower do they believe to be, or aspire to become? How do they
ascribe or deny others the status of a knower? How do they evaluate other individuals as
knowers?

Remarks

This course is part of the Foundational Year. First year students register for this course
during the Welcome Week.

Examination

Students will work on several assignment sheets and submit an E-Portfolio as a final
assignment. A final project is also required. Not all deliverables will be graded and
students have several options for designating which deliverables are ungraded and which
are graded. Ungraded proof of progress on the assignments (in the form of a partial, draft
E-Portfolio) will be due at the end of December. The final E-Portfolio will be due on
15.03.2027.
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Core Semester
Prof. Dr. Frieder Vogelmann (frieder.vogelmann@ucf.uni-freiburg.de)
Open to Students Credit Points Max. Enrollment Course Number
Year(s) 2 (-4) 6/8 WG 20 00LE62S-LAS-CO0011
Module(s) StuPo 2020 Module(s) StuPo 2026
Theory of Knowledge Theory of Knowledge (8 ECTS)
Prerequisites none
Lecture:
Tue, 16-18h, Max-Kade 2
Format, Dates,
Times and Workgroups
Rooms WG1: Thu, 16-18h, Ph R 2 WG2: Thu, 16-18h, AU 01.065
WG3: Thu, 18-20h, Ph R 2 WG4: Thu, 18-20h, AU R 01 065
This course offers an overview of contemporary epistemology with a primer on the basics
of philosophical logic (propositional and predicate logic). At the same time, it introduces
non-philosophy students to philosophy in the sense of working on conceptual problems,
guestions and arguments. Students of all disciplines will profit from the introduction to
conceptual thinking and logic in the first three sessions.
The primer on propositional and first-order logic is based on standard textbooks for logic
in philosophy. The overview of epistemology is structured according to Michel Williams’
five systematic problems of epistemology:
IS 1. The Analytical Problem. What is knowledge and how can we define it?
Description 2. The Problem of Scepticism. Can we know anything at all? How can we know that we
do (not)?
3. The Problem of Boundaries. What different kinds (know-how, know-that) and sources
(perception, testimony, memory) of knowledge are there? How do we explain and
distinguish them?
4. The Problem of Value. Why do we aspire to gain knowledge? Why does true belief
not suffice?
5. The Problem of Method. How do we gain knowledge? What role do rationality and
reason play in epistemology? How should we do epistemology?
Examination Written exam: 9 February 2027; re-sit 12 April 2027
Jennifer Nagel: Knowledge: A Very Short Introduction. Oxford: Oxford UP 2014.
Duncan Pritchard: What Is This Thing Called Knowledge? 3 ed. London: Routledge
2014.
Recommended - . L . .
Reading Alessandra Tanesini: An Introduction to Feminist Epistemologies. Oxford: Blackwell
1999.
Michael Williams: Problems of Knowledge: A Critical Introduction to Epistemology.
Oxford: Oxford UP 2001.
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Core Semester
Anette Bender (ZfS), Jessica Stihl (ZfS), Thorsten Leiendecker (thorsten.leiendecker@ucf.uni-freiburg.de)
Open to Students Credit Points Max. Enrollment Course Number
Year(s) 6 15
Module(s) StuPo 2020 Module(s) StuPo 2026

Responsibility and Leadership 2

Prerequisites R&L 1

Format, Dates, Project and Practical with Workshops and Supervision

Times and Kick-off: 23.10., 9-12:30h, UB Veranstaltungssaal 1. OG

il Poster Presentations: 29.01., 9-12h, UB Veranstaltungssaal 1. OG
Service learning is a format that combines the service to the common good with cognitive
learning processes for students, teaching staff and cooperation partners from the public
or non-profit sector. It gives students the opportunity to expand their social and
democratic skills and grow as responsible individuals in civil society. At the same time,
however, it is also about applying knowledge in practice and linking educational content

CElEE with life experience.

Description ) .
The Centre for Key Skills (ZfS) offers a module that allows students to volunteer in
organizations and NGOs — either from a range of partners in and around Freiburg or self-
directed —, prepare and reflect on their service in workshops and benefit from supervision
during their engagement. If you are an active member of the UCF Student Council or the
StuRa, you can have this count as your volunatry work.

The language of instruction and at most cooperation partners is German. The assignment
can be written in English.
Please register for the course and the examination in HISinOne both at UCF (see

Remarks
course/module no.) and at ZfS.

For more information, please visit the ZfS website on Service Learning:
https://lwww.zfs.uni-freiburg.de/de/service-learning
SL: 30h of volunteer work, participation in two workshops, poster presentation on
Examination 29.01.2027.
PL: Written assignment (2,000-3,000 words) due 30.03.2027
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5.2 Culture & History

Culture & History

Semester

Dr. Melanie Altanian (melanie.altanian@ucf.uni-freiburg.de)

Open to Students Credit Points Max. Enrollment Course Number

Year(s) 2-4 6 20 00LE62S-LAS-CHO0070

Module(s) StuPo 2020 Module(s) StuPo 2026

Philosophy

Philosophy

Prerequisites

none

Format, Dates,
Times and
Rooms

Seminar
Mon, 16-18h, Ph R 2
Wed, 16-18h, AU R 01 065

Course
Description

Charging others with ignorance and in particular, willful or vicious ignorance is ubiquitous
in both everyday and academic conversations. Its function is usually to call out failures
of responsibility or to challenge the authority of individual and collective agents in an
attempt to improve both our dispositions of inquiry and the knowledge of our
communities. Determining when such practices are justified, as opposed to being
strategies to silence dissent and discredit legitimate opposition, requires an
understanding of epistemic vices and vice epistemology.

Generally speaking, epistemic vices refer to blameworthy or otherwise reprehensible
attitudes, dispositions or modes of thinking that systematically get in the way of
knowledge and understanding. Examples include gullibility, closed-mindedness,
epistemic arrogance and dogmatism. Vice epistemology refers to the philosophical study
of the nature, identity, and significance of epistemic vices: What makes an epistemic vice
a vice? What types of epistemic vices can be distinguished? How do we identify them?

It may seem odd to occupy ourselves with vices: Should we not instead study the ways
towards epistemic success — knowledge or understanding — and hence epistemic virtues
that may guide us towards this goal? The recent surge of interest in the study of epistemic
vices was born out of a methodological turn in Anglophone “analytic” epistemology to
start normative theorizing from realistically construed tendencies to failure and
dysfunction. The underlying idea is that studying the ways in which humans and
institutions tend to fail whichever ideals they set out for themselves enables us to work
out ameliorative conceptions and practices of resistance whereby we can approach a
better functioning and just society. Applied to the study of vice epistemology, this implies
taking seriously our susceptibilities to false beliefs and dysfunctional epistemic practices,
and the social and political conditions that enable or even encourage them.

Examination

The graded assignment is a final term paper (3000 words) due electronically by
12.03.2027. Please discuss the topic with me before you start writing.
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Culture & History

Semester

Dr. Ryan Plumley (ryan.plumley@ucf.uni-freiburg.de)

Open to Students Credit Points Max. Enrollment Course Number

Year(s) 2-4 6 20 00LE62S-LAS-CH0002

Module(s) StuPo 2020 Module(s) StuPo 2026

Theory of History

Theory of History

Prerequisites

Introduction to Culture & History

Format, Dates,
Times and
Rooms

Seminar
Mon, 10-12h, AU R 01 036a

Wed, 10-12h, rotating rooms (BT R 106, KG | HS 1136, KG | HS 1132, Werthmannstr 4
PC Pool 9)

check HISinOne schedule!

Course
Description

All human groups engage with the past, with their history. Through the informal
mechanisms of individual and collective memory and through the formal memorialization
of states, churches and other authorities, the past is selectively appropriated for social,
political, and cultural needs.

In the modern world a professionalized academic discipline specializes in this work:
History. Beginning in the 19th century, especially in Germany, the scholarly or scientific
(wissenschaftlich) study of the past coalesced around the attempt to provide reliable and
verifiable knowledge about the past according to the standards of logic, proof, and
secular ontology that guided other fields of inquiry.

The primary goal of this course is to explore modern History understood as
methodologically rigorous research and judiciously selective reconstruction of the past in
writing. The course is designed to develop students’ theoretical thinking about history
and historiography, that is, in reference to problems and questions in historical research
that cannot be resolved empirically or methodologically.

The course is organized in three parts. First, students ground their learning about History
through a brief history of the emergence, coalescence, and differentiation of the
professional academic discipline in the modern period. Second, students work through
some perennial theoretical problems in History. Finally, students consider how theory
informs historical work outside of the academy.

Examination

SL: Completion of all course activities and assignments, including regular attendance
according to the LAS policy, 5 Reading responses and the Memory Tour.

PL: Exam (20%), Theory Analysis Essay (40%), Memory Site Analysis (20%), Reflective
Essay (20%). Exact dates TBD. Porfolio of all work due 15.02.2027
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5.3 Environmental and Sustainability Sciences

ESS Semester
Christoph Howe, PhD (C.Howe@gmx.net)
Open to Students Credit Points Max. Enrollment Course Number
Year(s) 2 (-3) 6 25 OOLE62S-LAS-EE0010
Module(s) StuPo 2020 Module(s) StuPo 2026
Environmental Chemistry Environmental Chemistry
Prerequisites Introduction to Environmental and Sustainability Sciences
Format, Dates, Seminar
Times and Mon, 10-12h, Ph R 3
RES Wed, 10-12h, VF R 00003
In this course, students will be firstly introduced to basic chemical concepts such as
LEWIS structures and oxidation states to describe essential molecular compounds in the
environment, their involvement and transformation in the biosphere. Further on, insights
on acid/base theory, coordination chemistry and hardly soluble salts will provide the
necessary fundament to describe environmental systems such as the atmosphere, water
bodies and soil. Systematically, material cycles such as the carbon and nitrogen cycle
Course will be described as they play a major role in climate change, agriculture and waste water
Description treatment. Additionally, students will be given the opportunity to work on projects on self-
chosen pollutants to eventually forward technological solutions to cope with or mitigate
the pollutants' negative effects on the environment. These projects will be graded in the
format of reports. A final written exam on the given lecture topics will enclose the course
while as a guideline for the written exam, exercises will be provided after each lecture.
This course aims to create a rigid fundament to understand various biochemical and
biophysical processes in the field of environmental chemistry.
Students of the major ESS have priority. This course should not be taken together with
Remarks . -
the Foundational Chemistry as content partly overlaps.
Written midterm examination (30% of grade): 23rd of November 2026
Examination Written final examination (30 % of grade): 13th of January 2027
Written report on a chemical pollution (40% of grade) due 20th of February 2027
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ESS Semester
Joscha Hoffmann (Joscha.Hoffmann@zv.uni-freiburg.de)
Open to Students Credit Points Max. Enrollment Course Number
Year(s) 3-4 6 20 OOLE62S-LAS-EE0053
Module(s) StuPo 2020 Module(s) StuPo 2026
ESS: Senior Profile ESS: Senior Profile
Prerequisites
Format, Dates, Seminar
Times and Wed, 8-10h, KG 1231
RIEITE Fri, 13-17, Ph R 2 (on the following dates: 6 Nov, 27 Nov, 11 Dec, 22 Jan, 5 Feb)
For more than four years, the student initiative Rempartstralle autofrei has been
campaigning for a traffic free Rempartstral3e in the center of Freiburg. In the upcoming
winter semester, participants will see how the initiative enters the municipal planning and
decision making arena, and what challenges it faces. A process that took several years
to materialize. In the course, we will explore why it took so long for the initiative to gain
access to that arena (related to e.g., administrative hurdles, missing pre studies, limited
resources, and resistance from established interest groups). The course examines the
Course relevant stakeholders, their viewpoints, and the complex participation procedures that
Description accompany a redesign of the street. Together we will analyze current traffic volumes,
conduct on site observations, and develop our own interventions for the ongoing
participation process.
Guest experts will be:
Franziska Schreiber, Head of the Mobility Unit of the City of Freiburg
Christoph Walther, City Planning Specialist, Urban Catalyst
Representatives of the “Remparstrale Autofrei” Imitative (to be confirmed)
Because the case study is rooted in the German context, basic German language skills
are advantageous. Students without German proficiency are still welcome to enrol;
Remarks . . o
however, they should expect that certain tasks (e.g., drafting position papers or
communicating with local authorities) will require German language abilities.
Assessment consists of practical work (30%) and a written output based on the final
Examination project (70%). The written output may take the form of a report, a policy brief, or content
for a publicly accessible digital platform.
Recommended
Reading thd
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ESS

Semester

Dr. Hanna Helander (hanna.helander@ucf.uni-freiburg.de)

Open to Students Credit Points Max. Enrollment Course Number

Year(s) 2-4 6 20 O0OLE62S-LAS-EE0054

Module(s) StuPo 2020 Module(s) StuPo 2026

Sustainability Sciences, Sustainability Sciences,
Human and the Environment | or Il Human and the Environment | or Il

Prerequisites

none

Format, Dates,
Times and
Rooms

Seminar
Tue, 10-12h, BT R 106
Thu, 10-12h, KG 1243

Course
Description

What would a sustainable society look like, and how can societies transform to make
such futures possible? These two questions guide this course.

The course introduces theories and concepts for understanding sustainability transitions,
and explores different visions of more sustainable ways of living and organizing society.
In the first part of the course, we examine major theories and perspectives on societal
transitions. We discuss how different conceptualizations of change relate to sustainability
visions and critically reflect on their underlying assumptions about how societal
transformation occurs.

In the second and main part, students apply these theoretical perspectives to the analysis
of local bottom-up initiatives in Freiburg, which will serve as case studies for the course.
The case studies include community-led housing, exemplified by the ‘Mietshauser
Syndikat’, and Community Supported Agriculture (CSA). These initiatives have had a
significant impact across the region and beyond. We will investigate how these initiatives
envision sustainability, how they seek to contribute to broader societal transformation,
and which factors enable or constrain their success. The case studies will help connect
theoretical perspectives on sustainability transitions with real-world processes of societal
transformation.

Remarks

The course includes two excursions and one colloquium, which will partly take place
outside of the seminar slots (dates tbd). The course sessions are mainly allocated to the
first half of the semester; in the second half, students work independently under
supervision. The schedule will allow students to combine the course with "Climate
Change and Biodiversity" (Block II).

Examination

Written assignment and oral presentation.
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5.4 Governance

Governance only

Semester

Olivier Schunck (olivier_schunck@hotmail.com)

Open to Students Credit Points Max. Enrollment Course Number

Year(s) 2

6 20 OOLE62S-LAS-GO0093

Module(s) StuPo 2020 Module(s) StuPo 2026

Economics

Economics

Prerequisites

Introduction to Governance

Format, Dates,
Times and
Rooms

Seminar (online and in presence)
Tue, 12-14h, BT R 207
Wed, 12-14h, BT R 207

Course
Description

Who loses in a trade war? Why do prices rise? Why are wealth gaps widening? Can
economic growth be sustainable? Will Al reshape labor markets?...

By introducing LAS students to the interactions between economy and society, this
course equips them to critically engage with these and other questions shaping today’s
world. As scholars and citizens, LAS students need to understand the underlying
economic forces behind major societal debates on inequality, inflation, climate change,
future of work, global trade and technological innovation.

Designed for students with an interest in economics but little prior background, this
course provides a foundation for understanding economic concepts and methods and
serves as a stepping-stone towards more specialized courses.

Rather than leading with traditional economic theory, this course builds a foundational
understanding of economics through a hands-on approach using concrete cases, real-
life data and historical examples. It aims to enhance students’ ability to develop and
articulate informed perspectives on societal challenges and related economic policy
choices.

About half of the course modules will be delivered online, while the remaining sessions
will take place in person over 3 separate weeks during the semester. Sessions will
combine readings-based seminar discussions, individual or small group project work,
including presentations, exercises on basic analysis of economic data and, possibly,
guest talks.

Olivier Schunck is an academic lecturer and thought leader with professional business
expertise in research and advice on economic, technological and societal change.

Remarks

About half of the course will take place online with the remaining sessions happening in
presence (attendance is mandatory). Second-year students of Governance wishing to
specialize in economics are highly recommended to take this course.

In presence (mandatory attendance) on Tue 12-16h and Wed 12-14h on 20/21.10, 1/2.12
and 26/27.01

Examination

thc
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Governance only Semester
Dr. Stoyan Panov (stoyan.panov@ucf.uni-freiburg.de)
Open to Students Credit Points Max. Enrollment Course Number
Year(s) 2 (3,4) 6 20 00LE62S-LAS-G0O0084
Module(s) StuPo 2020 Module(s) StuPo 2026
Regional and Area Studies Regional and Area Studies
Prerequisites Introduction to Governance
Format, Dates, Seminar
Times and Mon, 14-16h, AU R 01 065
Rooms Wed, 14-16h, AU R 01 065
The course focuses on contemporary challenges that the European Union is facing and
offers an overview of the institutional design and competences of the EU and current
developments.
Some questions that we will address:
= How do the EU institutions such as the Commission, the Council, the European
Council, and the European Parliament function and make policies?
= |sthere an alleged democratic deficit of the EU institutions?
= How does the EU form trade policies and what are the trade relations of the EU
around the world?
= Whatis the chance of further enlargement of the EU in the Western Balkans, Ukraine,
Course or Turkey in light of the recent rise of populist parties in the EU?
Description » |sthe EU a harbinger in data privacy protection on international level?
= What is the role of the EU in responding to climate change?
= What can the EU do in terms of energy security, common foreign and security policy?
*» What are the latest developments in the Area of Freedom, Security and Justice with
respect to migration policies?
This is a sample of issues that we will address in the course.
Students may be divided into small groups and may be required to deliver short analytical
presentations or outlines on written material and media sources related to the topics
covered in the course. Group activities and presentations are to be expected as the
course will be highly interactive. Simulations of the proceedings in EU institutions may
take place in the course.
The course is highly recommended to 2nd-year Governance students, who have priority
Remarks . . . . L .
in registering. No senior student priority for this course.
Examination The final grade will be based on written assignments and presentation(s).
Final component of the examination is planned to be due on 08.02.2027.
For an overview of EU policies: "Europe in 12 Lessons".
For the latest news from Brussels and current events and developments in the EU, you
Recommended can check Politico
Reading )
An introductory academic text on the topic of the functioning of the EU: D. Kenealy, J.
Peterson, and R. Corbett, The European Union: How Does It Work? (OUP, 5th edition).
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Governance

Semester

Dr. Stoyan Panov (stoyan.panov@ucf.uni-freiburg.de)

Open to Students Credit Points Max. Enrollment Course Number

Year(s) 3,4 6 18 00LE62S-LAS-GO0008

Module(s) StuPo 2020 Module(s) StuPo 2026

Specialization Option: Governance, Specialization Option: Governance,
Research in an Area of Governance

Research in an Area of Governance

Prerequisites

Introduction to Governance, see also the requirements for senior Governance courses in
the STUPO.

Format, Dates,
Times and
Rooms

Seminar
Mon, 10-12h, Universitatsstr 5 R 1
Wed, 10-12h, KG 1140

Course
Description

The course introduces students to an interdisciplinary exploration of International Law
and Global Security. While it provides students with the opportunity to develop knowledge
and understanding of fundamental principles of International Law, the course also
examines how international actors coexist, interact and make law and apply the principles
governing international legal relations and security. The thread of global security in the
fields of human rights, the law of armed conflict (war), terrorism and cybersecurity among
other relevant topics is examined. Essential topics of International Law such as the
identification and function of actors in the international legal order and their role in security
system (States, Statehood, International Organizations), the creation of international law
(Sources of International Law such as treaties, custom, and general principles), the
consequences of breaches of International Law and present-day challenges to the
international legal order are analyzed. Most recent developments in the field of
International Law will serve as a focal point of analysis and discussion.

Related to the concept of global security, discussions will focus on contemporary
developments in the global order, international interventions in armed conflicts, the
feasibility of the Responsibility to Protect doctrine, migration, law enforcement
mechanisms against terrorism, collective security, the legal aspects of the threat or use
of force, function of human rights law in global security, nuclear proliferation regime,
among others. The emphasis is on dealing with current pressing debates on International
Law as well as novel approaches to the topic through the prism of global security. The
course will employ concrete current examples, case studies and interactive exercises in
order to contextualize the approaches and tools, and highlight linkages between theory
and practice in the areas of International Law and global security. The participants will
gain skills to analyze fact problem sets and apply acquired knowledge in various case
scenarios. Students may be required to participate in group activities and presentation
projects.

Examination

Written assignments, and/or research paper/research design analysis, and/or
presentations. Last component of the grade is planned to be due on 27.02.2027.
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Governance

Semester

Pit Jasper Lee, MPhil (Pit-Jasper.Lee@ec.europa.eu)

Open to Students Credit Points Max. Enrollment Course Number

Year(s) 2-4 6 20 OOLE62S-LAS-GO0111

Module(s) StuPo 2020 Module(s) StuPo 2026

Advanced Governance | and Il Advanced Governance | and Il
Specialization Option Specialization Option

Prerequisites

none

Format, Dates,
Times and
Rooms

Seminar (in presence and online)
Mon, 16-18:30h, KG | HS 1236
Wed, 16-18:30h, AU Co-Creation-Raum (from 28.10.); AU Max-Kade 2 (21.10.)

Course
Description

What institutions, actors and dynamics shape wages, working conditions and
(un)employment in modern economies, and how far do societies differ in the way they
protect citizens against social and economic risks? This course covers labour markets in
OECD welfare states in comparative perspective, linking topics such as pensions,
housing, the care sector and family policy to labour market dynamics and outcomes, with
a particular focus on institutions and actors.

Topics covered: The course asks throughout how the design of labour market institutions
differs across affluent democracies, what social effects it produces, and which politics
drives reform. It is organised in four blocks. Foundations introduces social policy and the
two analytical frameworks used throughout the course, namely welfare state regimes and
varieties of capitalism, alongside various critical theories. Labour market institutions
covers minimum wages, collective bargaining, employment protection and dualisation,
unemployment benefits, activation, and skills. Fields and drivers of social policy turns to
family and care, social investment, financialisation, and inequality. The life course and
the future closes with pensions and housing as pillars of asset-based welfare, with
austerity and retrenchment, and with the future of work, including automation and
platform labour.

Teaching format: The course is taught as a reading-based seminar combined with case-
oriented comparative discussion. A study visit is planned in this course: to a trade union
and an employer association in Freiburg.

Remarks

Second- and third-year students should take the course for the module Advanced
Governance | or Il. Third year students who have filled these modules and fulfilled the
prerequisites for the Specialization Option, can take it for the Specialization Option.
Assignments are different for these modules.

The first week as well as the second part of the course take place online.

Examination

SL: a 1,500 word draft or outline of the policy paper topic, discussed in advance (due 22
December 2026).

PL: Case-based presentation, e.g. on pension reform in a given country or the drivers of
rising housing unaffordability in a given city (25%)
Policy paper (75%), due 26 February 2027.

Recommended
Reading

G. Esping-Andersen, The Three Worlds of Welfare Capitalism (1990), chapters 1 to 3 (at
least chapters 1 and 2).

P. Hall and D. Soskice (eds), Varieties of Capitalism (2001), chapter 1.

A. Hassel and B. Palier (eds), Growth and Welfare in Advanced Capitalist Economies
(2021), chapter 1.
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Governance Semester
Dr. Bugra Yasin (byasinn@gmail.com)
Open to Students Credit Points Max. Enrollment Course Number
Year(s) 2-4 6 20 00LE62S-LAS-GO0096
Module(s) StuPo 2020 Module(s) StuPo 2026
Advanced Governance | and | Advanced Governance | and I
Prerequisites Political Theory
Format, Dates, Seminar
Times and Mon, 10-12h, KG 1234
RIEITE Wed, 10-12h, Zentr.f.Neurowiss. HS 00006
Why do political actors disagree so deeply about the solutions to persistent social and
political problems? Could these disagreements arise because ideologies shape not only
the solutions they propose, but also what they recognise as a problem in the first place?
This course examines how ideologies shape political identities, generate distinctive
political vocabularies, and produce competing visions of social order.
The course provides a systematic introduction to major political ideologies as historically
situated and conceptually structured frameworks. It begins with the concept of ideology
and its intellectual genealogy before examining liberalism, conservatism, nationalism,
Course socialism, anarchism, fascism, religious fundamentalism, ecologism, feminism, and
Description LGBTQ+ politics. Particular attention will be paid to each tradition’s historical emergence,
canonical texts, core concepts, normative aims, and internal tensions.
Andrew Heywood'’s Political Ideologies: An Introduction will serve as the core textbook,
supplemented by selected primary and secondary readings. Each thematic block
combines two teaching hours of lectures with integrated discussion and two hours of
seminar work. During each seminar session, two students will each give an individual
presentation analysing how a selected political, social, or cultural phenomenon
articulates, reproduces, transforms, or contests a particular ideology. The presentations
will be followed by a plenary discussion and debate.
PL:
Individual presentation: 20%;
Examination Five response papers, totalling 2,250-2,500 words: 35%;
Final paper, 3450-3600 words: 45%.
The final paper must be submitted by 3 February 2027.
Andrew Heywood (2021), Political Ideologies: An Introduction.
Recommended .
Reading Terence Ball et al., eds. (2017), Ideals and Ideologies: A Reader.
Michael Freeden et al., eds. (2013), The Oxford Handbook of Political Ideologies.
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Governance only Semester
Dr. Wouter Wiersma (wouter.wiersma@ucf.uni-freiburg.de)
Open to Students Credit Points Max. Enrollment Course Number
Year(s) 2 8 25 00LE62S-LAS-G0O0103
Module(s) StuPo 2020 Module(s) StuPo 2026
Political Theory Political Theory
Prerequisites none
Format, Dates, Seminar
Times and Mon, 10-12h, AU R 01 065
Rooms
Wed, 10-12h, KG 1019
This course introduces students to core concepts and ideas in political theory. Political
theory examines issues related to politics, governance, and the state. One of the central
guestions is the question of political obligation and legitimate authority. We examine if,
and if so, why, individuals have a duty to obey authority, theories of what a just society
would look like, what concept of freedom should govern our societies, and under what
circumstances resistance and civil disobedience can be justified. We also deal with
pressing contemporary challenges for political institutions, such as climate change, and
the role this has for (democratic) institutions.
Upon completion of this course, students will be able to:
= recognize and distinguish between different normative understandings of central
Course political concepts, such as liberty, equality, justice, democracy, and the state;
Description = compare and contrast hormative theories and concepts;
» improve their analytical and writing skills through production of academic texts, which
compare, contrast and apply normative frameworks and arguments;
= improve the understanding of different opinions on political and social issues;
= develop awareness about own normative views on social and political issues, in
relation to academic discussions about these topics and reflect on the development
of their own ideas;
= reflect critically on their own learning process and intellectual development
throughout the course, identifying how their understanding of key political concepts
and normative positions has evolved.
Second-year Governance students should take this course as their priority. No senior
Remarks - .
priority for this course.
Examination Final paper due on 26.02.2027.
Wolff, Jonathan. “What is the Problem of Political Obligation”, Proceedings of the
Aristotelian Society, 91 (1990): 153-169
Recommended . . . . . .
Reading A good introductory textbook on the topics we will cover in the course: Kymlicka, Will.
Contemporary Political Philosophy: An Introduction. Oxford: Oxford University Press,
2015.
KG Kollegiengebaude Ph Peterhof
AU Alte Universitéat HH Hermann-Herder-Stral3e
HS Horsaal FMF  Stefan-Meier-Str. 21

BT Breisacher Tor

37


mailto:wouter.wiersma@ucf.uni-freiburg.de

5.5 Life Sciences

Life Sciences Semester
Dr. Janina Kirsch (janina.kirsch@biologie.uni-freiburg.de)
Open to Students Credit Points Max. Enrollment Course Number
Year(s) 2-4 6 20 O0LE62S-LAS-LS0007
Module(s) StuPo 2020 Module(s) StuPo 2026
Advanced Life Sciences I, Il or Il Advanced Life Sciences I, Il or llI
Prerequisites Introduction to Life Sciences (required)
Online with two in-person sessions.
Format, Dates, Sessions:
Times and Fri, 04.12.26, 14-16h, Biologie 1l/Ill, SR 00 043
il Fri, 22.01.27, 14-16h, Biologie II/lll, SR 00 043
Exam: Fri, 19.02.27, (after semester end) 10-12h, Biologie II/11l, Computerpool"
Self-paced online studying with recorded videos and a script. For each topic, students
complete learning units in ILIAS and model the brain structures at home using plasticine
(yes, your hands will get dirty!). These plasticine models will help you to understand the
relative location of different parts of the brain. Feedback is provided through video files
Course ; ; ; ; ;
Description and during the optional check-in meetings in person.
In this course different components of the vertebrate brain and associated functions are
presented one by one. In particular these are General structure of the vertebrate brain;
Spinal cord; Medulla oblongata; Cerebellum; Midbrain; Thalamus; Hypothalamus; Basal
ganglia; Limbic system; Cerebral cortex
This class is a self-paced online class. Students complete learning modules in ILIAS
. throughout the semester and build plasticine models of different parts of the brain.
Online sessions have to be completed before Feb 12, 2027 in order to be admitted to the
exam.
Online sessions have to be completed before Feb 12, 2027 in order to be admitted to the
Examination exam.
Final Exam: Fri, 19.02.2027, Biologie 1l/1ll, Computerpool
Two SOMSO Brain models as well as the script (English and German) are available in
ggggmg‘e”ded the reading room for self-study!
Kandel, Schwartz, et al. (2012) Principles of neural science. (Reading Room: NT/Kan/1)
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Life Sciences Semester
Christoph Howe, PhD (C.Howe@gmx.net)
Open to Students Credit Points Max. Enrollment Course Number
Year(s) 2-4 6 20 O0OLE62S-LAS-LS0002
Module(s) StuPo 2020 Module(s) StuPo 2026
Foundational Chemistry Foundational Chemistry
Prerequisites none
Format, Dates, Seminar
Times and Tue, 10-12h, Ph R 2
RIEITE Thu, 10-12h, Wilhelmstr 26 R 00 016
In this course the students will learn the basics on chemistry and how to apply
fundamental chemical concepts in a scientific lab environment preparing for common
tasks:
How to read the periodic table; how to draw realistic chemical structures (LEWIS) and
implement essential geometric information within their 3D structure (VSEPR) as well as
gain basic stereochemical information on compounds; what functional groups exits and
Course how to prepare dilution series for experiments; how to create buffer systems; how to
Description calculate for the necessary chemical ingredients to individually manufacture a culture
medium (e.g. In a biological lab); how do we use thermodynamics to predict spontaneity
of chemical reactions; etc.
The chemical concepts of this lecture will be trained in a seminar-like course style with
time for questions and answers. Additionally excercise sheets will be solved by the
individual student outside class room. By the end of the course, the students show their
training by presenting a chemical or a chemical process on a self-chosen topic in class.
Midterm exam (50% of final grade) on Nov 19, 2026, final exam (50%) on Jan 14, 2027,
Examination and an ungraded presentation (pass/fail) during the class (to be held between Dec 10-
22, 2026).
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Life Sciences Semester
Dr. Senthilkumar Ramamoorthy (senthilkumar.ramamoorthy@uniklinik-freiburg.de)
Open to Students Credit Points Max. Enrollment Course Number
Year(s) 3-4 6 15 O0LE62S-LAS-LSEE0001
Module(s) StuPo 2020 Module(s) StuPo 2026
LS: Methods | or Il (quantitative), Specialization | or | LS: Quantitative Methods, Specialization | or Il
Il
L Introduction to Life Sciences (required). Prior knowledge of computer programming is not
Prerequisites :
required, but an advantage.
Format, Dates, Seminar
Times and Mon, 10-12h, KG 1134
Rooms Wed, 10-12h, KG 1134
The code of life is written with a combination of 4 letters (A, T, G, C). The "3 billion
characters containing text is stored in the form of "2-meter-long DNA in every cell ("10-
100 pum size) of our body. This complex genetic information is decoded by several
molecular machineries of the cell to establish its function. The advancement of next-
generation technologies helped scientists to sequence the genome, transcriptome,
proteome and metabolomes of various model organisms. In the post-genomics era,
computational methodologies are extensively used for analyzing and interpreting such
complex biological data. It is essential for a biologist to have adequate knowledge of
bioinformatics to explore and interpret data-intensive genome research.
The following topics will be covered during the course in the form of lectures, lab
exercises, group discussions, and assignments.
Cour = Genome organization and regulation; Genome evolution; Gene structure and
Dg:c?i?)tion regulatory modules; Next generation sequencing technologies.
= Primary and secondary data resources for genome information; Functional
annotations of the genome; Techniques for genome analysis; Algorithms for
sequence analysis.
= Computational methods for comparative genomics; Phylogenomics.
= Epigenomics; Gene expression regulation; Transcriptomics (Microarray and
RNASeq).
= Clinical genomics; Population genomics; Genome-wide association studies.
= Genomics at single cell level, Methods for studying the 3D architecture of the
genome.
The course participants will be trained to use genome analysis software in a problem-
based learning approach.
You need to bring your personal laptop for the exercise sessions. Also, you can make
use of the computer labs at the university computer center:
Remarks S .
https://www.rz.uni-freiburg.de/services-en/pc-en/pcpools-en
The study materials will be provided during the course for each topic.
- Two writeup assignments (70%) , last one due on Feb 28, 2027 and a presentation during
Examination
class (30%).
Recommended | David W. Mount: Bioinformatics - Sequence and Genome Analysis.
Reading Andreas D. Baxevanis, Gary D. Bader and David S. Wishart: Bioinformatics
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Life Sciences Semester
Tobias Butelmann (tobbut@posteo.de)
Open to Students Credit Points Max. Enrollment Course Number
Year(s) 3-4 6 20 OOLE62S-LAS-LS0043
Module(s) StuPo 2020 Module(s) StuPo 2026
LS: Specialization | or Il LS: Specialization | or Il
Prerequisites _Foundanonal Chemistry, Cell Biology, Physiology (all required, Physiology can be taken
in parallel)
Format, Dates, Seminar
Times and Mon, 18-20h, Ph R 1
Rooms Wed, 18-20h, Ph R 1
Engineered Living Materials (ELMs) represent one of the most interesting and emerging
disciplines at the crossroads of biology and materials science allowing researchers to
develop new materials with breathtaking properties and applications. They combine living
cells, such as microorganisms, and specific polymer materials, and can be applied in
biotechnology and medicine, but also construction and electronics, finding solutions for
industrial and societal demands.
In this class, students will explore the domains within the field of ELMs in between “Life”
and “Materials” and see how they are connected through engineering. Students will build
on their biological and chemical knowledge, get to know polymer chemistry and materials
gours_ef science in more detail and discover numerous applications to get an idea of what is
escription possible in the field of ELMs. Finally, aspects of sustainability connected to ELMs will be
discussed.
For the examination, students will present a research article as an oral presentation in a
seminar (~20 min, 30 %) and write a final exam (70 %). We will also organize a movie
screening of “FUTURE SCIENCE” and a panel discussion.
At the end of the course, they will have an understanding of the new field and will have
gained some insights into how their biological knowledge can be applied in a different
scientific domain, i.e. materials science. This will help the students to become an
interdisciplinary scholar with a broad knowledge.
Examination 8-12 Feb, 2027 (to be agreed on in the first session)
Recommended Srubar I, Wil (2022) Engineered Living Materials. Electronic version available through
Reading the univeristy library (with UFR IP): https://www.redi-bw.de/start/unifr/EBooks-
springer/10.1007/978-3-030-92949-7
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Life Sciences Semester
Dr. Paolo d'Errico (paolo.derrico@blbt.uni-freiburg.de)
Open to Students Credit Points Max. Enrollment Course Number
Year(s) 3,4 6 20 OOLE62S-LAS-LS0046
Module(s) StuPo 2020 Module(s) StuPo 2026
LS: Methods LS: Methods
LS: Specialization Option | or lI LS: Specialization Option | or Il
Prerequisites Anatomy and Functions of the Brain and Cell Biology
Format, Dates, Seminar
Times and Mon, 16-18h, KG 1023
LS Wed, 16-18h, KG 1023
This course focuses on the biology of glial cells and their dynamic interactions with
neurons in the central nervous system. It will cover key aspects of glial cell research,
including their historical discovery, developmental origin, morphology, and molecular
characteristics under both physiological and pathological conditions.
The course adopts a research-oriented approach, introducing students to the principal
Course experimental techniques, methodologies, and model systems used in contemporary
Description neuro-glial studies. Emphasis will be placed on understanding cutting-edge approaches
employed in investigating neuron—glia communication.
To enhance critical thinking and active learning, the course will incorporate interactive
components such as the discussion of scientific literature and the development of basic
research proposals. These activities are designed to strengthen students' ability to
interpret data, formulate hypotheses, and engage with current research in the field.
Examinati Oral presentation (30%) on Jan 27, 2027 (or later) and final written exam (70%) on Feb
Xamination
10, 2027.
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Life Sciences Semester
Prof. Dr. Dieter Kunz (dieter.kunz@unibas.ch)
Open to Students Credit Points Max. Enrollment Course Number
Year(s) 3-4 6 20 OOLE62S-LAS-LS0010
Module(s) StuPo 2020 Module(s) StuPo 2026
Physiology Physiology
Prerequisites Foundational Chemistry and Cell Biology (both required)
Fprmat, Dates, Seminar
Times and
Rooms Wed, 08-10h, KG 1142
Human Physiology is the science of life aiming to understand the mechanisms of the
human body on different levels including molecules, cells, tissues, organs and organ
systems. One focus is how the human body's systems and functions work together to
maintain a stable internal environment, an important requirement for live and survival of
the induvial organism.
It focuses on how organ systems, individual organs, cells, and biomolecules carry out
chemical and physical functions including the nervous, endocrine, cardiovascular,
c respiratory, digestive, and urinary systems, as well as cellular and exercise physiology.
ourse . . . . . .
Description Pathophysiology is at the intersection of pathology and physiology, concerning
disordered physiological processes that cause or result from or are otherwise associated
with a disease or injury. Knowledge in physiology and pathophysiology helps not only to
understand how the body works in health and is deflected in disease, but it also provides
potential target structures for development of therapies and medications.
The course will include presentations by the instructor and the student participants.
Student tandems will present patients suffering from exemplary and most common
diseases. Students will explain the underlying physiology but also present some data to
the pathophysiology of the disease.
Examination Final exam in the last week of the semester
Silverthorn (2016) Human Physiology: An Integrated Approach (Reading Room: NT/Sil/1)
Recommended . . . . . .
Reading Brandes, Lang & Schmidt (2019) Physiologie des Menschen: mit Pathophysiologie
(electronic license through the university library)
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Life Sciences Semester
Dr. Tjibbe Donker (tjibbe.donker@uniklinik-freiburg.de)
Open to Students Credit Points Max. Enrollment Course Number
Year(s) 2-4 6 18 OOLE62S-LAS-LS0041
Module(s) StuPo 2020 Module(s) StuPo 2026
Advanced Life Sciences I, Il or 11l Advanced Life Sciences I, Il or 11l
Prerequisites Dealing with Numerical Information and Introduction to Life Sciences
Format, Dates, Seminar
Times and Wed, 08-10h, BT R 107
Rooms Fri, 08-10h, BT R 107
Infectious diseases can have a profound impact on an individual and public health, with
sometimes grave societal impact. To control these diseases, we need comprehensive
information about their epidemiology (the study and analysis of the distribution patterns -
who, when, and where - and determinants of health and disease conditions in a defined
population). However, collecting data on infectious diseases through surveillance and
clinical reporting can be challenging for various reasons. By taking a quantitative
approach, we will look at the opportunities infectious disease epidemiology has to offer
in furthering our understanding of these diseases, and the challenges and limitations that
go with it.
Course We will cover the basic principles of infectious disease epidemiology that are needed to
Description make a quantitative description of disease spread and their impact. This will include
topics such as:
= Basic epidemiology
= Surveillance
= Nowcasting and Forecasting
= Control strategies and resource management
Students will also go through several practical exercises based on historic epidemic data
and example diseases to highlight the actual process of going from data to epidemic
response.
Examination To be announced in the first class.
KG Kollegiengebaude Ph Peterhof
AU Alte Universitéat HH Hermann-Herder-StraRe
HS Horsaal FMF  Stefan-Meier-Str. 21
BT Breisacher Tor

44


mailto:tjibbe.donker@uniklinik-freiburg.de

Life Sciences

Semester

Dr. Wilf Gardner (w.gardner@tuta.io)

Open to Students Credit Points Max. Enrollment Course Number

Year(s) 2-4 6 20 O0OLE62S-LAS-LS0029

Module(s) StuPo 2020 Module(s) StuPo 2026

Advanced Life Sciences I, Il or 11l Advanced Life Sciences I, Il or 11l
Specialization Option LS: 1 or Il Specialization Option LS: 1 or Il

Prerequisites

"Anatomy and Functions of the Brain" (required) and "Neuroscience: From Brain to
Behaviour" (recommended)

Format, Dates,
Times and
Rooms

Seminar
Mon, 14-16h, AU R 01 036a
Wed, 14-16h, AU R 01 036a

Course
Description

The central nervous system is the biological engine through which humans navigate the
world. It dictates every modality of the human condition, from the most primitive functions
of our survival to our higher-order intelligence and self-awareness. Modern neuroscience,
building on the early experiments of antiquity and the progress of anatomy and
physiology in the 19th and 20th centuries, integrates elements of biology, chemistry,
medicine, psychology and philosophy to provide insights into the mechanics of the brain
and everything it controls.

This course explores the nervous system through its disorders, the study of which has
long been used as a window into normal function. Biomedical neuroscience not only aims
to develop clinical solutions for these conditions, but also provides unique insights about
how the nervous system functions in health and disease. Drawing from a wide array of
biological, psychological, and clinical aspects, students will develop an understanding of
how neuroscience research utilises tools from a range of disciplines to describe the
function and dysfunction of the nervous system, and ultimately to diagnose and treat its
disorders. Students will develop in-depth knowledge of how various forms of disruption
of nervous system function can give rise to disease, and learn to think critically about
diseases, treatments, and how they can be understood within a wider societal context.

Classes are based on a combination of lectures, seminars, and student presentations,
with a focus on interactive learning and discussion. Material will be presented in a hybrid
format, with online lectures paired with seminar sessions for discussion. Topics will
include neuroscience research methods, infectious disease and the brain's immune
system, brain injury, neurodegeneration, and functional and psychiatric disorders.
Students will learn to interact critically with research methodologies and scientific
literature, encouraging them to explore topics beyond the immediate course material. The
course endeavours to equip students with specialised neuroscientific knowledge and
offer a foundation for those who would choose to further pursue basic or clinical research,
in neuroscience or the wider biomedical sciences."

Examination

Presentation (30% of final grade) + exercise sheets (30% of final grade) + end-of-term
essay due on Feb 22, 2027 (40% of the final grade)

Recommended
Reading

Sontheimer, H. (2015). Diseases of the nervous system. Academic Press. (reading room:
NT/So/1)

Purves et al. (2019) Neuroscience. International sixth edition . (reading room: NT/Pur/1)
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Life Sciences

Semester

Dr. Wilf Gardner (w.gardner@tuta.io)

Open to Students Credit Points Max. Enrollment Course Number

Year(s) 3-4 4 15 OOLE62S-LAS-LS0045

Module(s) StuPo 2020 Module(s) StuPo 2026

Senior Profile: Life Sciences, ESS Senior Profile: Life Sciences, ESS

Prerequisites

Format, Dates,
Times and
Rooms

Seminar
Mon, 12-14h, AU R 01 036a
Wed, 12-14h, AU R 01 036a

Course
Description

"Scientific writing is a critical but often overlooked skill. The ability to communicate
complex information in a clear and engaging manner is a subtle but powerful tool,
ensuring precision in how your ideas are understood and enhancing their impact. With
the increasing volume and homogenisation of written work across numerous professional
and academic domains, being able to write not just competently but well is a becoming a
rare art.

This course aims to provide the foundational elements of good technical writing and help
students to develop and hone their own writing style within a scientific framework.
Students will learn the structure, style, and conventions of scientific writing, and practice
critically evaluating technical texts for clarity, logic, and effectiveness. They will identify
and analyse the strengths and flaws in scientific texts, and will have the opportunity to
apply these lessons to their own work. Writing exercises will include working with sample
texts, rewriting sections, and students developing their own work (e.g. previous or current
reports, essays, or theses) to begin to apply good practice and learn the value of iterative
editing.

The course aims to equip students with the fundamental tools to enhance their writing
and develop their style for their thesis projects and future academic and professional
contexts. Sessions will be in a workshop-style format, with taught elements and hands-
on exercises. Students will have opportunities to bring their own work to develop within
workshops if they wish.

Remarks

Not all Wednesday meetings will take place. Exact dates will be announced in the first
session.

Examination

Pass/Fail dependent on participation and completion of in-class and at-home exercises.
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5.6 Multiple Study Areas

Culture & History, ESS Semester
Dr. Ana-Clara Alves (ana.clara.alves@ucf.uni-freiburg.de)
Open to Students Credit Points Max. Enrollment Course Number
Year(s) 2-4 6 20 00LE62S-LAS-CO007
Module(s) StuPo 2020 Module(s) StuPo 2026
Culture: Peoples and Practices Culture: Peoples and Practices
Culture & History I, Il, or 1l Culture & History I, II, or 11l
Human and the Environment | or I, Human and the Environment | or I,
Specialization Option | or II: ESS Specialization Option | or II: ESS
Prerequisites none
Format, Dates, Seminar
Times and Tue, 10-12h, KG 1140
Rooms Thu, 10-12h, KG 1140
This seminar will introduce students to a global perspective on Anthropology of Food and
the environmental stakes of mass food production. Through case studies drawn from
diverse food practices across the Global North and Global South, students will explore
how food is pivotal in creating relationships, kinships as well as political and economic
systems. Focused on the connections between food, people, and environments, the
Course course will guide students in developing a critical perspective on the cultural history of
D urse food production, distribution and consumption. Additionally, the course will take students
eSCI’IptIOI"I . . . .
on two fieldwork excursions, so that students engage directly with the full cycle of food
production and gain a firsthand understanding of how organic and not organic food is
produced and which methods of food production can offer a sustainable alternative for
consumption systems. Throughout the course, students will learn how to work with
ethnographic visual methods and will develop their own visual project on the topic of
Anthropology of Food.
There are two local excursions during the course:
24.11.2026 and 15.12.2026.
Remarks . ) i i ) )
The excursions will work like doubles sessions, which means that the class will last from
10h-14h.
Examination 11.02.2027
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ESS, LS Semester
Prof. Dr. Stefan Glnther (stefan.guenther@pharmazie.uni-freiburg.de),
Simon P. Pfaffle (simon.pfaeffle@pharmazie.uni-freiburg.de)
Open to Students Credit Points Max. Enrollment Course Number
Year(s) 2-4 6 8 + waiting list 08LE31V-40010M
Module(s) StuPo 2020 Module(s) StuPo 2026
Methods | or Il (LS, ESS) Methods or Quantitative Methods (ESS, LS)
Prerequisites tba
Lecture
Format, Dates, | Tye 11-13h, HS Pharmazie (HH7)
Times and .
Rooms Tutorial
Thu, 10-12h, Werthmannst. 4, PC Pool 9/9a
This course provides a practical introduction to scientific programming and data analysis
in the life sciences, with a focus on Python-based methods. Students will learn to
visualize data, explore Al and machine learning techniques, and work with molecular and
genomic data, including chemical structures and next-generation sequencing.
Additionally, the course will
introduce specialized software for the life sciences (AlphaFold, Cytoscape, mothur,
PyDESeq, PyMOL, Schrédinger Suite).
By the end of this course, students will be able to:
Course =  Write and understand basic Python code.
Description . . . L .
» Programmatically create different types of visualisations for various data sources.
= Understand the underlying principles in model building, Artificial Intelligence and
Machine Learning methodology.
= Digitally work with chemical molecules and apply currently relevant methods from the
life sciences field.
= Digitally work with Next-Generation-Sequencing data and apply currently relevant
methods from the life sciences field.
= Comprehend basic graph theory and its application to biological networks.
Students don't require their own computers. We will make use of the computers in the IT
department (Rechenzentrum) with preinstalled software. After each practical there will be
a homework assignment. A virtual machine with all required software is available at:
Remarks https://bwlehrpool.ruf.uni-freiburg.de/
Students must register for both the lecture and the practical session separately.
German title in HISinOne: Vertiefende Methoden der Bioinformatik (see course no.).
Examination E-Exam on 18.02.2027
https://www.learnpython.org/
Recommended . . . . . . .
Reading Reinhard Pharmazeutische Biologie: Grundlagen und Humanbiologie available at the UB
Freiburg.
KG Kollegiengebaude Ph Peterhof
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Governance, Culture & History Semester
Jordan Rydman (Jjordanrydman@yahoo.com), Dr. Coretta Ehrenfeld (coretta.ehrenfeld@ucf.uni-frei-
burg.de)
Open to Students Credit Points Max. Enrollment Course Number
Year(s) 3-4 6 20 00LE62S-LAS-G0O0109
Module(s) StuPo 2020 Module(s) StuPo 2026
Specialization Option Governance Specialization Option Governance
Specialization Option Culture & History | or Il Specialization Option Culture & History | or Il
Senior Profile Culture & History Senior Profile Culture & History
L Introduction to Governance or Introduction to Culture & History, plus prerequisites for
Prerequisites :
senior modules
Format, Dates, Seminar
Times and Tue, 16-18h, Ph R 1
RES Thu, 16-18h, KG 1142
This course aims to investigate, understand, and discuss social inequalities against the
background of global relations. In global times, we experience global social, economic,
political, cultural, and power relations in our daily encounters. These encounters can be
enriching, while also sparking serious controversy and tensions. As such, we are
witnessing more and more confrontational debates. Grounded on complementary
insights of postcolonial criticism and contemporary critical social theory, this class will
concentrate on the two methodological accesses of close reading and debating to
engage growing discursive challenges regarding global and local inequalities. We ask
Course the question: what do “classic” postcolonial notions like “subaltern”, “hybridity”, “mimicry”,
Description or “post-colonial” mean, and how do these notions change perspectives on global
relations? Further, how are these perspectives practically applied in ways that challenge
or perpetuate colonial legacies? Key texts come from authors such as Edward Said, Homi
K. Bhabha, Stuart Hall, Gayatri Chakravorty Spivak, Judith Butler, Nancy Fraser, and
Vilna Bashi Treitler.
Thematic Structural Blocks:
Postcolonial classics: close reading
Contemporary critical theory: debating, arguing
Presentation and summary (25%), final Written Examination (essay): 75%
T oStudents will have_: the choice betw_een an argumentative essay or an essay exploring
real-world applications of a theoretical concept discussed in the course. Max. 6.000
words, Deadline: 28.02.2027.
Ashcroft, Bill, Gareth Griffiths und Helen Tiffin (2002 [1989]), The Empire Writes Back:
Theory and Practice in Post-Colonial Literatures, London/New York: Routledge.
Recommended | Bhabha, Homi K. (2011), Our Neighbours, Ourselves. Hegel Lectures, Berlin/New York:
Reading De Gruyter.
Fraser, N. (1995). From redistribution to recognition? Dilemmas of justice in a 'post-
socialist' age. New Left Review, 212, 68-93.
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ESS, Governance Semester

Julia Karch (frei.change.lab@posteo.de)

Open to Students Credit Points Max. Enrollment Course Number
Year(s) 2-4 6 20 O0OLE62S-LAS-EE0051
Module(s) StuPo 2020 Module(s) StuPo 2026

Human & Environment | or Il Human & Environment | or Il

Specialization Option | or Il: ESS Specialization Option | or Il: ESS

Advanced Governance | and Il Advanced Governance | and I

Prerequisites Introduction to Environmental and Sustainability Sciences

Format, Dates, Seminar

Times and Mon, 10-12h, KG 1023

RSl Wed, 10-12h, KG 1036
Can prosperity exist without endless economic growth? What would a society look like
that prioritizes well-being, justice, and ecological sustainability over consumption and
GDP?

This course introduces students to the emerging field of Degrowth — a critical and
interdisciplinary approach that challenges the idea that perpetual economic growth is
compatible with planetary boundaries and social justice. Combining insights from
ecological economics, political ecology, sociology, and transformation studies the
seminar explores the foundations of Degrowth, its social, ecological and political

Course . . . L . .

Description dlmensllons as well as prac_:t_lcal applications in society. The course framgs'degroyvth _not

as “anti-progress” or “sacrifice, but as questions around well-being, sufficiency, justice,
democracy, ecological limits, and quality of life.
Moving from theory to practice, students will engage with key debates on climate justice,
consumer culture, work, urban life, democracy, and post-growth futures. Alongside
foundational texts and current scholarship, the course emphasizes practical perspectives
through case studies, field excursions and project-based learning. The seminar
culminates in a student research or applied project that connects degrowth ideas to local,
real-world challenges and transformation pathways.

Remarks The course includes an excursion on Friday, December 4th, in the afternoon.

Examination Mid-term essay (2500 words), due Friday, 11th Dec. (50 %) & final group project, due
Friday, 12th Feb. (50 %)

Kallis, G. (2011). In Defence of Degrowth. Ecological Economics, 70(5), 873-880.
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.ecolecon.2010.12.007
Hickel, J. (2020). Less Is More: How Degrowth Will Save the World. London: William

Recommended | Heinemann.

Reading Jackson, T. (2017). Prosperity Without Growth: Foundations for the Economy of
Tomorrow (2nd ed.). London: Routledge.

Schmelzer, M., Vetter, A., & Vansintjan, A. (2022). The Future Is Degrowth: A Guide to
a World Beyond Capitalism. London: Verso.
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ESS, Governance, Life Sciences

Semester

Prof. Dr. Dirk Bunke (dirk.bunke @ph-freiburg.de)

Open to Students Credit Points

Max. Enrollment Course Number

Year(s) 2-4 6

20 OOLE62S-LAS-GOEE0024

Module(s) StuPo 2020

Module(s) StuPo 2026

Human and the Environment | or I,
Specialization Option Governance
Advanced Life Sciences I, Il or llI

Human and the Environment | or I,
Specialization Option Governance
Advanced Life Sciences I, Il or llI

Prerequisites Environmental chemistry or foundational chemistry
Format, Dates, Seminar
Times and Mon, 16-18h, KG 1134
Rooms Wed, 16-18h, KG 1134
In this course we will explore the manifold impacts of human activities on the environment
and resulting risks — for human health as well as for the environment. The course aims
to create an understanding of present sources for environmental pollution, alternative
options to act as well on regulatory and voluntary steps for abatement. Based on
examples from everyday life products, several groups of pollutants and their sources will
be introduced. Examples are given for the mechanisms how chemicals can interfere with
Course . . . . .
Description organisms fand for the .enV|ronmentaI fate of chemicals. In addlltlon, you develc_Jp basic
skills in environmental risk assessment and management strategies. The course includes
topics such as risks resulting from products, citizen science on biodiversity, toxicological
and ecotoxicological assessment of chemicals, chemicals in articles, legislation on
hazardous chemicals and their substitution, properties of eco-labels and options for us to
reduce risks. It includes also field work to enhance your chance to experience biodiversity
and to hear or see birds of the night in the areas around Freiburg.
Remarks Students of the major ESS have priority.
Graded assignments: Presentation (50%) and written report (50 %) due 22 February
Examination 2027
Pass/Fail assignments: Active participation and a written exam on 3 February 2027.
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AU Alte Universitéat HH Hermann-Herder-StraRe
HS Horsaal FMF  Stefan-Meier-Str. 21

BT Breisacher Tor

51


mailto:dirk.bunke@ph-freiburg.de

Culture & History, Governance Semester

Prof. Dr. Frieder Vogelmann (frieder.vogelmann@ucf.uni-freiburg.de)

Open to Students Credit Points Max. Enrollment Course Number

Year(s) 3-4 6 25 00LE62S-LAS-CHO0086

Module(s) StuPo 2020 Module(s) StuPo 2026

Specialization Option | or Il C&H Specialization Option | or Il C&H
Senior Profile C&H Senior Profile C&H
Specialization Option Governance Specialization Option Governance

Prerequisites

none

Format, Dates,
Times and
Rooms

Seminar
Tue, 14-16h, AU R 01 065
Thu, 14-16h, AU R 01 065

Course
Description

Jirgen Habermas (1929-2026) and Michel Foucault (1926—-1894) are arguably two of
the most important intellectuals of the 20th century, not just as social and political
philosophers, but also more broadly in the social sciences and humanities. Both also
were controversial, political engaged thinkers, who sparked important debates. While
Foucault, due to his early death, was unable to respond to Habermas’ challenge to him
(and French post-structuralism in general) in his 1983 lectures on The Philosophical
Discourse of Modernity (first published in 1998 [1985]), the discussion between them was
taken up by other theorists instead. In the ensuing so-called Foucault-Habermas debate,
Habermas and the “Habermasians” argue for a critical theory based on a Kantian quasi-
transcendental understanding of reason, a normatively charged concept of power and a
commitment to a “modern” conception of social theory. This position stands in stark
contrast to Foucault and the “Foucauldians”, who put forward critical theories based on
a Nietzschean historicization and naturalization of reason, a normatively ambiguous re-
conceptualization of power and a “postmodern” refusal to engage with general theories
about “society” in favor of a fragmentary, interventionist understanding of the social.

In the seminar, we will revisit this tension between two important attempts to formulate a
post-metaphysical philosophy capable of underpinning a critical diagnosis of the present.
In order to understand the stakes of the debate, the seminar introduces the central
concepts, arguments and theoretical backgrounds of Foucault's and Habermas’ political
and social philosophy before turning to their (more or less direct) arguments against each
other and the “Foucault-Habermas” debate. Here, we will focus on the three issues
highlighted above: the starkly different conceptions of critical theory, the competing
analyses of power and its relation to reason; and the contrasting ideas about the relation
between theory and praxis, resulting in different conceptions of the figure of a public
intellectual

Examination

Term paper (3,000-4,000 words) until 15 March 2027; re-sit: 15 May 2027

Recommended
Reading

Jirgen Habermas (1998 [1985]): The Philosophical Discourse of Modernity. Cambridge:
Blackwell.

Samantha Ashenden and David Owen (eds.) (1999): Foucault contra Habermas.
London: Sage.

Michael Kelly, (ed.) (1994): Critique and Power. Recasting the Foucault/Habermas
Debate. Cambridge, MA, London: MIT Press.

Michel Foucault (1997): What is Enlightenment? In: Paul Rabinow (ed.), Ethics,
Subjectivity and Truth, vol. I. London: Penguin, 303-319.

KG Kollegiengebaude Ph Peterhof
AU Alte Universitat HH Hermann-Herder-StralRe

HS Horsaal

FMF  Stefan-Meier-Str. 21

BT Breisacher Tor

52


mailto:frieder.vogelmann@ucf.uni-freiburg.de

ESS, Goverhance

Semester

Dr. Ayobami Badiru Moreira (ayo.badiru@hotmail.co

m)

Open to Students Credit Points

Max. Enrollment Course Number

Year(s) 2-4 6

20 OOLE62S-LAS-GOEE0005

Module(s) StuPo 2020

Module(s) StuPo 2026

ESS Methods | or II,
Specialization Option: ESS | or I,
Methods (Governance)

ESS Methods or Quantitative Methods,
Specialization Option: ESS | or I,

Methods (Governance)

Prerequisites

Introduction to Environmental and Sustainability Sciences or Introduction to Governance

Seminar
Mon, 14-16h, Werthmannstr 4, PC
Wed, 14-16h, Werthmannstr 4, PC

Format, Dates,
Times and
Rooms

Pool 1
Pool 1

them in real-time.

Course
Description

Studienleistung and collaborative g

students will apply their knowledge

Managing data with a spatial reference to the Earth is a central function of Geographic
Information Systems (GIS). A GIS stores and manages different types of data and links
them to geographic locations, serving as a powerful tool for visualization and spatial
analysis. GIS is widely used in science, public administration, and various industries.

This course follows a hands-on and integrated approach, with all classes held in the
computer lab using QGIS, a free and open-source GIS software. Instead of separating
theory and practice, theoretical concepts will be introduced directly through practical
exercises, helping students to understand the ideas behind spatial data while applying

The course is divided into three parts:

In the first part (approx. 25% of the course), students will explore the broad applications
of GIS through guided examples, learn about spatial data types, data sources (including
open data), and basic regulatory aspects — all while working directly with QGIS.

The second part deepens the use of QGIS tools, with a focus on geospatial analysis
methods commonly applied in environmental science. Students will complete a short

roup work.

The final part (approx. 50% of the course) consists of a supervised study project, where

to a self-chosen topic and present their results.

By the end of the course, students will be able to operate basic GIS functions, understand
core concepts of geospatial data, perform simple analyses, and create and publish maps.

Remarks

Students majoring in Environmental and Sustainability Sciences have priority.

Examination

GIS Portfolio Submission (40%) due 12 January 2027
Final Project Presentation (60%) on 3 February 2027

KG Kollegiengebaude
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ESS, Governance Semester
Dr. Ayobami Badiru Moreira (ayo.badiru@hotmail.com)
Open to Students Credit Points Max. Enrollment Course Number
Year(s) 2-4 6 20 O0OLE62S-LAS-EE0052
Module(s) StuPo 2020 Module(s) StuPo 2026
ESS Methods | or Il ESS Methods or Quantitative Methods
Specialization Option: ESS | or Specialization Option: ESS l or |l
Methods (Governance) Methods (Governance)
Prerequisites Introduction to Environmental and Sustainability Sciences
Format, Dates, Seminar
Times and Tue, 14-16h, KG 1140
Rooms Thu, 14-16h, AU R 01 036a
Climate data play a central role in understanding environmental variability and climate
change. The increasing availability of open-access datasets provides new opportunities
for students to explore real-world climate questions using quantitative methods. This
course introduces students to the fundamentals of climate data analysis using Python
and Jupyter Notebooks. Following a hands-on approach, students will learn how to
access, organize, visualize, and analyze openly available climate datasets. The course
emphasizes practical skills and scientific reasoning rather than advanced programming
or statistical methods. No prior programming experience is required. Python concepts
are introduced progressively through guided exercises using real climate data.
The course is divided into three parts:
In the first part (approximately 30% of the course), students will learn the basics of
gours_e i Python, Jupyter Notebooks, and climate datasets. They will become familiar with tabular
escription data structures, data cleaning, descriptive statistics, and graphical visualization.
The second part (approximately 40% of the course) focuses on the analysis of climate
data. Students will explore temperature and precipitation records, investigate climate
variability, calculate simple climate indicators, identify trends and anomalies, and
interpret results through scientific figures and tables.
The final part (approximately 30% of the course) consists of a supervised research
project. Students will develop a small climate-related study using open-access data and
Python. The project will culminate in a short scientific paper and an oral presentation.
By the end of the course, students will be able to obtain climate data from public
repositories, perform basic analyses using Python, create scientific visualizations,
interpret climate information, and communicate findings in the format of a scientific report.
Remarks No prior programming experience is required.
o Climate Data Mini-Project (40%) due 15 January 2027
Examination .
Report and Presentation (60%) on 4 February 2027
McKinney, W. (2022). Python for Data Analysis (3rd ed.). O'Reilly Media.
Recommended | VanderPlas, J. (2023). Python Data Science Handbook (2nd ed.). O'Reilly Media.
Reading Wilks, D. S. (2019). Statistical Methods in the Atmospheric Sciences (4th ed.). Academic
Press.
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Governance, ESS, LS Semester
Dr. Yikang Zhang (y.zhang@csl.mpg.de)
Open to Students Credit Points Max. Enrollment Course Number
Year(s) 2-4 6 20 00LE62S-LAS-GO0107
Module(s) StuPo 2020 Module(s) StuPo 2026
Methods (Governance) Methods (Governance)
Advanced Governance | or Il Advanced Governance | or I
Method | or Il (ESS) Methods (ESS and LS)
Methods | or Il (LS) Quantitative methods (ESS and LS)
Prerequisites none
Format, Dates, Seminar
Times and
Rooms Thu, 08-12h, KG 1023
In a world of hot takes and half-truths, this course gives you the tools to actually map
social reality.
This hands-on course introduces students to the fundamentals of survey research, from
formulating a clear, answerable research question to designing, implementing, and
analyzing a survey. Students begin by exploring different types of survey designs and
basic concepts of sampling, coverage, and nonresponse, learning how these decisions
affect data quality and the kinds of inferences that can be drawn. They then focus on
Course questionnaire construction, including principles of good question wording, response
Description scales, and practice identifying and revising biased or confusing items. A short module
on ethics and informed consent highlights challenges around anonymity, sensitive topics,
and responsible data handling in survey-based research. In the final part of the course,
students use introductory statistical tools to summarize and interpret survey data,
emphasizing clear, transparent reporting rather than advanced mathematics. Working in
small groups, they design their own survey on a topic of their own interest, collect data
from a target population, and present a brief report and oral presentation that link their
empirical findings back to their original research question.
The course starts on November 12!
Remarks L
Governance students have priority.
Examination tbc
Recommended Open access book Arundel, A. (2023).How to Design, Implement, and Analyse a
Reading Survey. Edward Elgar Publishing. https://www.elgaronline.com/monobook-
0a/book/9781800376175/9781800376175.xml
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Life Sciences, ESS Semester
Dr. Benoit Louvel (benoit.louvel@ucf.uni-freiburg.de)
Open to Students Credit Points Max. Enrollment Course Number
Year(s) 2-4 6 40 OOLE62VS-LAS-
LSEEO003
Module(s) StuPo 2020 Module(s) StuPo 2026
Mathematics for the Sciences Mathematics for the Sciences
- Introduction to Environmental and Sustainability Sciences or Introduction to Life Sciences
Prerequisites .
(required)
Format, Dates, Seminar
Times and Mon, 8-10h, AU R 01.036a
Rooms
Wed, 8-10h, KG 1134
In this course, Mathematics will be introduced from two points of view: Mathematics as a
tool in Science, and Mathematics in the context of Number Theory.
The first part of the course will present Mathematics as a necessary tool in the formalism
Course of any scientific approach. In the second part, basic concepts of Classical Mechanics
Description necessary for the understanding of nature will be introduced as an application of the first
part. In the third part, fundamental concepts in Number Theory - from ancient maths to
most challenging problems not yet resolved - will be addressed in order to put the student
in contact with the abstraction of pure Mathematics.
Examination Written mid-term and final exam. Dates will be announced in the first session.
Recommended | "Pre-Course Maths & Physics" as preparation. A script will be provided at the beginning
Reading of the class.
KG Kollegiengebaude Ph Peterhof
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All Majors

Semester

Dr. Simon Bichner (simon.buechner@ucf.uni-freiburg.de)

Open to Students Credit Points Max. Enrollment Course Number

Year(s) 3-4 4 20 OOLE62S-LAS-

COCHEEGOLS0004

Module(s) StuPo 2020 Module(s) StuPo 2026

Senior Profile: all Majors Senior Profile: all Majors

Prerequisites

none

Format, Dates,
Times and
Rooms

Seminar
Tue, 14-16h, Ph R 3

Course
Description

In the fourth year of LAS studies it is time to take stock of your knowledge on how to plan
and conduct an independent research project which you may or may not turn into your
bachelor thesis. The course ‘Planning and Doing Research’ introduces you to the
expectations to high quality research and encourages discussion on the differences and
similarities across the areas of intellectual interests that you and other students will bring
to the course. We will summarize, analyze and improve your ability to plan and manage
a small-scale research project. The goal is to come up with a proposal including a
research plan which you can then discuss with a (potential) supervisor.

For this, we will run through all phases of a research project and discuss and practice
related activities involved in each step. This includes, finding an interesting and feasible
research topic, developing a manageable research question, selecting an appropriate
method or approach, coming up with a suitable research design, approaching a potential
supervisor, collecting, analyzing, and interpreting data (written, verbal, and numerical),
drawing conclusions, critically discussing your own work, and presenting your plans and
results effectively.

The course will be a mix of instructor presentations, individual and group exercises, and
a poster session. The starting point will be your interests. Ideally, you have already a first,
but not final idea for a bachelor project which you want to develop into a full-fledged
proposal. There is no topical focus in this course and students from all majors are invited
to join as a large diversity of students from different majors will improve the learning of
every member of the class.

Remarks

The course is open to all Majors. Students can prepare a potential bachelor or other
research project.

Examination

Pass/fail: creation and presentation of a poster on your project idea in December.
Graded exam:
30% of the final grade: Draft research proposal due on Jan 7, 2027

70% of the final grade: The final, polished research proposal including feedback from the
draft, due on Feb 28, 2027.

Recommended
Reading

Booth, W., Colomb, G. & Williams, J. (2008). The Craft of Research. 3rd edition. Chicago
and London: University of Chicago Press (Reading room: EDU/Boo/1)

Snieder, R., & Larner, K. (2009). The Art of Being a Scientist: A Guide for Graduate
Students and T

KG Kollegiengebaude Ph Peterhof
AU Alte Universitat HH Hermann-Herder-StralRe

HS Horsaal

FMF  Stefan-Meier-Str. 21

BT Breisacher Tor

57


mailto:simon.buechner@ucf.uni-freiburg.de

Culture & History, Governance Semester
Dr. Wouter Wiersma (wouter.wiersma@ucf.uni-freiburg.de)
Open to Students Credit Points Max. Enrollment Course Number
Year(s) 2-4 6 20 00LE62S-LAS-CO0077
Module(s) StuPo 2020 Module(s) StuPo 2026
History: Modern or Contemporary History: Modern or Contemporary
Culture & History I, II, or Il Culture & History I, Il, or llI
Advanced Governance | or Il Advanced Governance | or Il
Prerequisites none
Format, Dates, Seminar
Times and Mon, 14-16h, BT R 205
RSl Wed, 14-16h, Universititsstr 5 R 2
Few ideas have shaped modern political, social, and intellectual life more profoundly than
the idea of progress. Scientific innovation, economic growth, democracy, technological
development, and expanding human rights are often understood as evidence that history
moves forward. At the same time, colonialism, world wars, environmental crises, and new
forms of inequality have raised fundamental questions about whether the very idea of
progress can still be sustained.
This course examines the history and philosophy of the concept of progress from the
Enlightenment to the present. Through the study of major philosophical texts and
contemporary debates, students will explore competing answers to questions such as:
Course - : . .
Descriofi Does history have a direction? What counts as progress, and according to whose
escription . . . . .
standards? Can there be progress in some domains while regression occurs in others?
Is the idea of progress inseparable from Eurocentrism, colonialism, or technological
domination? And can the concept still provide orientation for political and social thought
today?
We will connect classical philosophical debates with contemporary issues, including
scientific and technological innovation, economic development, democracy, global
justice, and climate change. Throughout the semester, students will develop the
conceptual tools needed to critically evaluate competing conceptions of progress and
their relevance for understanding the challenges of the twenty-first century.
Examination 19.02.2027
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Governance, ESS, LS Semester
Dr. Elina Sannehag (elina.sannehag@ucf.uni-freiburg.de)
Open to Students Credit Points Max. Enrollment Course Number
Year(s) 6 20 00LE62S-LAS-G0O0108
Module(s) StuPo 2020 Module(s) StuPo 2026
Methods (Governance) Methods (Governance)
Advanced Governance | or | Advanced Governance | or I
Method | and Il (ESS) Methods (ESS and LS)
Methods | or Il (LS) Quantitative methods (ESS and LS)
Prerequisites none
Format, Dates, Seminar
Times and
Rooms Tue, 8-12h, KG 1023
Regression techniques are one of the most commonly employed families of quantitative
methods used test theories and describe the relationship between variables. In the
application of regression methods in the social sciences and economics, several practical
challenges are likely to arise. In this course, we learn to apply Ordinary Least Squares
regression by focusing on these practical challenges, and on how to solve them. We
discuss, for example, variable selection; binary variables; interaction terms; logarithmic
gours_e " transformations; regression diagnostics; multicollinearity; and the interpretation of
escription statistical significance. Finally, to better understand what we can and cannot do with OLS
regression, we contrast it with another method, namely Necessary Condition Analysis.
The focus of the course is on learning by doing. We aim to explain cross-country variation
in the regulation of religion by translating theories into variables and models. We then run
regressions in RStudio to test theories. Moreover, we discuss how to interpret published
regression tables.
All students, regardless of their prior skills in research methods, statistics and RStudio,
are encouraged to sign up. This is not primarily a course in mathematics or programming,
Remarks but rather a course in which we learn to translate theories into quantitative models and
interpret the findings.
Governance students have priority.
Examination tba
Stark, P. B., & Saltelli, A. (2018). Cargo-cult statistics and scientific crisis. Significance,
15(4), 40-43.
Recommended | Taagepera, R. (2008). Making social sciences more scientific: The need for predictive
Reading models. OUP Oxford.
Dul, J. (2024). A different causal perspective with necessary condition analysis. Journal
of Business Research, 177, 114618.
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Senior Profile in all Majors Semester
Dr. Mila Mikalay (mikalay@ucf.uni-freiburg.de)
Open to Students Credit Points Max. Enrollment Course Number
Year(s) 6 (PL Only) 18 OOLE62S-LAS-
COCHEEGOLS0005
Module(s) StuPo 2020 Module(s) StuPo 2026

Senior Profile Senior Profile

Prerequisites Prerequisites for senior modules apply, depending on the Major

Format, Dates, Seminar

Times and Tue, 14-16h, Ph R 1

Rooms Thu, 14-16h, HH 9 R 00 018A (until 10.12.), HH 9 R 00 020 (from. 17.12.)
The course exposes you to the expectations to high quality research in different
disciplines and encourages discussion on the differences and similarities across the
areas of intellectual interests that you and other students will bring to the course. We will
summarize, analyze and improve your ability to formulate a research goal, select an
appropriate theory and method, and plan and manage a research project.
Upon completing this course, you should be able to understand the principles of
developing a viable research project, following the criteria of solid research design,
including:
= formulating and refining a research goal / research question,
= understanding the principles of selecting a suitable theory and method for answering

Course your research question,

Ll = knowing how to define the data necessary to answer the research question, how to

gather, systematize and analyze it,
= formulating a convincing relevance statement by contextualizing your research as an
informed position in an existing academic debate,

= improving the capacity to efficiently and correctly use sources,
= improving the ability to clearly and convincingly communicate your research;
= improving the ability to provide constructive feedback on research of other scholars.
The course consists of two parts: in the first one we cover the topics on the example of
academic papers of interest to you and your own course papers. In the second part, you
will apply the knowledge to develop a research proposal within a small team.
Please note that this is a 6 ECTS course, which is concentrated in the first part of the
semester; it comes with a corresponding workload.

Remarks It is highly recommended to take the course in combinaiton with the Student Conference,
which is set up together with the students from the Planning and Doing Research course
and includes further activities contributing to the learning goals of the course.

St Ungraded assignment: Research diary due mid-January.

xamination Graded: Research Outline due mid-January, Research Proposal due on February 28th.
Booth, Wayne C., Gregory G. Colomb & Joseph M. Williams (2008). The Craft of
Research. 3rd edition. Chicago: The University of Chicago Press.

Recommended . . - .

Reading Turabian, K., revised by W. C. Booth, G. G. Colomb, J. M. Williams, J. Bizup, W. T.
Fitzgerald, and the University of Chicago Press editorial staff (2018). A Manual for Writers
of Research Papers, Theses, and Dissertations. 9th edition. Chicago UP.
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ESS, Governance Semester
Dr. Stefanie Klose (stefanie.klose@ucf.uni-freiburg.de)
Open to Students Credit Points Max. Enrollment Course Number
Year(s) 3-4 6 20 00LE62S-LAS-GOEE0026
Module(s) StuPo 2020 Module(s) StuPo 2026
Specialization ESS 1 or Il Specialization ESS | or Il
Senior profile ESS, Senior profile ESS,
Senior Profile Governance Senior Profile Governance
- Wicked Problems in Socio-Economic Systems: An Introduction to System Dynamic
Prerequisites :
Modelling
Format, Dates, Seminar
Times and Mon, 14-16h, 1236
RES Wed, 14-16h, 1234
How do we move from understanding a complex problem to actually improving it? While
the introductory course “Wicked Problems in Socio-Economic Systems” provided the
tools for identifying feedback structures, qualitative system dynamics modelling, and
identifying potential leverage points for change, this advanced course addresses that
central challenge: moving from analysis to action.
The course is designed as an applied seminar and living lab. Instead of merely observ-
ing systems, you will actively intervene in them. Working on self-selected, real-world
Course challenges, you will refine your causal loop diagrams and identify strategic leverage
Description points that can trigger systemic change. This course takes place in collaboration with
the University of Southern Denmark (SDU). By exchanging perspectives with SDU’s en-
gineering students, you will have the chance to challenge your and their assumptions
and refine your solutions.
A central component is working with stakeholders to design, implement, and evaluate
interventions targeting selected leverage points. Be prepared to confront the practical
challenges of initiating change in complex systems, such as uncertainty, unintended
consequences, and stakeholder dynamics, while learning from both the challenges and
the successes of systemic interventions.
Remarks The course is a collaboration with the University of Southern Denmark (SDU).
Pass/ Fail: Project proposal (due in November)
Examination Graded: Intervention Design and Action Plan Canvas (due in December), Final Presen-
tation (due End of January)
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6 Courses of Other (Degree) Programs

6.1 EPICUR - The European University

l-' Uni Freiburg and UCF are part of EPICUR, a pilot European University
E DLC U R of the future. EPICUR offers LAS-based seminars and other teaching
\+ EUROPEAN UNIVERSITY activities across the alliance:

= EPICUR courses taught by UCF EPICUR staff are organized as regu-
lar UCF courses and listed in the Course Catalog.

= EPICUR courses offered at the EPICUR partners can be taken by UCF students. These courses adhere
to the individual partner's academic calendar and course organization.

Due to the international schedule, EPICUR courses and the LAS semester are not in sync. Please check the
registration periods, upcoming courses, and course registration on the EPICUR website. Credit recognition at
UCF follows the procedure for courses taken outside the University of Freiburg during LAS (see ILIAS Info
Board — Credit Recognition).

6.2 EUCOR - The European Campus

Eucor — The European Campus is a trinational alliance of five

universities in the Upper Rhine, a border region between Ger-

many, France and Switzerland. Its members are the universities

of Basel, Freiburg, Haute-Alsace, Strasbourg, and the Karlsruhe
e U: or Institute of Technology (KIT).

Eucor mobility enables students to create their own bi- and trina-

tional schedule by taking, for example, one course a week at an-

other university. This principle applies to the entire range of
course offerings of all Eucor member universities: it is also possible to spend a whole semester at another
member university or even a whole year. All this is possible without additional registration fees or semester
costs. You remain enrolled at your home university and, with the approval of your department (see ILIAS Info
Board — Credit Recognition), earn ECTS credits toward your degree. Member universities support free mobil-
ity by subsidizing travel costs.
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6.3 Environmental and Sustainability Sciences

ESS Semester
Dr. Sebastian Kilchert, Prof. Dr.-Ing. Rebekka Volk
Open to Students Credit Points Max. Enrollment Course Number
Year(s) 3-4 6 left-over places 11LE68V-8030
11LE68U-8030 PO 2021
Module(s) StuPo 2020 Module(s) StuPo 2026
Specialization ESS 1 or |l Specialization ESS | or Il
Prerequisites Advanced ESS students (3rd year or later).
Lecture
Format, Dates, | npon, 8-10h, G.-Kohler-Allee (Technical Faculty)
Times and .
Rooms Tutorial
Wed, 12-14h, G.-Kohler-Allee (Technical Faculty)
Starting from the key drivers for sustainable development the students are introduced to
the concepts of life cycle thinking, the circular economy, and environmental management.
The methodology of life cycle assessment (LCA) and its theory are explained and applied
by means of simplified LCA and case studies (from science and industry). Within that
Course scope relevant concepts and methods, such as the product Leontief Inverse, contribution
Description analysis, multifunctionality and impact calculation are considered. An overview on the
principles and (simple) application of input-output analysis and its adoption to life cycle
assessment is given. The students learn different aspects of the closed-loop economy
and end of life respectively, and are introduced to the consideration of uncertainties in
the LCA data. At the end of the lecture, future perspectives in LCA research will be pre-
sented and discussed.
Note: For course registration, dates of the technical faculty apply! LAS students register
for the course and the exam in HISinOne. It is necessary to register for lectures AND
Remarks workgroups.
Registration phases and other dates: http://www.tf.uni-freiburg.de/de/studium-
lehre/termine
Examination see HISinOne entry of the Technical Faculty
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ESS Semester
Prof. Dr. Stefan Glunz
Open to Students Credit Points Max. Enrollment Course Number
Year(s) 3-4 6 left-over places 11LE68V-8060
Module(s) StuPo 2020 Module(s) StuPo 2026
Specialization ESS | or Il Specialization ESS | or Il
- Advanced ESS students (3rd year or later). A high affinity to maths, physics and
Prerequisites . S -
engineering is required.
Format, Dates, Lecture
Times and Tue, 16-18h
RIEITE Thu, 14-16h
= Solar Energy - Theoretical and Technical Energy Potential (black body radiation,
Carnot cycle, maximum efficiencies, ...)
= Solar Energy Technologies - Tapping the sun’s energy (overview of conversion
technologies, system boundaries, seasonal fluctuation, ...)
= Photovoltaics - Physics of Solar Cells (introduction to semiconductors, Fermi levels,
IV curves, conversion efficiency, quantum efficiency ...)
= Photovoltaics - Technology Review (short introduction to the structure and technol-
ogy of crystalline silicon solar cells)
= Solar Thermal - Physics of Solar Collectors (basics of thermo dynamics, fluid dy-
Course namics, absorption, emission, power output and other performance criteria)
Description = Solar Thermal - Technology Review (from low temperature applications up to power
plants - examples)
= Heat pumps - Thermodynamics, electrical and thermal driven heat pumps and chill-
ers, main components (compressor, evaporator, condenser etc.), system configura-
tions (layout, sources, storages, control strategies etc.)
= Heat pumps: field tests and best case examples - Heat pumps and smart grid inter-
action, Heat pumps and PV, Heat pumps + solar thermal, storage integration)
The lecture will be accompanied by weekly exercises and simulation workshops to
deepen the lecture's content and to apply state-of-the-art simulation software to design
and describe complete energy systems.
Note: For course registration, dates of the technical faculty apply! LAS students register
Remarks for the course and the exam in HISinOne.
Registration phases and other dates: http://www.tf.uni-freiburg.de/de/studium-
lehre/termine
Examination see HISinOne entry of the Technical Faculty
Recommended | Duffie-Beckman: Solar Engineering of Thermal Processes,
Reading V. Quaschning: Understanding Renewable Energy
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6.4 Wissenschaft — Technologie - Gesellschaft

Culture & History Semester
Dr Nicholas Buchanan (nicholas.buchanan@ucf.uni-freiburg.de) with Caleigh Chambers and Anna Tsedik
Open to Students Credit Points Max. Enrollment Course Number
Year(s) 2-4 6 20 00LE62S-WTG-002501
Module(s) StuPo 2020 Module(s) StuPo 2026
Specialization Option C&H | or lI --
Senior Profile C&H
Prerequisites none
Format, Dates, | Opline Seminar
Times and .
This course introduces students to the study of neurodivergence and disability as socially,
culturally, and politically mediated concepts. In it, we will explore and critically engage
with then concept of neurodiversity: the idea that neurodivergence and variations in ability
are instantiations of human diversity. Through discussions of major models of disability,
including the medical and social models, and the ways disability can be conceptualized
among cultures, we will develop an understanding of how differences among people can
and are being reframed from deficits to valuable variations, and how categories such as
“normal” are highly contingent and malleable. We will also discuss how the medicalization
Course of disability has significant ramifications in terms of agency and power for neurodivergent
Description people and people with disabilities, and the ways that new media technologies are
fostering connections, communities, and mobilizations around neurodiversity and
disability.
The course will take an international and interdisciplinary perspective, while at the same
time, students will be encouraged to explore and understand examples from their
everyday lives and experiences. The course will combine discussions of readings with
guest inputs, and will integrate discussions of theory, concrete examples of
neurodiversity and disability (e.g. autism, ADHD, dyslexia, and dyscalculia among
others), and considerations of activism and practice.
Examination tba
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C&H, ESS

Semester

Dr. Xenia Steinbach (steinbach.xenia@mh-hannover.de)

Open to Students Credit Points Max. Enrollment Course Number

Year(s) 2-4 6 20 00LE62S-WTG-002502

Module(s) StuPo 2020 Module(s) StuPo 2026

ESS Methods Il

Specialization Option | or Il C&H Specialization Option | or Il C&H
Senior Profile C&H Senior Profile C&H

Prerequisites

none

Format, Dates,
Times and
Rooms

Seminar (20.11.-29.01.)
Fri, 14-17h, KG 1021
Kick-off meeting am 23.10.

Course
Description

Wahrend das Wissen und die Erkenntnisse der Natur- und Lebenswissenschaften meist
als wertneutral und objektiv verstanden werden, verweist die sozial- und
kulturwissenschaftliche Wissenschaftsforschung bereits seit vielen Jahrzehnten auf die
tiefe  Verwobenheit von Forschungspraktiken und Theorienbildung in den
Lebenswissenschaften mit ihrem historisch spezifischen sozialen, kulturellen und
politischen Kontext. Feministisch-informierte Wissenschaftsforschende kritisieren dabei
insbesondere die haufig unreflektierte Ubernahme von kulturell tradierten Vorstellungen
von hindrer Geschlechtlichkeit in der biomedizinischen Forschung. Damit betreiben sie
eine Ideologiekritik und argumentieren, dass gesellschaftlich tief verankerte
Vorstellungen Giber Geschlechterunterschiede die vermeintlich ,neutrale” Wahrnehmung
und Beurteilung von Forschungsdaten verstellten und zur Priorisierung von Theorien und
Paradigmen fiihrten, die mit den tradierten Denkmustern iber Geschlecht vereinbar
seien. Das dabei entstehende vermeintlich ,objektive“ Wissen stabilisierte fortwahrend
die bindre Geschlechternorm verstarke fragwirdige gesellschaftliche Annahmen uber
geschlechterunterschiede. So werde biologisches Wissen und darauf basierende
normative Vorstellungen haufig dazu genutzt, verschiedene Formen von Diskriminierung
in Gesellschaften zu legitimieren.

Feministisch-informierten ideologiekritischen Ansétzen folgend, bewegt sich diese
Lehrveranstaltung an der Schnittstelle zwischen Wissenschaftsgeschichte und Science
and Technology Studies (STS). Ziel ist es, die Lebenswissenschaften und Wissenschaft
generell als Teil eines kulturellen Systems erkennbar zu machen und den Studierenden
intellektuelle Werkzeuge fur die kritische Betrachtung von Geschlecht als strukturierende
Kategorie in der lebenswissenschaftlichen Wissensproduktion und Gegenstand
biomedizinischer Forschung an die Hand zu geben.

Examination

SL: Gestaltung von 45 Min einer Sitzung.

PL: Option 1: Essay oder Buchrezension im Umfang von etwa 13-15 Seiten oder Option
2: Erweiterte und schriftlich ausgearbeitete Text-Moderation im Seminar

Recommended
Reading

Ah-King, Malin (2018). Queer Nature. Towards a Non-Normative View on Biological Di-
versity. In: Das Geschlecht in der Biologie, ed. Koreuber/ABmann, 115-132.

Kldppel, Ulrike (2025). Transformation der medizinischen Problematisierung 'uneindeuti-
gen' Geschlechts seit dem 18. Jahrhundert. In: Mannlich-weiblich-zwischen
(23/12/2015), http://intersex.hypotheses.org/1695.

Vidal, Catherine (2012). The Sexed Brain: Between Science and ldeology. Neuroethics
(5): 295-303.
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WTG

Semester

Dr. Nicholas Buchanan (nicholas.buchanan@ucf.uni-freiburg.de)

Open to Students Credit Points Max. Enrollment Course Number
Year(s) 2-4 6 20 00LE62S-WTG-002401
Module(s) StuPo 2020 Module(s) StuPo 2026
Electives Electives
Prerequisites none
Format, Dates, Seminar
Times and Tue, 12-14h, Ph R 1
Rl OR Thu, 12-14h, AU 01.065 (tba)
This course is an homage to and intensive engagement with a ubiquitous and deceptively
simple technology: the bicycle. It offers students the opportunity to explore the bicycle in
an interdisciplinary fashion by looking at the history and cultural symbolism of the bicycle,
technological transformations of the bicycle over the past two centuries, social scientific
Course works on bicycles, and the science and engineering involved in getting the wheels to turn
Description and the rider to stay riding. In examining these points, we will also uncover how societies
shape technologies and vice versa. Throughout this short course, we will be hosting a
number of guest speakers; read, watch, and listen to bicycle-related content; and have a
hands-on maintenance session for beginners. Several excursions are planned.
Participants do not need to own a bicycle or be able to ride a bike.
Remarks none
Examination Final project and oral presentation.
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Core Block |
0
Open to Students Credit Points Max. Enrollment Course Number
Year(s) 2-4 6 20
Module(s) StuPo 2020 Module(s) StuPo 2026
Responsibility and Leadership 2 Responsibility and Leadership 2
Prerequisites
Format, Dates,
Times and One R&L course is still in the planning process.tbc
Rooms
Course
Description
Remarks
Examination
Recommended
Reading
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Course Index

A Neurodiversity Perspective on Disability Studies
65

Anatomy and Functions of the Brain 38

Anthropology of Food, Environment and
Sustainability 47

Arrogant, Closed-Minded, Dogmatic: Introducing
Vice Epistemology 27

Bachelor Projects - Student Conference 19
Basic Chemistry and Biochemistry 39
Climate Adaptation 15

Climate Change and Biodiversity 20
Computational Genomics 40

Computational Methods in Pharmaceutical and
Biochemical Sciences 48

Contesting Social Relations in Global Times 49
Degrowth: From Theory to Practice 50
Drug Development and Regulation 8
Economy and Society 32

Engineered Living Materials 41
English Academic Writing 22
Environment, Risks, and Us 51
Environmental Chemistry 29
European Union Law and Policies 33
Excursion to the Black Forest 7
Experimental Neuroimmunology 42
Extinction Storytelling 16

Foucault versus Habermas: Celebrity Deathmatch
52

Fundamentals of Programming with Python 14
Geographical Information System 53
Geschlechterwissen in der Biologie 66

Human Physiology 43

Humans of Freiburg 21

International Law and Global Security 34
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Introduction to Climate Data Analysis with Python
54

Introduction to Epistemology 25

Introduction to Genetics & Developmental Biology
9

Introduction to Infectious Disease Epidemiology
44

Introduction to Tissue Engineering 13
Labour Markets and Welfare States 35
Mapping Reality 55

Maths and Physics 56

Navigating Generative Al 5

Nervous System Disorders 45
Participation in Practice 30

Planning and Doing Research 57
Political Ideologies 36

Political Theory 37

Pre-Course Maths and Physics 10
Principles of Responsible Leadership 23
Progress 58

Regressions for Social Sciences and Economics
59

Research and Presentation 12

Research Design 60

Rhetoric and Techniques of Presentation 6
Service Learning 26

Students and Other Knowers in Context 24
Sustainability Transitions 31

Sustainable Urban Development 17

The Bicycle 67

Theory of History 28

Visual Storytelling 11

Why? Argumentation in Theory and Practice 18
Wicked Problems in Socio-Economic Systems 61

Writing in the Sciences 46
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