
Exposé Guidelines 
 
 
PhD exposés are typically 2-3 pages long and should cover the following aspects: 

 Theoretical background and broader research question and/or specific hypotheses (if the 
planning of the project is already more advanced) 

 Outline of the planned methods: sketch of the experimental design, target sample (healthy 
controls, patients, ...), expected workload 

 Brief statement how the dissertation data will help to answer the research question and 
make an impact in the research field 

 A timeline describing when the project steps are expected to be accomplished (e.g., May-
July 2020 - data collection); can also include details about workshops and conferences you 
plan to participate in. If you did relevant prior work for your PhD in the past, include 
this in your timeline! The timeline should reflect your actual work and your progress, very 
short timelines are considered unrealistic. 
 

The exposé should serve the following functions: 

 Help you to plan and structure your project 

 Aid the committee with the judgment whether the outlined project can be accomplished 
successfully with regard to (a) the proposed PhD timeline and (b) your and your 
supervisors' expertise in the field. 

 Function as a binding contract that ensures that your supervisors support the outlined 
project (through sufficient funding, frequent feedback meetings, ...  everything specified 
in your PhD contract) 

 
General advice:

 Go into as much detail as needed for the committee to understand your research topic.
Keep it easy to understand but also methodologically precise.

 When in doubt, aim for the maximum number of supervisor meetings possible. Typically,
meetings with your PI should take place every week or every two weeks at the minimum. 

 Check for potential pitfalls: Is the expected workload realistic? If the project is ambitious,
could the PhD candidate get help from research assistants? Is funding secure? Do you 
have access to resources for career development?

 

 

https://www.frs.uni-freiburg.de/en/iga-en/kurse?set_language=en



