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Name  Amibeth Thompson 

Nationality United States of America 

E-mail  amibeth.thompson@nature.uni-freiburg.de 

 

Pollination Ecologist with 

• Expertise in pollinator collection and identification with training in Syrphidae and Apidae 

• Research interests in plant-pollinator networks in connectance with the pollen limitation and breeding 

system of plants  

• Experience conducting research in the field and coordinating a large-scale collaborative project 

 

Higher Education 

Feb 2018-Jan 2022 

Defense: 27 Feb 2024 

Martin Luther University Halle-Wittenberg, Halle (Saale), Germany 

Doctor of Science in Biology (Sehr gut 1,3) 

Thesis: Sampling Pollinator Communities and Interactions Across Changing 

Landscapes: Insights from a German Case Study 

 

Apr 2016-Oct 2017 Martin Luther University Halle-Wittenberg, Halle (Saale), Germany 

Master of Science in Biology (Two-year program, Date of graduation: 26 

October 2017) 

Honors: Summa Cum Laude (Sehr gut 1,0) 

Thesis: Exotic plant species receive adequate pollinator service despite variable 

integration into plant-pollinator networks 

Aug 2010-May 2014 Illinois College, Jacksonville, Illinois, USA  

Bachelor of Science (Four-year program, Date of graduation: 11 May 2014)  

Honors: Summa Cum Laude, Phi Beta Kappa 

Majors: Environmental Science and German 

Minors: Biology and Economics   

Thesis: Politik der erneuerbaren Energie: was wir von Deutschland lernen 

können 

 

Professional Experience  

Nov 2023- Sep 2027 Albert-Ludwigs-Universität Freiburg, Freiburg, Germany 

Project Manager at Chair of Nature Conservation and Landscape Ecology 

• Project manager of EU Horizon 2020 project “RestPoll: Restoring 

Pollinator habitats across European agricultural landscapes based on 

multi-actor participatory approaches” (www.restpoll.eu)  

• Coordinating and communicating with 32 European partners to reach 

milestones and deliverables throughout the four-year project on time 

• Organizing and hosting workshops, meetings, and outreach events for 

project members and involved stakeholders 

 

 

Feb 2022- Oct 2023 Albert-Ludwigs-Universität Freiburg, Freiburg, Germany 

Research Officer at Chair of Nature Conservation and Landscape Ecology 

• Project coordinator for Agricultural and Open Landscape chapter in the 

BfN Project “Faktencheck Artenvielfalt” 

• Conducted literature search, Delphi survey, and coordinated writing of 

the chapter 

• Organized online and in-person workshops 

• Supervised student helpers and bachelor students 

 

http://www.restpoll.eu/
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Feb 2018- Jan 2022 Martin Luther University Halle-Wittenberg, Halle (Saale), Germany 

Research Officer at Research Group Spatial Interaction Ecology (SIE) 

• Conducting research on project “Plant-pollinator networks across space 

and time in Agro-ecosystems” 

• Mentored high school and bachelor students  

• Organized and supervised two master student projects 

• Assisted with the exhibition “Blütenbesucher-Beziehungsgeschichten aus 

der Natur“ at the Leipzig Botanical Garden  

 

 

July 2016-Jan 2018 Martin Luther University Halle-Wittenberg, Halle (Saale), Germany 

Research Assistant at Research Group Spatial Interaction Ecology (SIE) 

• Conducted research on plant-pollinator network at TERENO (Terrestrial 

Environmental Observatories) sites in Harz/Central Germany region  

• Helped compile data for pollen limitation meta-analysis  

• Helped lead summer school for pollen supplementation experiments and 

plant-pollinator network data collection   

• Helped collect pollinators in the Swiss Alps 

 

Apr 2015- Mar 2016 

May 2014-Nov 2014 

Washington University in St. Louis, Missouri, USA  

Field Laboratory Technician in the Department of Biology   

• Team leader of research and mentor to undergraduate and high school 

students 

• Conducted research on demography, pollen limitation, breeding systems, and 

pollinator network of invasive plants at Tyson Research Centre in St. Louis, 

MO, USA  

 

Publication  

Sponagel, C., Thompson, A., Paetow, H., Mupepele, A.-C., Bieling, C., Sommer, M., Klein, A.-M., Settele, J., 

Finger, R., Huber, R., Albert, C., Filser, J., Jansen, F., Kleemann, J., Schreiner, V., Lakner, S. (2025): Pathways 

for biodiversity enhancement in German agricultural landscapes. People and Nature  

https://doi.org/10.1002/pan3.70103   

Lanuza, J.B., T.M. Knight, …, A.H.Thompson, …, I. Bartomeus (2025). EuPPollNet: A European Database of 

Plant-Pollinator Networks. Global Ecology and Biogeography 24(2): e7000. https://doi.org/10.1111/geb.70000  

Wirth, C., Bruelheide, H., Farwig, N., Marx, J., Settele, J. (Hrsg., 2024): Faktencheck Artenvielfalt. 

Bestandsaufnahme und Perspektiven für den Erhalt der biologischen Vielfalt in Deutschland. oekom, München, 

1256 S. 10.14512/9783987263361 (https://www.oekom.de/buch/faktencheck-artenvielfalt-9783987260957) 

Klein, A.-M., Thompson, A., Lakner, S., Mupepele, A.-C., Paetow, H., Sponagel, C., Bieling, C., Bleidorn, C., 

Breitkreuz, L., Hasenöhrl, U., Sommer, M., Tanneberger, F., Bruelheide, H., Muus, K., Schmidt, A., Settele, J., 

Sporbert, M., Kühn, I., Buscot, F., Otto, P., Böhning-Gaese, K., Fornoff, F., Ssymank, A., Musche, M., Harpke, 

A., Bartkowski, B., Eisenhauer, N., Ristok, C., Tebbe, C.C., von Hagenow, C.S., Schoof, N., Schreiner, V., 

Mehring, M., Morhart, C. (2024): Agrar- und Offenland. In: Wirth, C., Bruelheide, H., Farwig, N., Marx, J., 

Settele, J. (Hrsg.) Faktencheck Artenvielfalt. Bestandsaufnahme und Perspektiven für den Erhalt der biologischen 

Vielfalt in Deutschland. oekom, München, S. 217 - 355 10.14512/9783987263361  

Wirth, C., Bruelheide, H., Farwig, N., Settele, J., Marx, …, A. Thompson, Wellmann, T., Xylander, W. (2024): 

Faktencheck Artenvielfalt. Zusammenfassung für die politische und gesellschaftliche Entscheidungsfindung. In: 

Wirth, C., Bruelheide, H., Marx, J., Settele, J. (Hrsg.) Faktencheck Artenvielfalt. Bestandsaufnahme und 

Perspektiven für den Erhalt der biologischen Vielfalt in Deutschland. Zusammenfassung für die gesellschaftliche 

Entscheidungsfindung. oekom, München, 96 S. 10.14512/9783987263378 

(https://www.oekom.de/buch/faktencheck-artenvielfalt-9783987260964) 

Thompson, A. (2024): Sampling Pollinator Communities and Interactions Across Changing Landscapes: Insights 

from a German Case Study. PhD Thesis: Martin-Luther-Universität Halle-Wittenberg. 

http://dx.doi.org/10.25673/116860  

Elliot, T.*, A.H. Thompson*, A.-M. Klein, C. Albert, N. Eisenhauer, F. Jansen, A. Schneider, M. Sommer, T. 

Straka, J. Settele, M. Sporbert, F. Tanneberger, A.-C. Mupepele (2023). Abandoning grassland management 

negatively influences plant but not bird or insect biodiversity in Europe. Conservation Science and Practice 5: 

e13008. https://doi.org/10.1111/csp2.13008 (*considered duel first authors) 

https://doi.org/10.1002/pan3.70103
https://doi.org/10.1111/geb.70000
https://www.oekom.de/buch/faktencheck-artenvielfalt-9783987260957
https://www.oekom.de/buch/faktencheck-artenvielfalt-9783987260964
http://dx.doi.org/10.25673/116860
https://doi.org/10.1111/csp2.13008
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Thompson, A.H., A.-C. Mupepele, A.-M. Klein (2022). Silent summer? Biodiversity loss, insect decline, and a 

call for conservation. GAIA - Ecological Perspectives on Science and Society 31: 193. 

https://doi.org/10.14512/gaia.31.4.1  

Thompson, A.H., V. Ştefan, T.M. Knight (2021). Oilseed Rape Shares Abundant and Generalized Pollinators 

with Its Co-Flowering Plant Species. Insects 12: 1096. https://doi.org/10.3390/insects12121096  

Thompson, A.H., M. Frenzel, O. Schweiger, M. Musche, T. Groth, S.P.M. Roberts, M. Kuhlmann, and T.M. 

Knight (2021). Pollinator sampling methods influence community patterns assessments by capturing species with 

different traits and at different abundances. Ecological Indicators 132: 108284. 

https://doi.org/10.1016/j.ecolind.2021.108284   

Schwarz, B., D.P. Vázquez, P.J. CaraDonna, T.M. Knight, G. Benadi, C.F. Dormann, B. Gauzens, E. Motivans, J. 

Resasco, N. Blüthgen, L.A. Burkle, Q. Fang, C.N. Kaiser-Bunbury, R. Alarcón, J.A. Bain, N.P. Chacoff, S.-Q. 

Huang, G. LeBuhn, M. MacLeod, T. Petanidou, C. Rasmussen, M.P. Simanonok, A.H. Thompson and J. Fründ 

(2020). Temporal scale-dependence of plant-pollinator networks. Oikos 129: 1289–1302. 

https://doi.org/10.1111/oik.07303  

Bennett, J.*, A.H. Thompson*, I. Goia, R. Feldmann, V. Stefan, A. Bogdan, D. Rakosy, M. Beloiu, I. Biro, S. 

Bluemel, M. Filip, A.-M. Madaj, A. Martin, S. Passonneau, D.P. Kalisch, G. Scherer, and T.M. Knight (2018). A 

review of European studies on pollination networks and pollen limitation, and a case study designed to fill a gap. 

AoB Plants 10: ply068. https://doi.org/10.1093/aobpla/ply068 (*considered duel first authors)  

Thompson, A.H. and T.M. Knight (2018). Exotic plant species receive adequate pollinator service despite variable 

integration into plant-pollinator networks. Oecologia 187: 135–1425. https://doi.org/10.1007/s00442-018-4096-4   

 

Conference Presentations 

Sponagel, C., A.H. Thompson, H. Paetow, A.-C. Mupepele, C. Bieling, M. Sommer, A.-M. Klein, J. Settele, R. 

Finger, R. Huber, C. Albert, J. Filser, F. Jansen, J. Kleemann, V. Schreiner, S. Lakner (2024). Pathways for 

biodiversity enhancement in German agricultural landscapes. 53rd Annual Meeting of the Ecological Society of 

Germany, Austria and Switzerland (GfÖ), Freising, Germany (Oral presentation) 

Thompson, A.H., A. Ilyassova, T.M. Knight (2021). Plant-Pollinator Interactions along an Urban and Agricultural 

Gradient. SETAC Europe 31st Annual Meeting, Online (Poster presentation)  

Thompson , A.H., T. Groth, T.M. Knight (2019). The attractiveness of oilseed rape in a plant-pollinator network. 

49th Annual Meeting of the Ecological Society of Germany, Austria, and Switzerland (GfÖ), Munster, Germany. 

(Poster presentation) and XVII ECOFLOR 2020, Bilbo, Spain (Poster presentation) 

Thompson, A.H., D. Rakosy, E. Motivans, L. Zoller, T.M. Knight (2019). Addressing the Spatial and Temporal 

Data Gaps in Plant-Pollinator Networks in Europe. 43rd New Phytologist Symposium, Zurich, Switzerland (Poster 

presentation) and Entomology 2019 (ESA Annual Meeting), St. Louis, MO, USA (Oral presentation)  

Thompson, A.H., M. Frenzel, O. Schweiger, M. Musche, T. Groth, and T.M. Knight (2018). A comparison of 

sampling methods for Apidae bees and Syrphidae flies. TERENO International Conference 2018, Berlin, Germany 

(Oral presentation)  

Thompson, A.H. and T.M. Knight (2016). Network connectance does not predict pollen limitation of exotic plant 

species. iDiv Annual Conference 2016, Leipzig, Germany. (Oral presentation) 

Thompson, A.H. and T.M. Knight (2016). Breeding system, plant-pollinator networks and pollen limitation of 

exotic plant species. 9th International Conference on Biological Invasions (NEOBIOTA), Vianden, Luxemburg. 

(Poster presentation) 

 

Students Mentored  

Kleiser, T. (2024). Bachelor student. Thesis: Pflanzen und Bestäuber unter Stress? – Die Situation in den 

Hitzesommern 2018 und 2019.  

Gritsch, C. (2024). Bachelor student. Thesis: Auswirkungen direkter Treiber auf verschiedene 

Ökosystemdienstleistungen und Metaanalyse zum Einfluss der Bewirtschaftungsart auf die Biodiversität 

Kilb, N. (2024). Bachelor student. Thesis: Auswirkungen einer Reduktion von Pestiziden auf Agrarflächen auf die 

Biodiversität verschiedener Artengruppen und Vergleich der Biodiversität verschiedener Artengruppen zwischen 

konventionell und ökologisch bewirtschafteten Flächen 

https://doi.org/10.14512/gaia.31.4.1
https://doi.org/10.3390/insects12121096
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.ecolind.2021.108284
https://doi.org/10.1111/oik.07303
https://doi.org/10.1093/aobpla/ply068
https://doi.org/10.1007/s00442-018-4096-4
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Zilke, L. (2023). Bachelor student. Thesis: Umfrage von Experten für Agrar- und Offenlandschaften zu den 

direkten und indirekten Einflussfaktoren auf die Biodiversität.  

Yang, Z. (2023). Bachelor student. Thesis: Der Verbindung zwischen indirekten und direkten Ursachen in Agrar- 

und Offenlandschaften in Deutschland.  

Reeh, A. (2023). Bachelor student. Thesis:  Zustand der Schmetterlinge Deutschlands: Ursachen für den 

Rückgang und Maßnahmen zum Schutz. 

Ilyassova, A. (2019). Master student. Thesis: Shifts in Plant-Pollinator Interactions along Gradients of Urban and 

Agricultural Landscapes.  

Zeisler, H. (2019). Master student. Thesis: Quantifying Pollen Transport Effectiveness in Relation to 

Plant-Pollinator-Networks in Meadows in the Apuseni Mountains, Romania.  

Alvarado, B. (2015). Bachelor student. Project: Effects of Exotic Plant Species on Pollination.  

Alvarado, B. (2014). High School student. Project: Pollen limitation does not decrease reproductive fitness of 

some exotic plant species.  

Poor, E. (2015). High School student. Project: Novel functional traits aid the success of the invasive biennial 

Carduus nutans.  

Workman, M. (2015). High School student. Project: Competitive release may increase the fitness of exotic plants 

in their novel range.  

 

Award 

Anton-Wilhelm-Amo-Preis 2019 for the Master Thesis “Exotic plant species receive adequate pollinator service 

despite variable integration into plant-pollinator networks” 

 

Teaching 

M.Sc. Modul (13024) SPHERE- Sustainable Farming and Pollinator Habitat Restoration for Biodiversity 

(Winter semester 2024/2025, 2025/2026)  

B.Sc. Modul (5301) Heimische Arten erkennen und bestimmen – Assisted with bee identification and excursion 

to Wildbienen Garten Opfinger (Summer semester 2022, 2023) 

 

Additional skills and competencies  

Languages English- Mother tongue 

German- Good passive and active command  

IT skills Proficient with Microsoft Word, Excel, PowerPoint, Adobe InDesign, 

Photoshop, and web-based communication  

Reference software Good knowledge of Zotero, Mendeley 

Modelling and statistical 

analysis software 

Good knowledge of R/RStudio 

Basic knowledge of Git, GitHub, and GitLab 

Field experience North America (temperate forest, temperate rain forest, everglades, mid-west 

prairie, glade), Costa Rica (tropic rain forest), Germany (lichen-rich pine 

forest, wetland, meadows, agricultural landscapes), Portugal (mountain 

forests), Austria/Italy (Alpine)  

Laboratory experience Use of microscopes 

Knowledge of DNA and RNA barcoding  

 

  


