
How are wild pollinators linked to local cultures? What part of cultural heritage might be 
lost because of insect decline? What values and mulƟspecies dependences emerge when 
we look beyond agriculture and honey producƟon? 

Researchers from the Jagiellonian University in Krakow (Poland), in cooperaƟon with the 
University of Freiburg, are looking for a Master student willing to take part in interviews and a 
workshop within the VALOR project. The aim of the research is to explore Baden-WürƩemberg 
inhabitants’ awareness of direct and indirect links that local natural and man-made heritage 
has with pollinators as well as to develop resilient scenarios for the local culture given the 
predicted insect pollinators’ decline.  

The successful candidate will have an opportunity to: 

 develop and conduct their own, original part of the workshop framework,  
 will be allowed to use the data collected during the core part of the workshop and 

during interviews for their Master thesis, 
 polish their soŌ skills, 
 expand their contact network.  

Interviews and workshops will be organized from May/June to September/October 2026 and 
may be included in the annual AgriKultur FesƟval that takes place in mid-July. 

We are looking for someone who is fluent in both English and German, is open to learn and 
understand different viewpoints, and is either familiar with social science research methods 
or willing to quickly catch up on these with the support of the research team. 

Ideas for possible extensions of the core part of the research task that could be designed 
and conducted by the student and then included in a Master thesis as an original part: 

- Do people and wild pollinators admire the same plants? Surveying values aƩached 
to plants that are key species for wild pollinators in Baden-WürƩemberg  

- Unraveling the thread: developing a full catalogue of past (historical) and present 
human beneficiaries of pollinaƟon provided by wild insects in Baden-WürƩemberg  

- Where do pollinaƟon services come from and where do the benefits go? Comparing 
the distribuƟon of wild pollinator biodiversity hot spots and hotspots of local heritage 
and cultural acƟvity that are dependent on insect-pollinated wild plants  

Let your Master thesis speak with the voice of Baden-WürƩemberg stakeholders in a 
worldwide debate about non-crop values brought to humans by non-honeybee pollinators! 

To apply, please send a CV and one-paragraph statement of research interest to both: 

Dr. Agata Warchalska-Troll, Jagiellonian University agata.warchalska-troll@uj.edu.pl 
Dr. Maureen Page, University of Freiburg maureen.page@nature.uni-freiburg.de 


